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STRATEJIK BiLGi YONETIMI, OZGUR DUSUNCE URETIiMi

ORTADOGU STRATEJIiK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI

Tarihce

Tiirkiye'de eksikligi hissedilmeye baslayan Ortadogu arastirmalart konusunda kamuoyunun
ve dis politika cevrelerinin thtiyaglarina yamit verebilmek amaciwyla, 1 Ocak 2009 tarthinde Or-
tadogu Stratejik Arashirmalar Merkezi (ORSAM) kurulmustur. Kisa siirede yapilanan kurum,
calismalarum Ortadogu ozelinde yogunlastirmistir.

Ortadogu’ya Bakis

Ortadogu’nun i¢ ice ge¢mis bircok sorunu barindirdigi bir gercektir. Ancak, ne Ortadogu ne de
halklari, olumsuzluklarla ozdeslestirilmis bir imaja mahkum edilmemelidir. Ortadogu iilkeleri,
halklarindan aldiklar giicle ve i¢ dinamiklerini seferber ederek bariscil bir kalkinma seferber-
ligi baslatacak potansiyele sahiptir. Bolge halklarimin bir arada yasama iradesine, devletlerin
egemenlik halklarina, bireylerin temel hak ve hiirriyetlerine sayg, gerek tilkeler arasinda ge-
rek ulusal 6lcekte kalict barisin ve huzurun temin edilmesinin on sartidir. Ortadogu’'daki sorun-
larin kavranmasinda adil ve gercekgi ¢coziimler iizerinde durulmasi, uzlasmac inisiyatifleri ce-
saretlendirecektir S6zkonusu cercevede, Tiirkiye, yakin cevresinde bolgesel istikrar ve refahin
kok salmas icin yapict katkilarim siirdiirmelidir. Cephelesen eksenlere dahil olmadan, taraflar
arasinda diyalogun tesisini kolaylastirmaya devam etmesi, tutarl ve uzlastirici politikalariyla
sagladigi uluslararasi destegi en etkili bicimde degerlendirebilmesi bolge devletlerinin ve halk-
larvmin ortak menfaatidir.

Bir Diisiince Kurulusu Olarak ORSAM’1n Calismalari

ORSAM, Ortadogu algalimasina uygun olarak, uluslararast politika konularimin daha saghkh
kavranmasi ve uygun pozisyonlarin alinabilmesi amacwyla, kamuoyunu ve karar alma meka-
nizmalarina aydinlatict bilgiler sunar. Farklh hareket secenekleri iceren fikirler iiretir. Etkin
coziim onerileri olusturabilmek icin farkh disiplinlerden gelen, alaminda yetkin arastirmacila-
rin ve entelektiiellerin nitelikli cahsmalarim tesvik eder. ORSAM; bolgesel gelismeleri ve trend-
leri titizlikle irdeleyerek ilgililere ulastirabilen giiclii bir yayim kapasitesine sahiptir. ORSAM,
web sitesiyle, aylik Ortadogu Analiz ve alti ayhk Ortadogu Etiitleri dergileriyle, analizleriyle,
raporlaryla ve kitaplariyla, ulusal ve uluslararas: élgekte Ortadogu literatiiriiniin gelisimi-
nt desteklemektedir. Bolge tilkelerinden devlet adamlarimin, biirokratlarin, akademisyenlerin,
stratejistlerin, gazetecilerin, isadamlarimin ve STK temsilcilerinin Tiirkiye'de konuk edilmesini
kolaylastirarak bilgi ve diistincelerin gerek Tiirkiye gerek diinya kamuoyuyla paylasiimasim
saglamaktadir.

www.orsam.org.tr
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TAKDIM

12 Haziran 2011 tarihinde yapilan Genel Secimler sadece Turkiye’de degil ayni zaman-
da Turkiye'nin son on yilda iyi iliskiler tesis ettigi Ortadogu’da da giindemin en 6nemli
konulart arasinda yer etmistir. Turkiye'nin 2011 basindan beri Ortadogu’da yasanan
ayaklanmalarin calkaladigi glindemde 6nemli bir aktor olarak izledigi politikalar gerek
bolge ici gerekse de bolge disi diger devletler tarafindan yakindan takip edilmektedir.
Boyle bir ortamda, Turkiye'de siyasi sekillenmeyi belirleyecek olan genel secimler bol-
gesel politikalart da gayet yakindan ilgilendirir hale gelmistir.

Ortadogu kaynakli bircok yayin organi Turkiye’de secim stirecini ve sonuclarini yakin-
dan takip etmis ve okurlara aktarmistir. Aynt derecede dnem tasityan bir baska husus
ise secim sonuclarinin Ortadogu’da nasil yorumlandigi hususudur. Bilindigi tizere Bas-
bakan Recep Tayyip Erdogan, secim aksaminda ‘Tirkiye'nin Bat’da Ortadogu’nun
sesi olacagt ve bu zaferin Libnanli, Suriyeli ve Filistinlilerin de zaferi oldugu’ yontn-
de bir aciklama yapmustir. Bu ac¢iklamanin Ortadogu’da nasil bir yanki uyandirdigini,
nasil tepkiler aldigint ve ne sekilde degerlendirildigini tespit etmek ise Ortadogu kay-
nakli medya organlarinin takibiyle miimkin olacaktir. Bu tepkilerin ve yansimalarin
degerlendirilmesi 6Gniimiizdeki donemde Tiirkiye'nin Ortadogu politikalarinin sekillen-
dirilmesinde ve yonetilmesinde 6nemli bir faktor olabilir.

Iste bu sebeple, ORSAM olarak, 12 Haziran secimlerinin sonrasinda internet lizerinde
Ortadogu medyasini taramak suretiyle, Tuirkiye’deki secimlere dair degerlendirmelerin,
kose yazilarinin, basyazilarin ve yorumlarin bir dokiimiini yapma girisiminde bulun-
duk. Elinizdeki rapor bu degerlendirme ve yorumlarin dokiimiini ve kisa bir 6zetini
sunmaktadir.

Son gelismeler 1s1ginda Ortadogu’da Turkiye’nin nasil algilandigina yonelik bir fikir ve-
recegini disindigiimiiz bu c¢alisma Turkiye’de Ortadogu’yu anlama ve anlamlandirma
cabalarina da 6nemli bir katki sunacaktir.

Saygilarimizla.

Hasan Kanbolat
ORSAM Baskan:
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Giris ve Degerlendirme

Irak basininda Tiirkiye 2011 genel secimlerinin yansimalarina bakildiginda Kiirt basinin da-
ha ilgili oldugu goriilmektedir. Peyamner, Rudaw ve Ak news’te yer alan kose yazilari, blok
halinde secimlere giren BDP’ye agirlik verdikleri ve yeni anayasa tartismalarina degindikleri
goriilmektedir. Se¢im sonrasi parlamento dagiliminin AK Parti’ye yeni anayasay: tek basina
hazirlayacak yetkiyi vermedigini ve bu nedenle BDP ile uzlasi saglama yoluna gidilecegi 6ngo-
riisiiniin agirlik kazandig1 bu yazilarda yeni anayasa ¢alismalarinin Kiirt sorunun ¢6ziimiinde
olumlu bir gelisme olacag1 savunulmaktadir.

Liibnan ve Urdiin basininda yer alan kése yazilarinda ise AK Parti’nin secim'de biiyiik bir ba-
sar1 elde ettigi soylenmektedir.

Pan-Arap gazeteleri olan Al Arabiya, Asharq Al Awsat, Dar-al Hayat ve Middle East Online’da
yer alan kose yazilar1 ise 2011 Genel Secimleri'nin daha genis yelpazede ele almaktadir. Bu
yazilarda, AK Parti'nin %50’yi bulan se¢im zaferinin altinda yatan etmenler, yeni anayasa ca-
lismalari, ekonomik politikalar, Kiirt sorunun gelecegi, se¢cim sonuclarinin BDP, CHP ve MHP
acisindan degerlendirilmesi ve yeni anayasa ve baskanlik sistemine dair tartismalar yer almak-
tadir. Turkiye i¢ politikasina dair analizlerin yansira Tiirkiye ile Arap iilkelerinin karsilastiril-
dig1 da gorillmektedir.

Korfez tilkelerinin basinlarinin ilgi diizeylerinin Tiirkiye 2011 Genel Se¢imleri'nin Birlesik A-
rap Emirlikleri, Bahreyn, Katar ve Suudi Arabistan’la sinirli kaldigini séylemek miimkiindiir.
Bahreyn gazetesi olan Gulf Daily News, secimleri Kiirt sorunu cercevesinde ele almis, Birlesik
Arap Emirlikleri'nde balsan gazeteler ise Kiirt sorunu, Erdogan ve AK Parti'nin se¢im zaferi
ve se¢im sonrasi olasiliklar ¢evresinde degerlendirmistir. Katar gazetesi olan Al Jazeerade yer
alan bir yazi AK Parti'nin secim zaferini demokrasi adina bir basari olarak ele almis ve bir diger
yazi ise kadin sorunu baglaminda se¢im sonuglarini analiz etmistir. Suudi Arabistan basini ise
AK Parti’'nin se¢im basarisini degisim ve gelenegin uyumu olarak yorumlamis ve bu baglamda
bir degerlendirme yapmustir.

ORSAM
Rapor No: 54, Mayis 2011
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Kuzey Afrika basinindaki yansimalar géz oniinde bulunduruldugunda, Tiirkiye 2011 Genel
Secimleri'nin Misir disinda ilgi gormedigi fark edilmektedir. Al Ahram'da yer alan yazi se¢im
sonuglarini, Tirkiye- Misir, AK Parti- Misliuman Kardesler karsilastirmasi tizerinden analiz
yaparak Tiirkiye modeli tartismalar: cercevesinde degerlendirmistir.

Iran'da haber ajanslari IRNA, Mehr News ve Fars News'in yani sira Tehran Times gazetesi ve
Press TV yayin organi Tiirkiye'deki se¢imlerle ilgili degerlendirmelere yer vermislerdir. Bu de-
gerlendirmelerde esas olarak mevcut hiikiimetin basarilar1 vurgulanmaktadir. Bu basarilarin
i¢ ve dis politika ve ekonomi alanlarinda oldugu vurgular1 hemen hemen her degerlendirmede
mevcuttur. Biitiin bu alanlardaki performansindan 6tiirit AKP’nin se¢im basarisinin bir siirp-
riz olmadig iddia edilmektedir. Ayrica, Iran medyasinda Tiirkiye'deki secimlere dair dikkat
¢eken bir baska husus Tiirkiye'nin Ortadogu’ya yonelik aktif dis politikasinin 6niimiizdeki do-
nemde de artacag1 dngoriisiidiir. Ayni zamanda Tiirkiye'deki se¢cim sonuglarinin Ortadogu’da
Islami egilimlere yonelik degisimi de yansittig1 ifade edilmektedir.

Pakistan'da Pak Observer, the Express Tribune, The Nation, Dawn ve Asia Times gazeteleri
Tirkiye'deki secimlerle ilgili degerlendirmelere yer vermislerdir. Pakistanli yorumcular, son
on yilda AKP hiikiimetlerinin ekonomik biiytime, issizlik, enflasyon, kamu hizmetlerindeki
gelisme, siyasi ve sosyal alanda ilerlemeler ve dis politika alanlarindaki performansinin tigiincii
donemde secimleri kazanmalar1 agisindan kilit 6nemde oldugunu vurgulamaktadir. Pakistan
medyasi se¢menin hiikiimetin siyasi ve ekonomik icraatlarindan memnuniyetini sandikta dile
getirdigini ifade etmektedir. Yapilan degerlendirmeler Tiirkiye'de gerek i¢ politika ve ekonomi
gerekse de dis politika alanlarinda atilimlarin AKP’nin ti¢iincii doneminde de devam edecegi
beklentisini yansitmaktadir.

Hindistan'da The Hindu gazetesi Tiirkiye'deki secimlere iliskin degerlendirmelere yer ver-
mistir. Buna gore, Tirkiye'nin 2003'den bu yana yasadig1 koklii degisimin en biiyiik unsuru
AKP’nin demokrasi, Islam ve kapitalizmi bir araya getirmesidir. Boyle bir temel iizerinde ya-
sanan doniisiimler, degerlendirmelere gore, Tiirkiye'nin Bati1 Asya’ya 6rnek olacak bir konuma
gelmesini saglamistir.

Israilde Haaretz gazetesi se¢im sonrast Tiirk dis politikasina iliskin bir degerlendirme yayin-
lamistir. Bu degerlendirmede Erdogan’in, AKP'nin zaferini Ortadogu’nun zaferi olarak betim-
leyen konusmasi nemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Haaretz, se¢im sonrasinda Tiirkiye'nin Ortadogu
politikasinda yer etmesi beklenen bazi sikintilara deginmistir.

Palestinian News Network ve Palestinian Telegraph Erdogan’in zafer konugmasiyla ilgili olarak
uzlasi mesajlarina deginilirken, 6zellikle “Tiirkiye’'nin Batr'da Ortadogu’nun sesi olacag: ve bu
zaferin Libnanli, Suriyeli ve Filistinlilerin de zaferi oldugu’ seklindeki ifadelerine vurgu yap-
maktadir. Bagimsiz milletvekillerinin secilmesi ise ‘Kiirt basarisi’ baglig1 altinda belirtilmis. Bu
konudaki yorum ise bu durumun, uzun siiredir dile getirilen Kiirt kimliginin resmi taninmasi
ve ozerklik talepleri konusunda hiikiimet tizerindeki baskilar1 artiracag: seklinde. Ayrica 2003
yilindan bu yana iktidar olan AKP hiikiimetinin tilkeyi giiclii ekonomik biiytime ve iddiali bir
dis politika ile yonettigi de yorumlar arasindadir.

ORSAM
Rapor No: 57, Haziran 2011
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IRAK
Peyamner News

Kurdish Candidates Successful in Tur-
key’s Elections

13 Haziran 2011 - Editorial

The Justice and Development Party (AKP) of
Prime Minister Receb Tayyib Erdogan won
the majority of votes in Turkey’s elections on
Sunday.

Fifteen parties ran in the parliamentary elec-
tions where PM’s AKP party secured a third
term in office. AKP’s parliamentary seats
however, went down from 341 in the 2007
elections to 326 and this is short of the two-
thirds of total seats that AKP needs to have a
super majority.

In a victory speech to thousands of his sup-
ports in the capital Ankara, PM Erdoan said
that, “People gave us a message to build the
new constitution through consensus and ne-
gotiation. We will discuss the new constitu-
tion with opposition parties. This new consti-
tution will meet peace and justice demands.”

To draft a new constitution Mr. Erdogan will
certainly need the support of deputies from
outside his party since AKP did not win the
total of 330 seats needed to amend the con-
stitution without consulting the opposition or
holding a referendum.

The Republican People’s Party (CHP) came in
second place and won 135 seats--a rise from
the 112 it held in the last parliament.

Turkey’s Nationalist Movement Party (MHP)
lost a considerable number of votes. Its par-
liamentary seats were reduced from 71 to
only 54.

Independent Kurdish candidates supported
by the Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) did

very well and secured 35 seats.

Prime Minister Erdogan may seek the support
of the Kurdish deputies to fulfil the changes
he has promised.

The head of the Republican People’s Party
(CHP), Kemal Kilicdaroglu was also consid-
ered a winner. His party managed to secure
26% of the votes from only 20% in the last
elections.

The independent Kurdish candidates also
surprised everyone by winning 5.9% of the to-
tal votes of the entire country.

Most Kurdish cities except Dersim, succeed-
ed in electing at least a deputy for Turkey’s
next Grand National Assembly.

Also in all Kurdish areas save for Mus, Sert,
Batman and Igdir, the rate of Kurdish votes
went up dramatically in comparison to all
previous elections. In Istanbul, Turkey’s larg-
est city the Kurds won 3 seats where in the
last elections they got only one.

One other victory for the Kurdish bloc was
that six imprisoned candidates were elected
for the next parliament. They were: Het-
ice Dicle, Selma Irmak, Kemal Aktas, Feysal
Yidlz, Ibrahim Ayhan and Gulser Yidirim. By
winning 85,945 votes, Hetice Dicle, the jailed
candidate from Diyarbekir won more votes
than any other Kurdish candidate.

In Sunday’s elections, Erol Dora, an Assyrian
candidate from Mardin city was elected and
this is the first time an Assyrian reaches the
Turkish parliament. Ahmet Turk, the promi-
nent Kurdish politician from Turkey who was
a candidate from Mardin, voted for Erol Dora.

Hamit Geylani, the head of the Peace Democ-
racy Party (BDP) told Rudaw, “despite all the
challenges we were successful”

Regarding the city of Dersim where the Kurds
didn’t win any seats, Geylani said that it was

ORSAM
Rapor No: 57, Haziran 2011

9




10

ORTADOGU STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZi

unexpected. “But we didn’t expect to win any
seats from Bingol either;” said Geylani.

http://www.peyamner.com/details.aspx?1=4
&id=236860

Ozet:

Irak’taki en giiclii iki Kiirt partisinden biri
olan ve Bolgesel Kiirt Yonetimi lideri Mesut
Barzani'nin baskanligindaki KDP’ye bag-
lt olan Peyamner Haber Ajansimin isimsiz
yayinladigy bu analizde segimlerdeki Kiirt
adaylarin basarisimi on plana ¢ikarilmigtur.
AK Parti Genel Baskant ve Basbakan Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’in secim giinii balkon konusg-
masindaki yeni anayasaya iliskin sozlerine
dikkat ¢ekilen analizde, yeni bir anayasa ya-
pilmast igin disaridan destek aranacag ifade
edilmistir. Bu nedenle Erdogan’in soz verdigi
degisiklikleri yapabilmek icin secimlerde ¢ok
iyi bir performans gosterdigi ifade edilen Kiirt
milletvekillerinden destek isteyebilecegi belir-
tilmektedir. Bagimsiz Kiirt adaylarin, Tunceli
disindaki Kiirtlerin ¢ogunluk olarak yasadig
sehirlerin tamamindan milletvekili ¢ikarma-
simin oneminin vurgulandigy analizde, Mus,
Batman ve Igdir gibi yerlerde Kiirt oylarimn
gecen secimlere gore artis gosterdigine dikkat
cekilmistir. Aymi zamanda haklarinda tutuk-
lama karari olan alti Kiirt adaywn segildigi de
belirtilmistir. BDP Baskani Hamit Geylani'nin
sozlerine yer verilen analizde, Geylani'nin
Tunceliden milletvekili ¢ikarmay: umdukla-
rint ancak Bingolden milletvekili ¢ikarmay:
beklemediklerini soyledigi belirtilmistir.

Turkey’s Constitutional Reform, Rights
Of Kurdish People And Erdogan’s Chal-
lenge

20 Haziran 2011- Editorial

People of Turkey again chose AKP party for
third times and confirm their action, but they
did not give him absolute power to changing
the constitution of this country.
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Rajab Tayeb Erdogan ,for third times consec-
utive ,guidance his party to win ,this action in
the history of modern Turkey is unprecedent-
ed .the voters ,nearly 50 percent show trust
vote to polices and ruling party programs .but
this party still needs to gain support from
other parties to help change the Turkish con-
stitution provides.

The recent election of Turkey’s Parliament,
326 seats were belong to AKP party, even
while the party was hoping for 367 seats, two-
third of its seats of parliament and their de-
termination to obtain a majority .

Erdogan’s party has had good gains for people
of Turkey, but still suggested great promise
and its mandate to have duty it.

Preparation and approval of constitutional
and democratic, solving peaceful of Kurdish
people’s problem, continue reforms and fight
corruption and prevent military ambitions,
these matters, attention of the Turkish nation
and its ruling party. This party wants, econo-
my of Turkey put in order to do that globally.

The current constitution of the Turkey, the
generals in its latest coup, in the early 80s of
last century, adopted according to their inter-
ests. Erdogan ‘s party should be able provide
freedom, human rights and other slogans
were raised to Turkish and Kurdish people.

Certainly, minority of Kurdish will be
achieved, in fact already has taken steps for-
ward.

Turkey also will have broader foreign policy
development. because ruling party (AKP),
develop positive relationships ahead and has
had and from any way, following positive role
modeling.

Now, Turkey with free elections and adher-
ence to the principles of democracy, the inter-
nal front of Turkey will strong and the mes-
sage of “strong and effective” in international
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policies will give to the neighboring nations
and other.

http://www.peyamner.com/details.
aspx?1=4&id=237623

Ozet:

AK Parti'nin Tiirkiyede benzeri goriilmemis
bir bigimde secimleri kazandigimin belirtildigi
analizde, bu zafere ragmen anayasay: tek ba-
sina degistirme giiciinii elde edemedigi ifade
edilmistir. Analizde, AK Parti’nin Tiirkiye i¢in
biiyiik kazang oldugu vurgulanarak, ozellikle
yolsuzlukla miicadele, Kiirt halkimn sorunla-
rimin barisgil yollarla ¢oziilmesi, reformlarin
devam etmesi, askeri miidahalelerin oniine
gecilmesi gibi konularda adimlar atilmas:
gerektigi belirtilmistir. Analizde, Erdogan’in
partisi olarak ifade edilen AK Parti'nin Tiirk
ve Kiirtler igin ozgiirliik, insan haklar: gibi
sloganlary gergeklestirmesi gerektigi vurgula-
narak, Kiirt halkimin kesinlikle basarili olaca-
g1 ifade edilmektedir. Tiirkiye'nin genis tabanl
bir politika gelistireceginin soylendigi analiz-
de, gelisecek pozitif iliskilerin bir rol model
olacagr belirtilmektedir. Tiirkiye'nin serbest
secimler ve demokrasi ilkelerine baglilikla i¢
politikasinda giiclenmesinin, uluslararasi po-
litikada komsular: ve diger iilkeler icin giiclii
ve etkili bir mesaj olacag: dile getirilmistir.

Rudaw

Western Experts: Kurds Make Gains in
Turkish Elections

19 Haziran 2011- Hawar Abdulrazzaq

Western experts believe Kurds are the real
winners of last week’s Turkish election but are
skeptical that the new parliament will signifi-
cantly change the political system.

Independent Kurdish candidates won 36
seats in the June 12 parliamentary election,

up from 22 seats in the last parliament. Prime
Minister Receb Tayyib Erdogan’s Justice and
Development Party (AKP) won the most
votes, 50 percent, which will give the party
about 326 seats.

“For the most part, I think the results will
mean that the government will continue
largely as it has been. The victory will likely
make the AKP safe from interference by the
military,” said Paul Kubicek, a professor in the
Department of Political Science at Oakland
University and an expert on Turkish internal
policy.

Experts believe that Kurds have for first time
become an important element in Turkey’s po-
litical arena.

One of the key issues in the election was
amending the constitution. Earlier this week
Erdogan said the AKP and other parties “civil-
ian, free constitution which embraces all par-
ties of the society together”

But AKP will need the support of other MPs
to amend the constitution, and Kurds can
play an important role.

“AKP does not have enough seats in the as-
sembly to unilaterally change the constitu-
tion. Erdogan has said he wants to work with
all parties,” Kubicek said.

During his campaign, Erdogan took a more
nationalist tone and accused the main pro-
Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party (BDP)
of having links to Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK). He has also said that his party will not
recognize any languages other than Turkish
as official state languages.

Asked if this election brings changes in Turk-
ish domestic politics, Kubicek told Rudaw “If
the EU continues to put some pressure on the
Turkish government and the Kurdish depu-
ties resist doing anything too provocative,
some progress will be made, but I do not see
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a major overhaul of the political system to de-
centralize it or make it a federal state”

Parliamentary candidates can only be elected
if their parties or coalitions win at least 10
percent of the vote. Kubicek expected Tur-
key’s election threshold may change.

“One reform that seems likely to take place
is lowering the country’s election threshold
from 10 percent to something close to 5 per-
cent which could help the Kurds greatly,” he
said.

Observers believe the new election law could
reward Kurds with around 70 parliamentary
seats.

BDP leaders let their candidates run indepen-
dently rather than within the party to circum-
vent the threshold.

“Although a lot of attention has focused on
Erdogan’s success, I would argue that the
Kurdish BDP was the real big winner from
these elections,” said Gareth Jenkins, an inde-
pendent Istanbul-based British analyst.

“Its candidates increased their votes by a large
margin. At the same time, they have raised
the bar in terms of their demands, from great-
er cultural and political rights for Turkey’s
Kurds to political autonomy. Importantly,
the younger generation of Kurds wants even
more. Many support full independence”

http://www.rudaw.net/english/news/tur-
key/3762.html

Ozet:

Analizde, Batili uzmanlarin goriislerine dik-
kat ¢ekilerek, Tiirkiyedeki secimleri asil kaza-
namn Kiirtler oldugu, ancak siyasal sistemde
onemli bir degisiklik olup olmayacagi konu-
sunda gstipheci bir yaklasim bulundugu dile
getirilmektedir. Amerikadaki Oakland Uni-
versitesi Siyaset Bilimi Boliimii'nde profesor
ve Tiirk i¢ politikasi konusunda bir uzman
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olan Paul Kubicek’in goriislerine yer verilen
analizde, bu segim zaferinin askerlerin mii-
dahalesinden AK Parti’yi koruyacag belirtil-
migstir. Analizde, Kiirtlerin ilk kez Tiirk siya-
setinde onemli bir unsur haline geldigi ifade
edilmektedir. AK Parti'nin anayasa degisikligi
icin diger milletvekillerinin destegine ihtiyag
duyacaginin belirtildigi analizde ve Kiirtlerin
onemli bir rol oynayabilecegi dile getirilmek-
tedir. Kubicek’in goriislerine dikkat ¢ekilen
analizde, Avrupa Birligi'nin Tiirkiye iizerin-
deki baskist ve Kiirt siyasetgilerin direnigi so-
nucunda Tiirkiye'nin siyasal sisteminin degis-
mesine iliskin bazi adimlar atilabilecedi ifade
edilirken, siyasal sistemin federalizme dogru
evirlmesinin miimkiin olmayacag dile getiril-
mektedir.

Kurdish Solidarity Felt in Turkey’s
Elections

16 Haziran 2011 - Editorial

The newly elected deputy from Mardin, Ah-
met Turk said that the election results showed
the Kurds are united.

“The election results mean that the Kurdish
people are united and our demands are go-
ing to be on the national agenda. If not, there
will be more pain and more problems in the
future,” he said.

In an interview with Dicle News Agency, Turk
said that despite the success in last week’s
elections, the Kurds of Turkey still have a
struggle ahead of them.

“We participated in the election for a demo-
cratic constitution, for democratic autonomy
and we are still struggling for education in our
own language and to free our friends from
prison.” Turk said.

Six Kurdish candidates were elected in the
June 12 elections while held in Turkish jails.
They were: Hetice Dicle, Selma Irmak, Kemal



12 HAZIRAN 2011 TURKIYE GENEL SECIMLERININ ORTADOGU ULKELERINDEKi YANSIMALARI

Aktas, Feysal Yidlz, Ibrahim Ayhan and Guls-
er Yildirim.

In Sunday’s parliamentary elections, the inde-
pendent Kurdish candidates recorded a major
success. They won 36 seats into Turkey’s Par-
liament. Ahmet Turk said that people should
stand behind the candidates and carry on
with their civil disobedience for their rights.

“The message is very clear;” Turk said. “The
state needs to pull itself together. We are call-
ing for a democratic solution to the Kurdish
issue. We will no longer accept a life like this.
We will continue to be united and we will
continue doing peaceful civil disobedience
actions”

Turkish Prime Minister Receb Tayyib Erdo-
gan whose Justice and Development Party
(AKP) won a third term in office by securing
326 seats has promised to draft a new con-
stitution for the country. However, his party
didn’t win two-thirds of the votes needed to
carry out this promise independently.

In a victory speech to thousands of his sup-
ports in the capital Ankara, PM Erdogan said,
“People gave us a message to build the new
constitution through consensus and nego-
tiation. We will discuss the new constitution
with opposition parties. This new constitu-
tion will meet peace and justice demands.

For his part, Turk said that democratic auton-
omy for the Kurds should be the main focus
of the new constitution.

“The new constitution must be based on dem-
ocratic autonomy, which must be a topic for
discussion,” he said. “We will work towards
this. If our demands are ignored by the state,
the people will create their own method to es-
tablish the system they are aiming for”

Turkey’s large Kurdish population has been
struggling for political and cultural rights for

decades, and the Turkish military has always
suppressed them heavy-handedly while radi-
cal national parties have bitterly barred any
Kurdish initiative in parliament.

In the 2007 elections the Kurdish candidates
won only 22 seats, down by 14 compared to
now. Ahmet Turk, the former co-chair of the
Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) said that
the Kurdish people were this time more aware
of their rights and they practiced solidarity.

“Indeed, our people have proven how much
they are linked to the struggle for freedom,
our demands and the way we practice poli-
tics,” he said. “This solidarity is definitely very
important and it has put great responsibility
on our shoulders. Our people have done their
duty. From now on, our friends and we will
perform our parliamentary duty”

http://www.rudaw.net/english/news/tur-
key/3757.html

Ozet:

Irak’ta Kiirt Bolgesel Yonetimi'nin énemli ga-
zetelerinden biri olan Rudaw Gazetesinde
editor yazisi olarak yaywmlanan bu analizde,
“Tiirkiyedeki segimlerde Kiirt dayanmsma-
st hissedildi” bashigt on plana ¢ikarilmustir.
Mardinden Milletvekili segilen bagimsiz aday
Ahmet Tiirk’iin sézlerine yer verilen analizde,
bu segimlerin Kiirtlerin birligini gosterdigi ve
sivil itaatsizligin devam etmesi gerektigi ifade
edilmigtir. AK Parti’nin yeni anayasa soyle-
mine yonelik Ahmet Tiirk’iin ifadelerini kul-
lanan Rudaw, anayasal ozerkligin taleplerin
basinda geldigini dile getirmistir. Tiirkiyedeki
Kiirt niifusun on yillar boyunca siyasi ve kiil-
tiirel haklarini elde etmek icin miicadele etti-
gini vurgulayan Rudaw, Tiirk askeri giictiniin
her donemde Kiirtlere karst sert uygulamalar
neticesinde Kiirtlerin bu haklarin elde ede-
medigi one siirmektedir.
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Ak News

KRG official predicts bright new era for
Turkey’s Kurds

16 Haziran - Fryad Mohammed

After bagging more seats than ever in the re-
cent Turkish elections, the country’s Kurds
can look forward to more openness towards
their plight for cultural recognition, says a se-
nior Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG)
official.

Head of the region’s presidential office, Fuad
Hussein told AKnews that he expects Turkey’s
‘open policy’ towards the country’s 20,000
Kurds — engendered by the ruling Justice and
Development Party (AKP) — will continue to
develop during this, the party’s third term in
power.

The AKP led by Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan secured 49.9% of the national vote
on Sunday - giving them 326 seats in the
550-seat parliament.

Independent candidates, representing the
pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party
(BDP) in the country’s predominantly Kurd-
ish southeast, polled 5.9% of the votes — ac-
cording them 36 parliamentary seats — up
from 21 in the previous term.

Although the BDP did not assure a seat in the
National Assembly which under the Turkish
electoral system requires a minimum 10%
vote, the AKP also fell short of its 330-seat
target which would have allowed them to uni-
laterally re-write the Turkish constitution.

The Kurds want the new Turkish constitution
to recognize a form of ‘democratic autonomy’
in the predominantly Kurdish southeast as
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well as addressing wider issues such as the
recognition of a ‘Kurdish identity’ or the right
to education in the Kurdish language.

The electoral results not only oblige the AKP
to include all opposition factions in the con-
stitution-writing process, but provide the
country’s Kurds with a greater say.

Hussein believes that relations between Tur-
key and the Iraqi-Kurdistan region will also
continue to develop. In previous terms, the
Turkish state had refused to recognize the
semi-autonomous northern Iraqi enclave but
strong economic ties have developed between
the two over recent years.

http://www.aknews.com/en/
aknews/4/246762/

Ozet:

Kiirt Bolgesel Yonetimi Baskanlik Ofisi Sorum-
lusu Fuad Hiiseyin, son secimle mecliste sim-
diye kadarki en fazla koltuk sayisina ulasan
Kiirtlerin, kiiltiirel taminmayla ilgili sozlerine
karsi artik daha fazla agiklik bekleyebilecegi
yoniindeki sozlerine yer veren analizde, AK
Parti’nin aguim politikasinin devam etmesine
dikkat cekilmektedir. Analizde Kiirtlerin, AK
Parti tarafindan olusturulmasi planlanan ye-
ni anayasanin Kiirt niifusun yogun olarak ya-
sadig giineydogu bolgesinde bir ‘demokratik
ozerklik’ bi¢iminin taminmasin istedigi vurgu-
lamirken, ayrica ‘Kiirt Kimligi'nin taninmasi,
Kiirtce egitim hakk: gibi daha genis kapsamli
konulara da yer verilmigtir. Analizde secim
sonuglarimin AK Parti’yi yalnizca anayasa sii-
recine muhalefeti dahil etmeye degil, Kiirtlere
daha biiyiik sozler vermeye da zorladig gorii-
siine yer almaktadir. Analizin sonunda Fuad
Hiiseyin’in sozlerine yer verilerek, Tiirkiye ile
Kiirt Bolgesel Yonetim arasindaki geligen ilig-
kilerin devam edecegine vurgu yapimaktadur.
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URDUN
Ammon News

Turkish PM ‘to govern for all’ after poll
win

13 Haziran 2011- Editorial

Turkey’s ruling Justice and Development Par-
ty (AKP) has won a third term in parliament,
winning nearly 50 per cent of the vote in the
country’s general election.

But the AKP, led by Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
the country’s prime minister, fell short of its
target of 330 seats on Sunday, which would
have allowed it to press ahead with its plans
to unilaterally rewrite the country’s constitu-
tion.

In a victory speech before thousands of flag-
waving supporters in the capital Ankara, Er-
dogan pledged “humility” and said he would
work with rivals.

“People gave us a message to build the new
constitution through consensus and negotia-
tion,” he said.

“We will discuss the new constitution with
opposition parties. This new constitution will
meet peace and justice demands”

Erdogan said a new constitution, replacing
one introduced under martial law in 1982,
was needed to make Turkey more democratic
and to enhance individual freedoms.

Celebrating crowds waving Turkish and AKP
flags gathered outside the party’s headquar-
ters in Ankara, where Erdogan addressed
supporters.

Crowds also gathered in Istanbul’s main
Taksim Square to watch the speech on big
screens, Al Jazeera’s Ayse Alibeyoglu report-
ed from the scene.

Turkey’s booming economy during the AKP’s
decade-long stewardship, as well as the coun-
try’s heightened international profile, had
been seen as Erdogan’s main strengths going
into Sunday’s vote.

Consolidating Power

Opponents say the AKP wants to write the
constitution to consolidate its grip on power,
and said Erdogan wants to introduce a system
with more executive powers for the president
- a role they accuse him of coveting.

Erdogan’s socially conservative party won 49.9
per cent of the vote, with the main opposition
Republican People’s Party (CHP) getting 25.9
per cent, and the Nationalist Movement Party
(MHP) 13 per cent.

Independent candidates, representing the
pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party
(BDP) in the Kurdish-majority southeast,
polled 5.9 per cent of votes.

Under Turkey’s electoral system, a party must
gain at least 10 per cent of the national vote to
win seats in the National Assembly.

Final results indicate that the AKP will have
326 seats in the new parliament, the CHP
135, the MHP 53, and independents 36.

‘End of long marathon’

Kemal Kilicdaroglu, the leader of the CHP,
who voted in Ankara, said: “We have come to
the end of a long marathon ... There is a good
mood. There is a democracy feast”.

The CHP, a secularist centre-left party, had
built its election campaign on pledges of
democratic reform, arguing that the AKP was
turning Turkey into a “police state”.

Sex tapes forced 10 leading members of the
MHP to quit the election race, prompting
speculation over whether the party could slip
under the 10 per cent threshold.
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Voters cast their ballots in transparent plastic
boxes, rather than traditional wooden boxes,
for the first time - a measure introduced to
prevent allegations of fraud.

Istanbul will be represented by 85 deputies
in the new parliament, while Ankara gets 31
seats. Many of Turkey’s less populated prov-
inces will be represented by a single deputy.

Seats are awarded on the basis of proportion-
al representation, with each party gaining a
number of seats in each district based on its
share of the local vote.

http://en.ammonnews.net/article.
aspx?articleNO=12369

Ozet:

Urdiin Gazetesi olan Ammon Newsde editor
yazist olarak yer alan analizde, Bagsbakan Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan’in yeni anayasa yapimina
iliskin kapsayict politikalar izleyecegine yo-
nelik agiklamalary one ¢ikarimistir. Yazida,
on yullik AK Parti yonetimindeki Tiirkiyedeki
ekonomik gelismeler ve Tiirkiye'nin uluslara-
rast politikada artan profilinin, AK Parti’nin
secimlerdeki ana giiciinii olusturdugu ifade
edilmistir.

LUBNAN
Al-Manar TV

Erdogan’s Party Wins Third Term in
Turkish Elections

13 Haziran 2011- Local Editor

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan’s party, Justice and Development (AKP),
secured on Sunday a third term in office, win-
ning about 326 seats in the Parliament.
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However, the party fell short of the 367-seat
majority (two-third) needed to make unilat-
eral constitutional changes. The party will not
be able now to make constitutional changes
without putting it to a public referendum.

Erdogan said he would build consensus with
rivals, as he pledged “humility”

“People gave us a message to build the new
constitution through consensus and nego-
tiation,” he said in a victory speech as he ad-
dressed celebrating crowds outside the par-
ty’s headquarters in Ankara”We will be seek-
ing consensus with the main opposition, the
opposition, parties outside of parliament, the
media, NGOs, with academics, with anyone
who has something to say”

Erdogan added that he would write a “civil-
ian, free constitution which embraces all par-
ties of the society together”

“We will discuss the new constitution with
opposition parties. This new constitution will
meet peace and justice demands”.

Erdogan also said a new constitution, replac-
ing one introduced under martial law in 1982,
was needed to make Turkey more democratic
and to enhance individual freedoms.

Opponents say the AKP wants to write the
constitution to consolidate its grip on power,
and said Erdogan wants to introduce a system
with more executive powers for the president.

“Believe me, Sarajevo won today as much as
Istanbul, Beirut won as much as Izmir, Da-
mascus won as much as Ankara, Ramallah,
Nablus, Jenin, the West Bank, Jerusalem won

»

as much as Diyarbakir’; Erdogan said.

More than 50 million people, about two-
thirds of Turkey’s population of 73 million,
were eligible to vote in Sunday’s election.
NTV television said turnout was 84.5%.
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Opposition Share

The main opposition Republican People’s
Party (CHP) secured 25.9 per cent, while the
Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) got 13
per cent.

Independent candidates, representing the
pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party
(BDP) in the Kurdish-majority southeast,
polled 5.9 per cent of votes.

Under Turkey’s electoral system, a party must
gain at least 10 per cent of the national vote to
win seats in the National Assembly.

Final results indicated that the AKP would
have 326 seats in the new parliament, the
CHP 135, the MHP 53, and independents 36.

http://www.almanar.com.lb/english/adetails.
php?eid=18876&frid=23&seccatid=55&cid=
23&fromval=1

Ozet:

Liibnandaki Hizbullah hareketine bagli El-
Manar Televizyonu'nun internet sitesinde,
editor yazisi olarak kaleme alinan analizde,
segimlerin galibi AK Parti'nin, ligiincii do-
nem igin de giiven kazandigi ifade edilmistir.
Yine de AK Parti'nin segim zaferinin anaya-
sast tek basina degistirmeye vakif olamadi-
Sumn belirtildigi analizde, bu nedenle Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’in rakiplerine tevazu goste-
rerek uzlagsmact bir yontem izleyecegi belir-
tilmigtir. Buna karst muhalefetin goriislerine
de yer veren analiz muhalefetin yaklagimini
Erdogan’in planladigi anayasa igin yiiriitme-
nin olmasi gerekenden fazla iktidarin elinde
olacagr yonmiinde elestirel bir bakis agisina
sahiptir. Belirtilen bir diger onemli husus ise
Tiirkiye'nin segim sistemi altindaki bir parti-
nin millet meclisinde sandalye elde edebilmesi
icin ulusal oylarin en az %10’una sahip olma-
st gerekliligidir.

Daily Star

EU hails AK Party’s election victory,
but Israel wary June

14 Haziran - Editorial

The European Union Monday hailed Turkey’s
ruling party election victory while Israel was
more cautious, calling on Ankara to act “re-
sponsibly” and prevent fresh tensions in the
region.

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan’s Islamist-rooted AK Party won a crush-
ing majority in Sunday’s parliamentary elec-
tions for a third straight win, with nearly 50
percent of the vote.

EU President Herman Van Rompuy and
Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso
applauded the poll results, saying they pro-
vided the AK Party with fresh impetus to pur-
sue reforms and boost Turkey’s EU entry bid.

The reforms, including a promised consti-
tutional overhaul, should “strengthen con-
fidence between Turkey and all EU member
states,” they said in a joint statement.

“Progress in these fields should also give new
impetus to the accession negotiations with
the European Union ... We would welcome
you to Brussels at your earliest convenience,’
they added.

Turkey’s neighbor Iran also congratulated Er-
dogan, with Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Sale-
hi declaring that “the prospect of expansion
of bilateral ties is very bright”

But its other regional neighbor Israel took the
opportunity to call on Turkey to block a flo-
tilla of activists hoping to sail to Gaza, warn-
ing a go-ahead would mar bilateral relations.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
welcomed the “free and fair” election but
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Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon told
public radio, “We hope that a responsible
government will not act against international
law and will stop its citizens from entering
dangerous zones.”

A group of pro-Palestinian activists, led by
several Turkish groups, have said they plan to
sail to Gaza in June, in a repeat of a mission
they undertook in May 2010 which resulted
in bloodshed when Israeli commandos raid-
ed the ships as they approached Gaza. Nine
Turks were killed in the assault.

“This election is an occasion to open a new
page. This doesn’t depend on us, but on the
Turks, and we hope to see from them a policy
that is more thought-out and balanced and
responsible;” Ayalon said.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/In-
ternational/2011/Jun-14/EU-hails-AK-
Partys-election-victory-but-Israel-wary.
ashx#ixzz1PEjCR6zf

Ozet:

Litbnan’in yiiksek tirajli gazetelerinden Daily
Star, Tiirkiyedeki segimlerin uluslararasi ve
bolgesel yansimalarint konu edinen bir ana-
liz yapmustir. Avrupa Birligi'nin AK Parti'nin
secim zaferini ovgiiyle karsiladigint belirten
gazete, Israil'in Tiirkiyedeki secimleri ‘6zgiir”
ve ‘adil” olmasi dolayisvyla kutladigini, ancak
ihtiyatl davrandigint ifade etmistir. Israilden
yapilan agiklamalara dikkat ceken yazida,
Israil'in Tiirkiye'nin Ortadogudaki sorunlara
yaklasiminda sorumlu davranmasint ve yeni
gerilimleri onleyici politikalar yiiriitmesini
istedigi dile getirilmistir. Yazida, Avrupa Bir-
ligi yetkililerini Tiirkiyedeki se¢imleri olumlu
karsiadigr ve Tiirkiye'nin Avrupa Birligine
tam iiyeligi icin yapmasi gereken reformlara
destek olunmast icin yeni bir ivme kazanaca-
& belirtilmistir. Iran’n da Erdogan’t kutladig
belirtilen yazida, Iran Disisler Bakani Ali Ek-
ber Salihi’nin sozlerine yer verilerek, Tiirkiye
ile Iran arasinda ikili iliskilerin gelistirilme-
sinin yolunun agik oldugu ifade edilmektedir.
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PAN-ARAP GAZETELERI
Al Arabiya

Erdogan wins Turkey parliamentary
election with reduced majority

12 Haziran 2011 - Mustapha Ajbaili
and Sara Ghasemilee

Turkey’s ruling Islamist-rooted party clinched
a record landslide in Sunday’s parliamentary
polls but was short of the two-thirds major-
ity it needs to amend the constitution, near-
complete results showed. With 99 percent
of the votes counted, Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s Justice and Development
Party (AKP) was leading with 50 percent of
the vote for a third straight win, according to
results on television channels.

It was the party’s highest electoral score
since it came to power in 2002 but appeared
to fall just short of the 367-seat majority in
the 550-member parliament it was seeking to
unilaterally amend the constitution, the lega-
cy of a 1980 military coup.

A Muslim democracy and candidate for the
European Union, Turkey has become an eco-
nomic powerhouse and influential player on
the global stage since Mr. Erdogan’s AK Party
first swept to power in 2002.

The AK will be forced to compromise with
other parties to press on with plans to replace
the existing charter, written almost 30 years
ago during a period of military rule.

“The people gave us a message to build the
new constitution through consensus and
negotiation,” Mr. Erdogan said in a victory
speech to supporters from the balcony of the
AK Party headquarters in Ankara. “We will
discuss the new constitution with opposition
parties.”
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Advocating the spread of democracy in the
region as the “Arab Spring” takes hold, Mr.
Erdogan will now be under scrutiny over how
he handles the hottest foreign policy issue of
the moment, with thousands of Syrians flee-
ing to Turkey to escape a brutal crackdown by
his friend President Bashar Al Assad.

“It seems the election outcome is heading to-
ward the best-case scenario for the markets: a
solid majority for AKP but short of the 330+
seats required to amend the constitution and
put it to a referendum,’ said Wolfango Piccoli,
an analyst at Eurasia Group risk consultancy
in London.

The result boosted the lira currency in early
Asian trade, and analysts expected to see fur-
ther gains against the dollar.

“Falling short of 330 seats, the AKP would be
forced to enter into negotiations with the op-
position for the desired changes: a scenario
that should help to limit the risk of further
polarization,” Mr. Piccoli said.

AK supporters celebrated regardless, honking
horns and waving flags as they drove around
towns across the country.

The center-left Republican People’s Party
(CHP) took 25.9 percent of the vote while the
far right Nationalist Movement Party (MHP)
got 13 percent, exceeding the 10-percent
threshold required for parties to enter parlia-
ment. The election board will ratify official
results in coming days.

Kemal Kilicdaroglu, who gave the CHP new
direction when he took over leadership of the
party last year, said it was the best showing
by the party of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the
founder of the Turkish republic, since a mili-
tary coup in 1980.

“We wish all success to AKP, but they must
remember there’s a stronger main opposition
party now,” he told CHP supporters.

There were few reports of trouble during the
vote, though there were some clashes after-
wards in Diyarbakir, the main city in the res-
tive Kurdish region, where a strong showing
by independents fielded by the pro-Kurdish
Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) played a
big part in denying the AK’s advance.

“Our people want the Kurdish issue to be
solved through peaceful and democratic
methods. We will work for it and will struggle
to meet the demands of Kurdish people with
the new constitution,” Serafettin Elci, a pro-
spective Kurdish MP for the southeastern city
of Diyarbakir, told Reuters. “This is a huge
success for us. We expect the PM to signal a
strong hope for the solution of the Kurdish
problem for Turkey’s future”

Mr. Erdogan’s support has been built on his
success in creating a booming economy and
in ending decades of chaotic coalitions, mili-
tary coups and failed international financial
bailouts.

The only doubt hanging over Sunday’s vote
had been over the margin of Mr. Erdogan’s
victory, given aims for a new constitution.
There has been speculation that Mr. Erdogan
will seek to move Turkey toward a more pres-
idential system of government, with an ulti-
mate aim of becoming president himself. Mr.
Erdogan, whose party evolved from banned
Islamist movements, says the new charter
will be based on democratic and pluralistic
principles that will bring Turkey closer to EU
standards.

Turkey and the AKP are often cited as models
for supporters of democracy living through
the “Arab Spring” in parts of the Middle East
and North Africa. But while foreign investors
traditionally have seen AK as the most mar-
ket-friendly party; Mr. Erdogan’s critics say he
has an authoritarian streak.

Opponents point to rampant use of wiretaps
by state agencies, the detention of journal-
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ists critical of the government, nepotism
and a widening gap between rich and poor.
Analysts have warned the new government
will face sobering economic challenges. The
current account deficit is ballooning, fiscal
policy needs tightening to cool overheating
and youth unemployment is high in a country
where the average age is 28.

http://english.alarabiya.net/arti-
cles/2011/06/12/152903.html

Ozet:

Yazida Islami kokenli olarak tamimlanan AK
Parti’nin parlamentoda tek basina anayasa o-
naylamak igin ihtiyaci olan sandalyesine ula-
samasa da segimleri oylarin neredeyse %50'si-
ni alarak kazandigi belirtilmigtir. Bir Miislii-
man demokrasi ornegi ve AB aday: olan iilke
2002 yiindan itibaren Sayin Erdogan énder-
liginde bélgede onemli bir ekonomik bir gii¢ ve
aktor haline geldiginin de belirtildigi yazi da
yaklagik 30 yil once askeri darbe ile hazirlan-
mis olan mevcut anayasay: degistirmek icin
diger partileri de ikna etmeye ¢alisacagina
dair bir éngoriide bulunulmustur. Ayrica, bol-
geyi saran Arap Bahart ve demokratiklesme
riizgart ile Suriyedeki gelismeler ve Tiirkiye
simrinda akan miilteci akinlar: baglaminda
Erdogan heniiz bu yeni donemde nasil bir dis
politika izleyecegi konusunda agiklama yap-
madigina yer verilmis ve segim sonuglarinin
ozellikle ekonomi cercevesinde istikrar getire-
cedi vurgulanmugstir.

Muhalefet  partilerinin  se¢im  sonuglari-
na da yer veren yazida CHP Genel Bagkani
Kiligdaroglu'nu partiye yeni bir yon veren li-
der olarak tanimlannmus ve segcim sonuglarumn
Kiligdaroglu tarafindan olumlu degerlendiril-
digini belirtilmistir. CHP’nin yani sira BDP’ ye
de deginen yazi Serafettin El¢i’nin sozlerine ve
iilkede yasanan siddet olaylarina yer vermis-
tir.

Yazida Basbakan Erdogan’in secim basarisi,
ekonomik bagari, kaotik koalisyon ve askeri
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darbe donemini sona erdirmesi ve bankacilik
sektoriinii iyilestirmesine dayandirilmustir.

Secim sonrast doneme iliskin ise yeni Anaya-
sa ve Baskanlik sistemi konusundaki tartis-
malara kisaca deginilmis, gelecekte ekonomik
sorunlarin AK Parti’yi zorlayacak sorunlara
olarak ortaya ¢ikacagi ongoriisii yapumigtir.

After the elections

16 Haziran 2011 - ihsan Yilmaz

Last Saturday I wrote here: “I believe that at
least half of the electorate can see what I can
see. In this sense, tomorrow we will not only
hold an election but a census too” And, ex-
actly 50 percent of Turkey voted in favor of
the Justice and Development Party (AK Par-
ty). Yet, despite this, the party couldn’t secure
the 330 deputies it needed to take a new con-
stitution to referendum. This will bring some
advantages and disadvantages.

First, let us start with the advantages. It now
seems that everybody is strangely happy
about the election results. The Republican
People’s Party (CHP) claims to be the only
winner in these elections as only the CHP in-
creased its number of deputies and they now
have 3.5 million more voters. The National-
ist Movement Party (MHP) is just relieved to
have passed the 10 percent election thresh-
old. The Peace and Democracy Party (BDP)
almost doubled its deputies. This will ease the
pressure on the AK Party. It is also beneficial
in the sense that the bureaucratic oligarchy
will not lose hope from democracy, the only
game in town. I believe that they will give Ke-
mal Kiligdaroglu one more chance, hoping
that a CHP-MHP coalition dream can come
true in four years and everything lost to dem-
ocratic forces will be taken back. This is what
happened after the Turgut Ozal decade when
the Siileyman Demirel-Erdal Inénii coalition
came to power. Why should history not re-
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peat itself? Mathematically speaking, thanks
to the Supreme Election Board’s (YSK) politi-
cal engineering maneuvers, with 50 percent
of the votes the AK Party could only get 325
deputies into Parliament. If votes recede to
40 or so percent, it may not be able to win
a majority of seats and the establishment will
make sure that an anti-AK Party coalition is
formed.

The major disadvantage is that the AK Party
may never deliver a new constitution. Even
though all parties state that they want a new
constitution, in practice their voters may
not penalize them if they did not help in the
preparation of a new constitution. The MHP
and CHP will easily explain away their lack of
compromise by saying, “the AK Party wanted
to end the Turkish Republic and we prevented
this” If the Kurdish BDP tells its voters that
there are not enough rights in the proposed
draft then most of its voters will also not be
content.

As far as I can see there is only one credible
possibility that will help the MHP and CHP.
If they fear that they will not win at the next
elections they will prefer the government’s
powers are weakened with a new constitu-
tion. Take the presidency for instance. It was
designed as pro-establishment and preferably
for a retired military general. Thus, it is not
merely a symbolic position and has crucial
powers that are now being used by a former
member of the AK Party. He keeps appoint-
ing non-oligarchic university rectors and
constitutional court judges. Another case is
Higher Education Board (YOK). Thanks to
a new YOK administration universities are
no longer castles of Kemalism and Turkish
nationalism. The MHP and CHP would wel-
come any changes that would weaken the
presidency and YOK.

Another possibility is pressure by civil soci-
ety organizations and big businesses such as
Turkish Industrialists and Businessmen’s As-
sociation (TUSIAD) that may influence the

CHP and MHP. In this sense, the MHP is
influence-proof but the CHP is open to influ-
ence as they want to come to power. In this
case we can never be sure about big business
and TUSIAD as they are open to the oligar-
chy’s influence. All in all, I am not so optimis-
tic about a new constitution but this does not
mean that democratization will stop in this
country. It will only take a little more time.

http://english.alarabiya.net/
views/2011/06/16/153503.html

Ozet:

Secim sonuglarinda AK Partinin aldigt yak-
lasik %50°lik basariya ve yeni anayasa igin
yeterli milletvekili sayisina ulasilamamas ol-
masi konusu ile baglayan yazi, bu durumun
avantajlar: ve dezavantajlarina odaklanmusg-
tir.,

Ihsan Yilmaz avantajlarin basinda secim so-
nuglarindan CHP daha fazla oy aldigi, MHP
baraji gectigi ve BDP milletvekili sayisint ne-
redeyse iki katina ¢ikardigi icin her partinin
memnun oldugunu belirtmektedir. Yazar gene
bu baglamda biirokratik oligarsinin éniimiiz-
deki dort yil icinde CHP-MHP koalisyonu igin
umutlandigini ve su ana kadar verilmis tiim
demokratik haklarin geri alinabilme olasiligi-
nmin mevcut oldugunu séylemektedir. Bu duru-
ma 6rnek olarak da Ozal sonrasi Demirel-Ino-
nii koalisyonunu gostermektedir. Ote yandan
yazida YSK’'mn yaptigi siyasi manevra ile AK
Parti aldigi oylara nispeten daha az sayida
milletvekilini partiye sokabildigi, boylece bir
sonraki segimlerde oylarin %40 in altina diis-

mesi halinde koalisyon yolunun agilabildigi
iddia edilmektedir.

Yazar secim sonuglarimin dezavantajlar: a-
rasinda ise AK Parti’nin tek basina anayasa
olusturamamasint saymaktadir. Tiim parti-
lerin yeni bir anayasa talep etme konusunda
mutabik olduklarim belirten yazi éte yandan
se¢men tabamini kaybetmekten korkan CHP
ve MHP'nin bu konuda ¢ekimser kalabilecegi-
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ni belirtmektedir. YOK ve Cumhurbaskanhgt
yetkilerini sumrlandirma konusunda hevesli
olduklar: belirtilen CHP ve MHP’nin bu sii-
rece dahil olabilmeleri i¢in bazi baskilarin
ortaya ¢ikmasi gerektigini vurgulayan yazar,
MHPnin bu baskilardan etkilenmeyecegini
ancak CHP’nin TUSIAD basta olmak iizere
isadamlart dernekleri ve sivil toplum kuru-
luslarindan gelen baskiyi goz oniinde tutabi-
lecegini soylemektedir. Yazinin sonunda Ihsan
Yilmaz tiim olasiiklar konusunda iyimser
olmadigini, ancak demokratiklesme siirecinin
devam edecegine yer vermektedir.

It’s the economy, stupid. Or how Recep
Erdogan won Turkey’s election

15 Haziran 2011 - Muna Khan

At a time when election results anywhere tend
to show voter apathy, there are many lessons
to learn from Turkey’s turnout at the polls.

Namely that at the end of the day, when it
comes to voting, it’s usually the economy that
is the decisive factor.

Recep Erdogan secured his third term as
prime minister with results that are the stuff
leaders can only dream of.

When his party the AKP first won the elec-
tions in 2002, it received 10.7 million votes.
On June 12 those figures doubled to 21.4
million. While Mr. Erdogan falls short of the
parliamentary seats required to overhaul the
Constitution without a referendum, he has
a strong enough mandate to do this and one
hopes he does with a consensus.

These formidable results are down to one
thing: the economy. Its growth rate is 9 per-
cent, the country’s GDP has doubled since he
first came into power and IMF data suggests
it could cross $1 trillion this year and exports
have almost tripled. The IMF estimates that
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by 2015, Turkey’s economy will be the world’s
16th largest.

The stunning facts and figures are irrelevant
to the Turks whose lives have changed under
Mr. Erdogan’s tenure. The dramatic improve-
ment in their living standards is what got him
the votes to soldier on with his ambitious
plans. They are confident that he will be able
to address investor concerns about the coun-
try’s fast growing credit and a fiscal policy
that needs to be tightened.

Although Mr. Erdogan campaigned on do-
mestic issues, his immediate priorities are
foreign policy related: one, the most pressing,
is relations with Syria and two, a potential
confrontation with Israel over the upcoming
flotilla carrying goods to Palestine.

Over the years, Mr. Erdogan has matured in-
to a leader that handles foreign policy issues
firmly without fear of reprisal from the West.
Whether it is rebuilding once fractious rela-
tions with Syria and then chastising President
Bashar Al Assad for his crackdown or show-
ing that he is able to stand up to the bullying
tactics of Israel (Mr. Erdogan is still remem-
bered and beloved for walking out of a World
Economic Forum discussion in Davos to pro-
test what he saw was the moderator’s favor-
ing of Israel), a majority of Turks say they are
proud of his leadership.

Admiration aside, Mr. Erdogan’s desire to
push ahead with ambitious plans need to be
met with caution. The party’s plans to rewrite
the Constitution with an enhanced role for
the presidency (which Mr. Erdogan is vying
next) and a diminished role for the military
do not have the overwhelming support that
his economic policies do. The largely secular
military and judiciary is apprehensive of any
changes that threaten the secular fabric of
Turkey.

While the economy came out trumps as the
decisive factor, there are other issues at stake
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here which is where society can step in and
step up to the task of ensuring Mr. Erdogan
doesn’t quash issues in his journey to becom-
ing an emperor.

http://english.alarabiya.net/arti-
cles/2011/06/15/153385.html

Ozet:

Secim sonuglarinda belirleyici faktoriin eko-
nomi oldugunu savunan Muna Khan, yazi-
sinda 2002 yilindan itibaren AK Parti'nin
basarisint arttirdigini belirtmektedir. Basba-
kan Erdoganin yeni anayasa igin yeterince
giiclii oldugunu ancak uzlasi sartt aramasin
temenni ettigini de belirtmektedir. Simdiye
kadar ulasimis ekonomik basari, hayat stan-
dartlary iyilestirilmis insanlarin AK Parti’ye
oy vermesini ve Erdogana giivenmelerini sag-
ladigina yer veren yazi secim buna ek olarak
Tiirk dis politikasinin da se¢cim sonuglarinda
etkili oldugunu iddia etmektedir. Yazida se-
¢im oncesi meydanlarda Erdogan’in i¢ politik
meselelerin yani sira, dig politika soylemlerine
de, ozellikle son gerilimler baglaminda Suri-
ye ile Mavi Marmara ve Davos basta olmak
tizere belli basl nedenlerle iliskilerde gerilme
yasanan Israile yer vermesi, Batidan korkma-
yan ve bagimsiz bir dig politika savunucusuna
doniisen Erdogana giivenin artmasim sagla-
mis ve genel olarak Tiirklerin ondan duyma-
sint da beraberinde getirmistir denilmektedir.

Yeni dénemde Erdogan’in yapmak istedikleri-
ni ihtiyat cergevesinde gerceklestirmesi gerek-
tigini belirten yazar, yeni Anayasa ve baskan-
lik sistemi etrafinda sekillenen yeni projelerin
ozellikle sekiiler askeri ve hukuki kurumlar
tarafindan Tiirkiye'nin sekiiler yapisina bir
tehdit olarak algilandigini belirtmektedir. Son
50z olarak yazar iilkede ekonominin yani sira
basta ¢oziilmesi gereken sorunlara da isaret
etmektedir.

Change has won in Turkey
13 Haziran 2011 - Abdullah Bozkurt

If one thing was clear in the aftermath of Tur-
key’s national elections on Sunday, it was the
appetite for reform of Turks whose demand
for a better Turkey was clearly displayed by
a landslide. The only party that lost big time
was the nationalist party, which lost not only
the number of seats representing it in Par-
liament but overall the percentage points it
scored with voters as well.

Turks rewarded parties that have shown flex-
ibility in accommodating a broader audience,
while punishing status quo parties that have
resisted change in the country.

The ruling Justice and Development Party
(AK Party) led the pack—winners in a land-
slide victory with 50 percent of votes cast, a
record for any political party in Turkish his-
tory. The fact that the AK Party has shown it
could spearhead change based on a track re-
cord of almost nine years of its rule carried
the party into a third term with a higher per-
centage of votes. Results defied the wearing-
down impact of continuous governance for
two terms.

The main opposition Republican People’s
Party (CHP) also enjoyed an increased per-
centage of votes based on the last national
election outcome in 2007 as well as the larger
number of seats it picked up. The CHP tried
to appeal to a larger electorate and did not
campaign on ideological divisions. That won
points for the CHP. But the final tally was not
enough to carry the party over the critical
threshold of 30 percent—a benchmark set by
the CHP’s new leader as a measure of success.
The nomination of highly controversial coup-
plotting Ergenekon suspects on the CHP tick-
et thwarted the rise of the party to 30 percent.

Voters exacted the heftiest price from the Na-
tionalist Movement Party (MHP), the ultimate
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loser in Sunday’s election, because the party
resisted all calls for reform and change. The
hard-line attitude of the MHP with regard to
constitutional changes and its irreconcilable
position when it comes to the solution of the
decades-long Kurdish problem did not bring
votes to the party. Scaremongering tactics to
pump up the public’s fear of the separation
of Turkey’s Southeast backfired on the MHP.
The scandals over womanizing deputies in
the MHP leadership on the eve of elections
cost the party, resulting in a huge exodus of
women voters.

Independents endorsed by the pro-Kurd-
ish Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) also
reaped the benefits of opening up to a broad-
er support base. The alliance the BDP made
with two other pro-Kurdish parties—the
conservative Participatory Democracy Party
(KADEP) and the federalist Rights and Free-
doms Party (HAK-PAR)—paid off by draw-
ing support from religious voters and others.
The party secured 35 seats in Parliament, an
increase of 15 deputies from 2007. Despite
the alliance, however, the AK Party collected
almost half of the seats in the Southeast and
kept its strong support in the Kurdish elector-
ate.

The myth about the threat to our way of life
during the AK Party government in coastal
provinces of the West and South has col-
lapsed with the strong showing of the AK
Party in these provinces. In provinces such as
Antalya, Manisa, Aydin, Usak, Balikesir and
Canakkale, where the AK Party lost the local
elections two years ago, the unprecedented
increase in the number of votes carried the
AK Party to the lead in these provinces. In
Izmir, the third largest city in Turkey, the
AK Party challenged the CHP’s lead with a 6
percent rise over the 2009 results of the lo-
cal elections in the province, while the CHP
votes fell by 5 percentage points when com-
pared to the 2009 results.

As for the nomination of suspects charged
with the membership in Ergenekon, a crimi-
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nal network alleged to be behind coup plots
to topple the AK Party government, voters
punished both the CHP and the MHP, which
allowed these suspects to run on their party
tickets. Both parties had to spend consider-
able time and resources to explain themselves
to the public over the nomination of these
suspects. Not only did Ergenekon suspects
alienate activists in district offices of the
MHP and the CHP but they also turned off
a good number of voters who traditionally
cast their ballots for either party. In the west-
ern province of Denizli, for example, CHP
candidate/Ergenekon suspect ilhan Cihaner
avoided public appearances and campaigned
in the shadows. Another Ergenekon suspect,
Mehmet Haberal, from the CHP set up an
independent campaign office in the north-
western province of Zonguldak and worked
in competition with the CHP district office.

A decision by the MHP to nominate retired
Gen. Engin Alan, who is currently standing
trial in the Sledgehammer case, which alleg-
edly sought to undermine the government
and lay the groundwork for a military take-
over, as a candidate has damaged the party as
shown in the outcome of the elections. While
the MHP campaigned with a pro-freedom
stance on the Islamic headscarf, the use of
which had been banned in Turkey’s univer-
sities for many years, Alan is known to have
kept tabs on headscarf-wearing women in the
past.

The elections proved people vote overwhelm-
ingly for parties willing to change in order to
accommodate a larger electorate. The AK Par-
ty, the BDP and to some extent the CHP made
this leap in this election period and won. The
MHP was not able to show this flexibility and
paid the price for it. Now the overhaul of the
Constitution will be at the top of the agenda
in Parliament. The party or parties that make
an extra effort to change will be winners in
the next round.

http://english.alarabiya.net/
views/2011/06/13/153131.html
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Ozet:

Secim sonuglarindan ¢ikan en onemli vur-
gunun Triik halkimin oyunu reformdan ya-
na kullanmasi olarak yorumlayan Abdullah
Bozkurt yazisinda segimin tek kaybedeni ola-
rak hem segmen sayisinda hem de milletvekili
sayisinda diisiis yasanan MHP’yi gostermek-
tedir. Yazi ana hatlart ile degisimden yana
olan partilerin secmen tarafindan odiillendi-
rildigine ancak degisim karsit statiiko yanlisi
partilerin ise cezalandirddigi savi iizerinde
durmaktadir. Tiirk siyasi tarhinini en yiiksek
oyu olan %50 basariyi bu baglamda degerlen-
diren yazar, CHP’nin oy oranlarindaki artist
yeni soylemlerine, daha genis kitlelerle seslen-
me ¢abasina ve yeni lidere dayandirmaktadir.
Benzer bir sekilde yazida BDP’nin segime diger
Kiirt partileri olan HAK-PAR ve KADEP ile
blok halinde girmesi basar: orammni arttirmas,
daha genig bir kitlenin destegini almasini sag-
lamustir denilmektedir. Ancak yazar CHP nin
Ergenekon saniklarini aday yapmasimn par-
tiye secmen kaybettirdigini, BDP'nin ise yap-
tig1 bloga ragmen AK Parti'nin giineydoguda
milletvekillerin yarisint alarak Kiirt segmen
destegini sagladigint belirtmektedir. Yazida
MHP’nin ise degisim ve reform karsiti tavri-
mn se¢men tarafindan cezalandirdmasimin
yant sira son skandallarla kadin segmeninde
bir diisiis yasadigina yer verilmektedir.

Erdogan and Turkey’s quest for great-
ness

14 Haziran 2011 - Mustapha Ajbaili

I spent one day in Istanbul on my way from
Dubai to Morocco last month. I stayed in a
two-floor house converted into a pension lo-
cated on a charming, cobblestoned street in a
quiet area of Istanbul’s historic Sultanahmet
district. The owner, Orhan, greeted me with
a Turkish cup of tea, and then we began talk-
ing about the change taking place in the Arab
world.

Aswe spoke, an election campaign van passed
by. The van bore the slogan of the Justice
and Development Party (AK Party) “Istikrar
stirsiin” (let the stability continue). I asked Mr.
Orhan if Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan would be re-elected. He replied:
“Oh yeah, there is no doubt about this. With
Erdogan, Turkey will be great again”

For the ordinary man, Orhan, elections in
Turkey were not merely about improving eco-
nomic conditions or creating more jobs but
more about restoring to the nation the great-
ness it had once enjoyed during the Ottoman
Empire.

Mr. Orhan’s remarks made me reflect on the
history of the power struggle in Turkey and
how differing parties all unite around the
common goal of building a great state.

Modern Turkey came to being following a
war of liberation fought by Turkish national-
ists against the Allies. Turkey was partitioned
by the Allies following the Ottoman Empire’s
defeat in World War 1.

The Ottoman Sultanate was overthrown and
Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk came to power seek-
ing to build a great state. Most successive
leaders followed Mr. Kemal’s quest and ambi-
tion to build a great state but none was ever
compared to him as Mr. Erdogan has been.

Suzy Hansen, an American journalist based
in Istanbul recently wrote of Mr. Erdogan: “By
now, Erdogan is more than merely popular.
He is a once-in-a-lifetime phenomenon, with
all the political genius of a Bill Clinton and
none of the personal excess [...] If the AKP
wins the June 12 elections, as is widely ex-
pected, Erdogan will become the most pow-
erful Turkish leader since Kemal Atatiirk.”

http://english.alarabiya.net/arti-
cles/2011/06/14/153178.html
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Ozet:

Mustapha Ajbaili yazisinda normal segmenin
kararlarimin ekonomik biiyiime ya da is ola-
naklarimin arttirdmasindan ziyade Osmanli
Imparatorlugu dénemindeki itibarin ve bii-
yiikliigtin geri kazanilmasi tarafindan yonlen-
dirildigini iddia etmektedir. 1. Diinya Savasi
sonrasinda Osmanly Imparatorlugu’nun yikil-
masi ve ardindan Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk ta-
rafindan Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin kurulma-
sina kisaca deginen yazar, Mustafa Kemal'in
biiyiik bir devlet kurma idealinden yola ¢ikti-
gum, Tiirk siyasi tarihinde pek ¢ok liderinden
de bu idealin pesinden gittigini ancak Musta-
fa Kemalden sonra en basarut liderin Erdogan
oldugunu belirtmektedir. Yazi Suzy Hansene
ait olan “Erdogan, Atatiirk’ten sonraki en giic-
lii lider” sozleri ile son bulmaktadur.

Asharq Al Awsat

When will Arab Islamists sing like Er-
dogan?

16 Haziran 2011 - Adel Al Toraifi

Over the past decade, the Turkish “Justice and
Development” Party [AKP] has achieved nu-
merous successes, most prominently winning
a third term in office this week, increasing its
parliamentary share from 43 percent at the
2007 elections to 51 percent. Of course, this
success stems from the fact that the party has
made Turkey more affluent, and enhanced its
ability to compete in global economic mar-
kets. Indeed, the UK based Financial Times
newspaper claimed that global markets re-
acted with relief at the news of the Turkish
party’s electoral victory, and its continued
control of the Turkish economy until 2015.

Ever since the ruling party first came to power
in 2002 it undertook a series of liberal eco-
nomic reforms. These measures gained wide-
spread appreciation, doubling Turkey’s gross
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domestic product and achieving a growth
rate exceeding 11 percent in 2010. This dis-
tinguished performance was accompanied by
diplomatic openness and strong Turkish dip-
lomatic activity between 2002 and 2005, with
the aim of securing Turkish membership to
the EU. Following the 2007 election, Turkey
exhibited a strong trend towards the Middle
East, maximizing the AKP’s chances of re-
maining in power after the army and the na-
tionalist/secular currents suffered a number
of legislative and judicial defeats. In addition
to this, the party has pushed through a set of
legislative reforms that expanded personal
freedoms as well as the rights of minorities,
which is something that has earned the par-
ty great respect, even among the ranks of its
[political] opposition.

However, despite all these successes, the AKP
continued to raise doubts and cause national
disputes with regards its attempts to change
some “secularist” features of Turkey. This in-
cludes the issue of the hijab among female
university students, support for religious
schools, and the government targeting jour-
nalists and political opponents by launching
media and judicial campaigns against them
which is something that has resulted in Tur-
key having more political prisoners than Chi-
na! However the major concern — especially
in the West — is in Turkey distancing itself
from its allies, Washington and NATO, and
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan at-
tempts to increase his popularity in Arab and
Muslim countries by playing the “Israeli oc-
cupation of the Palestinian territories” card,
and defending Arab leaders like [Sudanese
President] Omar al-Bashir, with regards to
the International Criminal Court case.

Recently, Turkish foreign policy has been af-
fected by the events of the so-called “Arab
Spring”, with Prime Minister Erdogan rush-
ing to call for Muammar Gaddafi in Libya and
Bashar al-Assad in Syria to step down from
power. This was seen as a sudden change by
Erdogan, who had previously been awarded
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the Gaddafi International Prize for Human
Rights [by the Libyan regime], and had ad-
opted a policy of rapprochement with the
Baathist regime in Syria.

There are other causes of concern that pertain
to Erdogan’s ambition to amend the Turk-
ish constitution, which aim to transform the
country into a presidential regime similar to
that of France, particularly after he pledged to
do this in the event that his party wins the re-
quired two-thirds parliamentary majority [re-
quired to implement a constitutional amend-
ment in Turkey]. This is something that has
increased fears that Turkey could become an
authoritarian regime that would enable Er-
dogan’s party to tighten its grip on the coun-
try’s constitution and legislation. Perhaps this
is what prompted The Economist magazine,
which has long praised the party’s economic
performance, to call upon the Turks to vote
against the AKP, in order to protect Turk-
ish democracy. The publication stated: “The
AK party is all but certain to form the next
government. But we would recommend that
Turks vote for the CHP [the Republican Peo-
ple’s Party]. A stronger showing by Mr Kilicd-
aroglu’s party would both reduce the risks
of unilateral changes that would make the
constitution worse and give the opposition a
fair chance of winning a future election. That
would be by far the best guarantee of Turkey’s
democracy” (2 June 2011).

In the Arab world, admirers of the AKP were
pleased with the news of the party’s electoral
victory, indeed many demanded that Islamist
parties [in our region] are given the same op-
portunity — as in Turkey — to prove them-
selves, or at least given the opportunity to
participate in the political experience which
may lead them to mature and become more
moderate, rather than continuing this state of
hostility that has existed for decades.

In fact, if Islamic parties in the Arab world
showed the same level of intelligence and
diplomacy as the AKP, they would not need

anybody to grant them an opportunity [to
participate in politics]. Yet Islamic parties,
and the ideology they adopt, do not seem
to produce positive results. Indeed radical
movements like the Muslim Brotherhood in
Egypt, and other groups in Jordan, Kuwait,
and Yemen, are decades away from recaptur-
ing the intellectual and political experience of
the AKP. In addition to this, the AKP’s success
can be attributed to the existence of a civil en-
vironment, and the secular legacy of Turkey;,
which enabled this party to move towards
moderation, which is something that its Arab
counterparts have failed to do.

Here we must distinguish between the good
and the bad aspects of the AKP’s experience.
The economic performance achieved by the
party has been as a result of following liberal
Western economic policies, rather than trans-
forming the Turkish economy into an Islamic
one. As for foreign policy, the AKP has been
successful thanks to its intellectuals and theo-
rists, such as Ahmet Davutoglu and Ibrahim
Kalin, not thanks to any hard-line anti-Israel
or anti-Western stances. These intellectuals
have all stressed the necessity of diplomatic
openness towards the Middle East and North
African market, with the objective of consoli-
dating Turkey’s investment and economic op-
portunities, rather than gaining popularity in
Gaza, Kuwait, or Cairo.

In an interview with the Turkish “Hurriyet”
newspaper, Professor Giin Kut argued that
the AKP did not chart a new course in Turk-
ish politics, but rather succeeded in following
the path of economic and commercial open-
ness with neighboring markets that previous
fragile coalition governments failed to achieve
during the 1990s. Perhaps the most notable
proof of this can be seen is the reconciliation
policy adopted by the AKP towards neigh-
boring countries; from Armenia and Cyprus
to the Kurdistan Region [of Iraq] and Syria.
Indeed [Turkish Foreign Minister] Ahmet
Davutoglu’s rhetoric can be considered an
extension of the same policy undertaken by
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[former Turkish Foreign Ministers] Hikmet
Cetin (1991 — 1994) and Ismail Cem (1997 —
2002). As for Turkey distancing itself from the
West, Professor Kut stressed that the West
has also been distancing itself from Ankara,
saying that Turkey has been dissatisfied with
the US and Israel reducing their involvement
in cooperative projects with Turkey.

The Arab world is misreading the AKP expe-
rience, attributing the party’s success to its Is-
lamist identity or to Erdogan’s public stances
and popular speeches. In reality, the AKP has
been successful because it plays the game ac-
cording to the political rules, and according
to the constitution and the laws, rather than
going against the state’s institutions. Indeed
although almost a decade has passed since
the AKP first came to power, the party has
not moved to change Turkey’s secular con-
stitution or impose religious guardianship of
people’s freedoms.

If we compared this to the demands and slo-
gans raised by Islamists in our region, we will
see that there is a huge difference between
the two. In Egypt, for example, we have seen
calls for more than a million bearded Is-
lamists to gather to demonstrate the presence
of Islamists in the Egyptian [political] arena.
Whilst in Kuwait, government operation has
been thwarted for years due to the segrega-
tion of male and female university students.
Whilst in Iran, there has been a governmental
campaign to remove home satellite dishes un-
der the pretext of protecting morality. So can
the region’s Islamists be compared to those in
Turkey?

There are two aspects to the AKP experience,
one is positive whilst the other is negative.
It is wrong to view the party’s failures — and
the desires of some of its figures — as being
a cause for its success. Islamist parties and
societies in the region can benefit from the
AKP’s experience by focusing on its positive
elements, rather than by simply viewing the
party as proof of the success of the Islamist
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political model. Erdogan’s public statements
and speeches are not the party; rather there
is an entire team of influential thinkers and
administrators behind him who have all con-
tributed to the party’s success. Erdogan’s own
personal charisma has been important for the
AKBP, yet we have witnessed several occasions
in which those behind him sought to remove
certain content from his speeches should they
feel that this might jeopardize the party’s in-
terests.

These [AKP] figures were students of Nec-
mettin Erbakan and other hard-line Islamists,
and their success can be seen in their over-
throwing of the old guard and their transfor-
mation of the party’s ideology and the man-
ner in which it deals with politics to conform
to the civil and secular requirements of the
Turkish state. If the Islamists in the region are
seeking to be inspired by the experience of
the AKP in Turkey, then this is precisely what
they must do.

Erdogan once appeared on Turkish televi-
sion singing the AKP election campaign song
in order to attract voters. The question that
must be asked here is: Will the Arab Islamists
follow the Erdogan model and sing to Arab
voters?

http://www.asharq-e.com/news.
asp?section=2&id=25557

Ozet:

Adel Al Toraifi tarafindan kaleme alinan ya-
zida AKP’nin segim bagsarist ile 2002 yiinda
iktidara gegmelerinin ardindan elde edilen
ekonomik basar: arasinda dogrudan bir bag
kurulmakta, bu baglamda uygulanan ekono-
mik politikalardan kisaca bahsedilmektedir.
Ayrica basariya temel olarak wygulanan libe-
ral ekonomik politikalarin yani sira AB konu-
sunda atilan adimlar, yeni Ortadogu politika-
lary ve askeri ile yargit kurumlarimn iilkedeki
rollerinin yeniden diizenlenmesi konusunda
yapdanlar isaret edilmektedir. Bu degisim-
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lerin yani sira Tiirk siyasi yapisinin sekiiler
ozelliginin degistirilmesi konusundaki endige-
lere de yer veren yazi, Tiirkiyede Cinden bile
fazla politik tutuklunun bulundugunu iddia
etmigtir. Bati icinse en onemli hususun ozel-
likle yeni Ortadogu politikalar: baglaminda
daha bagimsiz bir dig politika izlemeye ¢a-
lisan Tiirkiye'nin miittefiklerinden ayrilma-
st oldugunu ileri siirmektedir. Ayrica yazar
Tiirkiye'nin bu yeni dig politikasinda ozellikle
Uluslararasi Ceza Mahkemesi'ne sevk edilen
Omer Begir gibi Israil-Filistin meselesine vur-
gu yaptigim soylemekte ve Arap Baharimn
etkisi ile yakn iliski i¢inde olunan Kaddafi ve
Esad ile gerilimli bir yone saptigini belirtmek-
tedir.

Yeni anayasa ve baskanlik sistemi tartisma-
lary ¢ercevesinde Tiirkiye'nin daha otoriter
bir sisteme dogru kayacagr yoniinde endi-
selerin varligindan bahsedilen yazida the
Economist’in CHP lehine yaptig1 ¢agriya da
yer vermektedir.

Yazimin onemli bir kismunda ise Arap diin-
yasmdaki Islamci partiler ile AKP ararsinda
karsilastirma yapan yazar Misirdaki Miislii-
man Kardesler ile Urdiin, Kuveyt ve Yemen'de-
ki Islamci partiler ararsinda entelektiiel ve
diplomatik birikim ve bakus agisi farkldiklar:
bulundugunu soylemekte ve Arap diinyasin-
daki Islamci partilerin ana hatlari ile AKP'yi
yanlis okudugu iddiasinda bulunmaktadir.
AKP’nin Tiirkiyedeki basarisini Arap devlet-
lerinde olmayan sekiiler gelenek ve sivil toplu-
mun varligina baglayan yazar, AKPnin iilke
ekonomisini Islami ekonomik yapt yerine Batt
tarzi liberal sisteme doniistiirdiigiinii, Tiirk
dis politikasimin basarisinin da Israil ve Batt
karsithgindan ziyade Davutoglu ve Kalin gi-
bi onemli isimlerin olusturdugu diplomasiye
borg¢lu oldugunu belirtmektedir. Bu tespitlere
ek olarak yazar tarafindan uygulanan dus po-
litikanmin ve ekonomik politikalarin 1990’lar-
da zayif koalisyonlarin wygulamaya ¢alistig
ancak basaramadigi politikalarin devam
olarak gordiigii anlasilmaktadur.

Dar Al Hayat
The Victory of Damascus in...Ankara!
14 Haziran 2011 - Elias Harfoush

The strength of countries lies in their inter-
nal immunity rather than in the functions
and roles they play on the external level. This
is proven once again by the developments of
the crisis in Syria and its outcomes, which in-
clude the regression of the Syrian role from its
former positions of power. This is confirmed
by the growing Turkish role in the region’s
events and policies, from Palestine to Libya,
as well as the Turkish position regarding the
Syrian events.

As a result of this growing role and the exces-
sive Turkish confidence, Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan was able to stand on the balcony of his
party’s headquarters to celebrate his electoral
victory and to announce that “the victory of
Ankara is that of Damascus, and the victory
of Izmir is that of Beirut, and the victory of
Diar Bakr is that of the West Bank and Jerusa-
lem and Gaza”...

For decades, Damascus made use of its re-
gional extensions on the Palestinian arena,
and in Lebanon, Iraq, and sometimes all the
way to Egypt and the Gulf countries in order
to gain external support that would protect
the regime and provide it with power. From
the repeated interferences in Lebanon; to the
participation of the Syrian Baath regime in
supporting the Western alliance against the
Iraqi Baath forces in the war of the libera-
tion of Kuwait; to using the relationship with
Iran in order to serve the Syrian project... The
swaps used to be based on luring the external
world, particularly the Western one, by play-
ing the required parts in the different crises
in order to serve the objectives and purposes
of the foreign sides in return for providing
a cover for internal legitimacy. This swap —
with its well known objectives — never pre-
vented the Syrian media from depicting the
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external support as being biased toward Syr-
ian immunity and “opposition’; based on the
so-called “central” role of Damascus in the re-
gional situation.

By gaining this external legitimacy, the re-
gime did not think that the internal front was
an important one. There was a conviction
that internal support, i.e. the one provided by
the people to the party and to the “leader of
the state and the society” is granted as long
as this party is performing the regional tasks
required by the nationalistic battle “that rises
above every other voice”

In the face of this situation, the Syrian regime
today finds itself in a quandary. It has lost
the card of external support it used to enjoy,
and which it used to seek to obtain for its re-
gional roles. It has also lost the internal card
that it had neglected for a long time because
it had been busy with these [external] roles
instead of caring for the political, social, and
daily livelihood issues that represent the daily
concern of Syrian citizens, in the same way
they represent the daily concerns of any other
citizen in a normally-structured country. The
Syrian regime has discovered — as reminded
by its friend Erdogan a few days ago — that it is
difficult for anyone to defend the oppression
practiced on the internal front, even from the
part of a side that supports the Syrian regime.
This is even harder for the adversaries who
have been warning the Syrian regime, after
the latest events, that it is threatened with
“losing its legitimacy”

On the other hand, the latest Turkish elec-
tions and the popular support gained by the
Justice and Development party headed by Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan provide lessons about the
importance of building the internal political
immunity that represents the main basis in
confronting the external interests and “con-
spiracies” in case they do exist. The strength
of the democratic regime that Turkey cur-
rently enjoys is what protects it in the face of
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the recent crises, including the confrontation
with the Israeli politics, the difficulties to join
the European Union, and the reservations
concerning the roles of NATO in Libya and
elsewhere, while Turkey is actually an active
member in NATO. Erdogan could not have
taken such stances or raised his voice in the
face of the Western forces, if he did not share
a platform with these forces — the platform
of legitimacy and democratic rule that allows
him to speak in the name of 75 million Turk-
ish citizens.

The strength of the popular base is protecting
the regime and not vice versa. Pending a simi-
lar force that would allow the Syrians to raise
their voices, the regime will keep looking — to
no avail — for external functions in order to
cover for its neglect on the domestic level of
its people’s affairs.

http://www.daralhayat.com/portalarticlen-
dah/278099

Ozet:

Elias Harfoush, yazisinda genel olarak Suriye
ile Tiirkiye’yi ozellikle son gelismeler 1siginda
karsilastirmaktadir. Bir tilkenin basarisini, i¢
politik destek baglaminda degerlendiren yazi,
dis politikalarin ve dig destegin rejimi mesru-
lastirma ve i¢ dinamikleri bastirma amacuyla
kullanildig: Suriyede daha fazla gecerli olma-
digimi ancak Tiirkiye'ninse icerden aldigi des-
tekle dis politikada da etki alan: geniglettigine
yer vermektedir. Yazar, Tiirkiye'nin i¢ siyasi
yapisumn ve politik destegin giiclii olmasu ile
demokratik rejiminin de bu baglamda énemli
bir etken oldugunu soylemekte ve Tiirkiye'nin
tiim bu nedenlerden étiirii son yasadig Is-
rail gerginligi, AB iiyelik siirecinde yasanan
sorunlart ve NATO’nun Libyadaki misyonu
hususundaki krizlerden korundugunu belirt-
mektedir.



12 HAZIRAN 2011 TURKIYE GENEL SECIMLERININ ORTADOGU ULKELERINDEKi YANSIMALARI

Middle East Online
Behind Turkey’s No-Surprise Election
15 Haziran 2011 - Wendy Kristianasen

There were no surprises in Turkey on Sunday.
As expected, Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s Justice
and Development Party (AKP) won another
major victory, with 326 seats in parliament
out of 550. Since the start of multi-party poli-
tics in Turkey in 1946, the AKP is the first to
get a third consecutive term and increasing
share of the vote, now reaching 50%.

The results have not given Erdogan the “su-
per majority” he wanted, which would have
allowed him to draft a new constitution with-
out consulting parliament, and institute a
presidential system. He has reassured Turks
that his party “will be humble” and seek a
broad consensus with opposition parties and
NGOs on constitutional reform.

The failure to gain a super majority, requir-
ing 330 seats, was partly due to an inability
to prevent the far-right National Movement
Party (MHP) from passing the 10% barrier,
despite well-publicised sex scandals target-
ing many of its leaders; the party secured 54
seats, 13% of the vote. The 36 independent
candidates, supported by the Kurdish bloc,
were all voted in.

The party that may be feeling most disap-
pointed is the secular Republican People’s
Party (CHP), the party of Turkey’s founder
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, out of power for de-
cades. It has been made over under Kemal
Kilicdaroglu, who replaced its discredited
former leader Deniz Baykal, and has attempt-
ed to fill the vacuum in Turkish politics that
left secular upper-middle-class Turks without
any credible representation.

The CHP came second in the election, with
135 seats -- a gain of 23 -- and 26% of the
vote, having campaigned on a platform of

greater individual freedoms and democracy,
supported and publicised by Turkish secular-
ists, and by others abroad. The Economist’s
editorial on 2 June said that “The best way
for Turks to promote democracy would be to
vote against the ruling party” There has been
much emphasis on 60 journalists currently in
prison, with other critics and opponents of
the government, many on suspicion of secu-
rity-related offences. (Turkey’s inadequate ju-
dicial system is mired in the Ergenekon trials,
meant to uncover a conspiracy to overthrow
the government.)

Kilicdaroglu, nicknamed Gandhi for his as-
cetic ways, is a modest civil servant who can
understand the concerns of ordinary Turks.
His overhaul of the CHP aimed to present
it as a true social democratic party that was
moving away from its Kemalist roots and
close association with the generals towards
greater individual freedoms and rights for
underprivileged minorities, such as the Kurds
and the Alevis. Kilicdaroglu is an Alevi and
led his party in campaigning in the southeast.

Yet the CHP, divided as a result of its recent
history, is a broad coalition that cannot at-
tract new supporters. Kilicdaroglu, despite
some good and innovative policies, found it
difficult to broaden its appeal and still satis-
fy his party base. On major issues, the CHP
now seems to be roughly in the same place as
the AKP: adhesion to the EU, progress on the
Kurdish issue (the AKP government initiated
a significant Kurdish “opening” in 2009), the
return of the military to their barracks (the
AKP’s major achievement), constitutional re-
form.

Kilicdaroglu says: “Europe is the very top
of our agenda” -- a turnaround from previ-
ous CHP policy. “Today the process is in al-
most total deadlock, but whether or not we
are accepted, we are determined to achieve
EU norms” In other foreign policy, Profes-
sor Sencer Ayata, CHP deputy chairman and
chief strategist, says that he shares “the neo-
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Ottoman outlook” attributed to the AKP -- a
reference to Turkey’s expanding relations in
the Middle East and North Africa -- and seeks
“to rebuild relations in Turkey’s old areas of
influence, but not on the basis of faith or eth-
nicity, as he believes the AKP has done. The
AKP has rejected the neo-Ottoman label, ar-
guing correctly that it has made much wider
relations with the Caucasus, Russia and Af-
rica.

The CHP is critical of the economy, con-
cerned at Turkey’s mounting current account
deficit, modest by Mediterranean standards.
Ayata calls the AKP government’s rescue of
the economy in 2002 “no miracle, just the
good luck of an expected bounce back” Yet
the economy under the AKP has proved re-
markably resilient to global financial crisis.
Last year it grew faster than any other big
economy except China and India, and is now
the world’s 17th-biggest. A leading member
of the G20, it has widened its business and
trade reach, becoming not just a regional but
a global player.

The AKP and CHP agree that constitutional
reform is a necessity, not just for greater de-
mocracy and modernity, but to find a peaceful
solution to the Kurdish situation. Kurds would
prefer a greater degree of autonomy within
Turkey to a unified transnational Kurdistan.
But they demand, as the basis for progress to
a resolution of the conflict, that the constitu-
tion be comprehensively changed, dropping
references to Turkish identity and replacing
them with inclusive values such as democracy
and citizenship. Only then, Kurds argue, can
moves towards demilitarisation of the Kurd-
ish Workers Party (PKK) advance.

That the AKP failed to win its super majority
is all to the good. Turkey is already central-
ised enough and does not need a presidential
system. (Even within the AKP, many were op-
posed to such a radical shift, in which Erdogan
would presumably have displaced President
Abdullah Gul.) But will Erdogan, accused of
highhandness, want to work with opposition

ORSAM
Rapor No: 57, Haziran 2011

MPs for a lesser constitutional reform which
falls short of his original ambition? This re-
form is a priority for the next government: the
existing constitution, amended several times,
was drafted after the military coup in 1980.
And a consensual approach would be good
for the nation.

http://www.middle-east-online.com/
english/?id=46720

Ozet:

AKP’nin Tiirkiyede ¢ok partili sisteme gegilen
1946 yilindan itibaren bir partinin alabildigi
en yiiksek oy oramina ulasildifina isaret eden
Wendy Kristianasen yazisinda sonuglart AKP,
MHPB, CHP ve BDP agisindan kisaca deger-
lendirmektedir. Se¢im sonuglarinda AKP’nin
elde ettigi onemli basariya ragmen Basbakan
Erdogan’in arzu ettigi “siiper ¢ogunluga” ula-
silamadigi bu nedenle de partinin tek basina
yeni anaysa ve baskanlik sistemi icin gerek
diizenlemeleri yapamayacagi, sonug olarak
da uzlagi yoniinde adimlar atilacagim soy-
lemektedir. AKP'nin amagladigit milletve-
kili sayisina ulasgamamasini, MHP'nin seks
skandalina ragmen baraji asmasina ve Kiirt
blogunun milletvekili sayisini arttirmasina
baglayan yazar, en ¢ok hayal kirikligr yasayan
partinin ise CHP oldugunu éne siirmektedir.
The Economist'in segim oncesi CHP lehine
yaptigi ¢cagriya ve Ergenekon kapsaminda tu-
tuklanan gazetecilere de deginen yazi , parti-
nin yeni lideri Kiligdaroglu ile birlikte Kema-
list koklerinden kopmaya bagsladigint ve sosyal
demokrat bir partiye doniismeye calistigini
soylemektedir. Ancak gecen siiregte parti taba-
nint tatmin etme sorunun asamayan CHP nin
geldigi noktamn AKP ile aym oldugu, KURT
sorunun ¢oziimii, AB iiyeligi, askeri kurumla-
rin simirlandirdmast ve anayasal reform gibi
konularda fikir birliginin olustuguna yazi yer
verilmektedir.

Yazimin sonunda Tiirkiye'nin halihazirda faz-
last ile merkezi oldugu icin bagkanlik sitemine
ihtiyag olmadigi ve yeni anayasa igin uzlasi-
min tilkeye fayda getirecegi belirtilmektedir.
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BASRA KORFEZI

BAHREYN

Gulf Daily News

Turkey and the Kurds

19 Haziran 2011 - Jonathan Power

In last Sunday’s general election, Prime Min-
ister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his Islamic,
centrist, Justice and Development Party won
a substantial victory, returning to office for
the third consecutive time, making his the
strongest presidency since Attaturk.

The Kurds who live mainly in the southeast,
although there are substantial numbers in
Istanbul and Ankara, voted for the Kurdish
Peace and Democracy Party, giving them 35
seats in parliament. The urban Kurds, as al-
ways, voted for the mainstream parties.

The Kurds have had a chequered history. First,
they tried passive protests against their inferi-
or position and the draconian rule of Ankara
which didn’t allow them cultural freedoms -
the right to have their own language, media,
or teach Kurdish in schools. Some turned into
guerillas under the banner of the PKK, which
was ruthless. So was the army, destroying
hundreds of villages and torturing at will.

A decade ago PKK leader Abdullah Ocalen
from his jail cell ordered the insurgents to
implement a ceasefire. But as the years passed
he too became convinced that the govern-
ment was not serious about implementing the
reforms it talked about. It wasn’t and under
the leadership of his brother, the fighting be-
gan again.

Some 20 million Kurds live in the rugged
mountains where Turkey, Iraq and Iran meet.
Another million are overseas, some of whom
fund the PKK. Many are in prominent posi-
tions and a Kurd was prime minister not that
many years ago.

When the Ottoman Empire collapsed, a casu-
alty of the First World War, most of its subject
peoples knew what they wanted. The Kurds
lacked the resolve that comes from possess-
ing a single ethnic origin, religion, language
or leadership, and were relegated to the side-
lines of the nationalist drama.

Attaturk, the founder of a secular, post-war
Turkey, thought it would be easy to make a
Faustian bargain with the Kurds, offering
them citizenship in exchange for them giv-
ing up their language and identity. But as the
years passed many Kurds didn't sit easy with
the arrangement. They resented the ban on
the use of the Kurdish language in schools
and courtrooms.

In 1995 general elections, the Kurdish People’s
Democracy Party (since banned), despite the
sympathies of some members for the PKK,
was allowed for the first time to contest with-
out harassment. But out of 6m Kurdish vot-
ers, only 1m voted for it. The Kurds voted for
mainstream parties, and there was a rejection
of Kurdish nationalism, even of the demo-
cratic variety, much less that of the PKK, then
at the height of its power.

The message for the PKK was that the cause
it pursued and the means it used were not
widely shared. For authorities also there was a
message they have never fully absorbed - that
they have exaggerated the PKK’s potency and
popularity. Through one administration after
another - Erdogan’s is no exception - they and
the army, which often called the shots, have
misled the public on why they had to be so
unsparing and tough on Kurds who did rebel,
whether they were violent or non-violent.

Under Erdogan, many promises have been
made - allowing Kurdish in schools, a Kurd-
ish TV station and the economic develop-
ment of this poor region. But many have not
been satisfactorily implemented. There is not
much investment or development. Although
the PKK and its methods don’t speak for the
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mass of the Kurds, they represent their anger.
That is why the insurgency has re-started, al-
beit still on a low level.

Erdogan blames the PKK for its provocations.
Yet it is the army that often has done the pro-
voking and dragged the government into the
fray.

Now, with Sunday’s election, the Kurds can
see some light. In the run-up to the election
Erdogan was not particularly caring of them.
But if he wants the European Union to allow
Turkey’s election, he has to do much more for
the Kurds. He has no excuse. He has subdued
the army’s political influence. He has a strong
mandate. The economy is doing well. If he
fails to do what is right and just for the Kurds,
he will have himself to blame if the insurgen-
cy flares up again.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/NewsDe-
tails.aspx?storyid=308233

Ozet:

Jonathan Power tarafindan hazirlanan ya-
z1 genel olarak 2011 genel se¢im sonuglarint
Kiirt sorunun cercevesinde ele almaktadir. Ya-
zar, Basbakan Erdogan’in se¢im sonuglari ile
elde ettigi basarvyt onu Atatiirk’ten sonraki en
onemli lider konumuna getirecegi ongorii ile
birlikte yeni dénemde Kiirt segmene yonelik
yapdacak reformlarin ve ekonomik yatirim-
larn tilkenin gelecegi agisindan onemini agik-
lamaya ¢alismaktadwr. Kiirt sorunun cumhu-
riyet tarihinde ortaya g¢ikisint genel hatlar
ile anlatmaya ¢alisan yazi kirsalda yasayan
Kiirtlerin Kiirt milliyet¢iligini savunan BDP
gibi Kiirt partilerine yoneldigi ancak sehir-
li Kiirt niifusun ise genel itibari ile ana akim
partilere yoneldigini, bu durumun ise Kiirt
milliyetgiliginin ¢ogunluk tarafindan kabul
edilmedigi seklinde yorumlanmasi gerektigini
soylemektedir. AB iiyeligi i¢in sorunun ¢oziil-
mesi gerektigine isaret edilen yazida yeni do-
nemde reformlar ve yatirimlar yapumasina
ihtiyag olduguna yer verilmektedir.
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BIRLESIK ARAP EMIRLIKLERI
Gulf News

Erdogan has raised Turkey’s profile in
the Arab world

Analysts see strengthening ties be-
tween Ankara and Muslim nations

15 Haziran 2011 - Jumana Al Tamimi,
Associate Editor

If the outcome of the parliamentary elections
was up to the Arab masses, Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan would have
won by a landslide.

Erdogan’sconservativelslamicJustice and De-
velopment Party (AKP) has won a third term
in parliament in Sunday’s elections in what
many Turkish analysts believe will lead to the
continuation of the country’s strong relations
with both the Arab and Muslim worlds.

Erdogan’ssuccessfuleffortscommenced eight
years ago to diversify Turkey’s foreign policy
portfolio by opening up to the Arab countries,
said Abdullah Bozkurt, columnist at Today’s
Zaman, Turkey’sleading English-language
newspaper.

Policy to continue

“That policy of opening up to the Arab world
is goingtocontinue,” Bozkurt toldGulf News.

While the AKP won the elections, it failed to
secure the needed majority in parliament to
draft a new constitution without the consent
of other parties.

Analysts say among the electorate the domes-
tic policies are the key determining factor in
elections, closely followed by foreign policy
matters.
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Ties with Israel

During the election campaign, some AKP
candidates were “campaigning on foreign pol-
icy issues, including opening up to the Mus-
lim world, relations with Israel and therebuff
of ErdogantolsraeliPresident Shimon Peres at
the World Economic Forum in Davos. [For-
eign policy] played a small role, but it was-
mentioned,” Bozkurt added. “Foreign policy
issues also brought in some points to the par-
ties”

At the 2009 Davos WEF summit, Erdogan
walked off the stage after an angry exchange
with Peres during a panel discussion on Gaza
vowing never to return to the annual meeting.
That issue sharply raised the already growing
popularity of the Turkish leader among the
Arabs.

Flotilla

Last year, activist groups in Turkeyorganised
a flotillato the besieged Gaza Strip to break
the Israeli blockade. But Israeli comman-
dos raided the ships on May 31 as they ap-
proached Gaza. Nine Turks were killed in the
assault, which further strained Turkish-Israeli
relations.

Turkey-based groups are planning to send a
second flotilla to Gaza Strip this month. Yes-
terday, Israel expressed thehopethatErdogan’s
governmentwillblock the second flotilla.

As Turkey is emerging as a regional power, its
relations with the Arab countries have been
steadily growing in the past few years. Erdo-
gan has beeninvited to several activities in the
regionandwashonouredfor his stancevis-a-
visMuslimissues.

Mediating
Ankara has also been playing a mediating role

in many other issues related to the region,
including the Arab-Israeli conflict, especial-

ly between the Syrians and the Israelis. Re-
cently, it began mediating in the unrest that is
sweeping many Arab countries, such as Libya
and Syria.

At the same time, Turkey, which is a Na-
tomember, has been attempting to join the
European Union.

‘Providing a balance’

Asked whether Turkey’s eyes will be on the
East or the West in the future, Turkishpoliti-
calprofessor Mehmet Seyfettin Erol told Gulf
News, “It is very important for AKP to pro-
vide a balance” between the two.

“The new Turkey, or the new Ankara, believes
that if Turkey has to be powerful in front of
the West... it must develop a powerful rela-
tion with the IslamicandArabworlds.... It is
a rationalapproach,” said Erol, a coordinator
at the Eurasian Strategic Research Centre,
ASAM.

Erol, who is also professor of internationalre-
lations at Gazi University, stressedthat since
building strong bridges with the Arab world
is a strategic goal for Ankara, stability in the
Arab region and the larger Middle East is also
a priority. That is why Turkey took the initia-
tive and tried to mediate in different issues,
ranging from the controversiallraniannucle-
arprogrammetotherevolution in Libya and
the unrest in Syria.

However, Erdogan’spopularity in both Syria
and Libya suffered, because “MrErdogan,
AKP and Turkey were not up to the expec-
tations of the opposition in both Syria and
Libya,” accordingto Erol, Erdogan’spopularity
in the Arab world, “is still higher than in some
areas of Turkey”.

http://gulfnews.com/news/region/erdogan-
has-raised-turkey-s-profile-in-the-arab-
world-1.821683
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Ozet:

Erdogann  muhafazakdr Islamci  partisi
AKP’nin iigtincii kez iktidara gelmesiyle bir ¢ok
analistin Arap diinyasiyla var olan baglarin
daha da giiclenecegi yoniinde yorum yaptig
belirtilen yazida, Arap diinyasina agilma po-
litikasinin devam edecegi belirtilmektedir. Ya-
zida Today’s Zaman gazetesi yazari Abdullah
Bozkurt'un goriislerine yer verilmekte ve secim
donemi boyunca adaylarin Islam diinyasina
acilmak ve Israil ile iliskiler gibi dis politika
konulart iizerinde durduklar: belirtilmekte-
dir. Yazar ayrica Erdogan’in 2009da Davos
Diinya Ekonomi Forumu'nda, Gazze ile ilgili
konusmalar sirasinda Forum'u terk etmesiyle,
Araplar icindeki popiilaritesini artirdigini be-
lirtmektedir. Gegen sene Tiirkiye'nin Gazze'ye
gonderdigi filonun, Israil blokajina ugramast
ile Tiirkiye- Israil iliskilerinin gerilmesine de
deginen yazar, Tiirkiyenin bolgesel bir giic
olarak belirdigi son yillarda Arap diinyast ile
iliskileri giin gectikce biiyiidiigii yoniinde bir
tespit yapmaktadir. Ayrica yazi, Tiirkiye'nin
ozellikle Suriye Israil iliskileri ile ilgili olarak
Arap- Israil uyusmazligr da dahil olmak iize-
re, bolgeye iliskin bircok konuda ve Libya ile
Suriyede oldugu gibi Arap iilkeleri icindeki
sorunlarda da arabuluculuk yaptigim belir-
tilmesinin yam sira NATO iiyesi ve AB aday:
olarak Tiirkiye'nin, Dogu ve Bati ile olan ilis-
kileri arasinda bir denge kurmasi gerektigine
de yer vermektedir.

Yazarin AKP’nin Suriye ve Libyada muha-
lefetin isteklerini tam olarak karsilayama-
digi icin popiilaritesinin sarsildigi iddiast
ile Erdogan’in Arap diinyasindaki konumunu
‘hala Tiirkiye'nin bazi bolgelerinden daha faz-
la’ yoniindeki degerlendirmesi éne ¢ikmakta-

dir.

Khaalej Times
Turkey’s Kurd paradox

17 Haziran 2011 - Jonathan Power
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In last Sunday’s general election Prime Min-
ister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his Islamic,
centrist, Justice and Development Party won a
substantial victory at the polls, returning it to
office for the third consecutive time, making
his the strongest presidency since Attaturk.

The Kurds who live mainly in the south east,
although there are substantial numbers both
in Istanbul and Ankara, voted in large num-
bers for the Kurdish Peace and Democracy
Party- giving them nearly six per cent of the
vote and 35 seats in parliament. This was also
a substantial achievement, even though the
urban Kurds, as always, voted in large num-
bers for the mainstream parties.

The Kurds have had a chequered history in
modern Turkey. First, they tried passive pro-
tests against their inferior position and the
draconian rule of Ankara which didn’t allow
them cultural freedoms- the right to have
their own Kurdish language, media or to teach
Kurdish in schools. Then, out of frustration,
some turned into guerrillas under the banner
of the PKK. The PKK was ruthless. But so was
the army, destroying hundreds of villages and
torturing at will. A decade ago the leader of
the PKK, Abdullah Ocalen, from his jail cell
ordered the insurgents to implement a cease-
fire. But as the years passed he too became
convinced that the government was not seri-
ous about implementing the reforms it talked
about. It wasn’t and under the leadership of
Ocalen’s brother the fighting began again.

Some 20 million Kurds live in the rugged
mountains where Turkey, Iraq and Iran meet.
There are another million overseas, some of
who fund the PKK. In Turkey many Kurds are
in prominent positions in many walks of life
and a Kurd was prime minister not that many
years ago.

In Turkey’s 1995 general election the Kurdish
People’s Democracy Party (since banned), de-
spite the sympathies of some of its members
for the PKK, was allowed for the first time to
contest the election without harassment. But



12 HAZIRAN 2011 TURKIYE GENEL SECIMLERININ ORTADOGU ULKELERINDEKi YANSIMALARI

out of six million potential Kurdish voters on-
ly one million Kurds voted for it. The Kurds
voted principally for mainstream parties, and
there was a significant rejection of Kurdish
nationalism, even of the democratic variety,
much less that of the PKK, then at the height
of its powers.

The message for the PKK was that the cause
it pursued and the means it used were not
widely shared. But for the authorities there
was also a message, one they have never fully
absorbed - that they have exaggerated the
potency and popularity of the PKK. Through
one administration after another—and Er-
dogan’s is no exception —-- have misled the
public on why they had to be so unsparing
and tough on those Kurds who did rebel, vio-
lent or non-violent.

Under Erdogan many promises have been
made - allowing Kurdish in the schools, a
Kurdish TV station and the economic devel-
opment of this very poor region. But many
the promises have not been satisfactorily
implemented. Most importantly, there is not
much investment or development. Although
the PKK guerrillas and their methods don't
speak for the mass of the Kurds they do rep-
resent their anger. That is why the insurgency
has re-started, albeit still on a low level scale
compared with before.

Erdogan blames the PKK for its provocations.
Yet it is the army that often has done the pro-
voking, even on occasion using agents provo-
cateurs, and dragged the government into the
fray. Erdogan has often had to bow before the
army to keep the generals’ urge to run Turkey
in check.

If Erdogan ever wants the European Union
to allow Turkey’s election he has to do much
more for the Kurds. He has no excuse now.
He has subdued the political influence of the
army. He has an overwhelmingly strong man-
date. The national economy is doing well. If
he fails to do what is right and just for the

Kurds he will only have himself to blame if the
insurgency flares up again.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayAr-
ticleNew.asp?xfile=/data/opinion/2011/June/
opinion_June84.xml&section=opinion

Ozet:

NOT: Bu yazi Gulf Daily Newsde “Turkey and
the Kurds” basligr altinda da yaywmlanmustir.

Jonathan Power tarafindan hazirlanan ya-
z1 genel olarak 2011 genel se¢im sonuglarini
Kiirt sorunun cergevesinde ele almaktadir. Ya-
zar, Basbakan Erdogan’in se¢im sonuglari ile
elde ettigi bagsarvyr onu Atatiirk’ten sonraki en
onemli lider konumuna getirecegi ongorii ile
birlikte yeni dénemde Kiirt segmene yonelik
yapilacak reformlarin ve ekonomik yatirim-
larwn tilkenin gelecegi agisindan onemini agik-
lamaya ¢alismaktadr. Kiirt sorunun cumhu-
riyet tarihinde ortaya ¢ikisimi genel hatlari
ile anlatmaya ¢alisan yazi kirsalda yasayan
Kiirtlerin Kiirt milliyet¢iligini savunan BDP
gibi Kiirt partilerine yoneldigi ancak sehir-
li Kiirt niifusun ise genel itibari ile ana akim
partilere yoneldigini, bu durumun ise Kiirt
milliyetgiliginin ¢ogunluk tarafindan kabul
edilmedigi seklinde yorumlanmasi gerektigini
soylemektedir. AB iiyeligi icin sorunun ¢oziil-
mesi gerektigine isaret edilen yazida yeni do-
nemde reformlar ve yatirimlar yapumasina
ihtiyag olduguna yer verilmektedir.

The National

Election victory for Erdogan boosts
Turkey’s standing in region

14 Haziran 2011 - Thomas Seibert

Turkey’s elections, which balanced a stable
government with a requirement for politi-
cians to forge a broad agreement for a new
constitution, have strengthened the country’s
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role as a political model with a functioning
Muslim democracy, analysts say.

The religiously conservative Justice and De-
velopment Party (AKP) of Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, the prime minister, scored a record 49.9
per cent of the vote in Sunday’s parliamen-
tary elections to win its third straight term
in power. The AKP raked in almost twice as
many votes as the second party, the secularist
Republican People’s Party (CHP) which came
in at 25.9 per cent.

Despite the resounding AKP triumph, voters
rejected Mr Erdogan’s plea to give the party
the two-thirds majority in parliament needed
to exclusively alter the constitution. With 326
seats in the 550 seat assembly in Ankara, the
AKP will have to seek agreement with other
parties if it wants to carry out its promise of
a new constitution, replacing one written un-
der orders by the military in 1982 after a coup
detat.

Mr Erdogan left no doubt that he thinks the
election outcome has strengthened Turkey’s
role in the region.

“Believe me, tonight Sarajevo has won as
much as Istanbul has,” Mr Erdogan said in his
victory speech to thousands of cheering sup-
porters who had gathered in front of the AKP
headquarters in Ankara late Sunday.

“Beirut has won just as much as Izmir has, the
West Bank and Gaza have won just as much
as Diyarbakir has. Tonight, the Middle East,
the Balkans and the Caucasus have won just
as much as Turkey has.

“We will become much more active in region-
al and global affairs,” Mr Erdogan said.

Turkey, a Western-style democracy with a
Muslim population, has been described as
a model state for countries caught up in the
uprisings of the Arab Spring. The outcome of
the election has boosted that function, politi-
cal analyst Celalettin Yavuz said.
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Mr Yavuz, the deputy director of the Cen-
tre for International Relations and Strategic
Analysis, or Turksam, a think tank in Ankara,
said in an interview yesterday: “After the elec-
tion, Erdogan is more powerful [in the region]
than he was before”

People in the Middle East saw Mr Erdogan “as
a leader of a Muslim, but democratic state;
something demonstrators around the region
want for their own countries, Mr Yavuz said.

Despite not getting the majority that would
allow him to amend the Turkish constitution,
Erdogan’s record-breaking third election win
shows his stock is still rising.

Afshin Molavi

Veysel Ayhan, an analyst at the Centre for
Middle Eastern Strategic Studies, or Orsam,
another think tank in Ankara, said the Turk-
ish election result carried an important mes-
sage for both the people and the governments
in the region: “You can be successful if you are
close to the people,” Mr Ayhan said.

He also pointed to protests outside the Turk-
ish embassy in Damascus late Sunday, which
showed that authoritarian regimes in the re-
gion were not happy with the effectiveness
of the democratic process in Turkey, he said.
About 2,000 supporters of the Syrian regime
gathered in front of the Turkish embassy in
the capital and tried to take down the Turkish
flag, news reports said.

In Ankara, the issue of the new constitution
has dominated from the moment Mr Erdo-
gan’s victory became clear. The prime minis-
ter, who has been accused of autocratic ten-
dencies, said he would work with the opposi-
tion and pledged to protect the rights and the
lifestyle of all Turks, not just of the predomi-
nantly conservative circles that voted for him.

“The nation has given us the message that the
new constitution should be created through
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agreement and negotiation,” Mr Erdogan said
in his victory speech. “We will go to the op-
position. We will look for consultation and
agreement with the media and academics.
We will not close our doors.”

He also stressed that the AKP, supported by
many observant Muslims but despised by ma-
ny Turkish secularists, would form a govern-
ment that was respectful to everyone in the
countr

“No one should have doubts that [protecting]
the lifestyle, faith and values of both those
who voted and did not vote for us will be a
matter of honour for me;” Mr Erdogan said.

Leaders of Turkey’s business community
called on politicians to resolve their differ-
ences and get to work on the new constitu-
tion. Parties should act quickly, Haci Boydak,
a leading industrialist, told Zaman, a newspa-
per close to the government.

Political observers said the election had given
Mr Erdogan, whose government spent years
trying to strip the once-powerful military of
its political influence, a good chance to seek a
compromise with the opposition.

Four years ago, the AKP victory in the elec-
tions came after the military threatened to
stage a coup against Mr Erdogan, but today,
“there are no more excuses” for the ruling
party, Rusen Cakir, a television and newspa-
per commentator, told the NTV news chan-
nel.

Others agreed. “We have a level playing field
now, columnist Mumtaz’er Turkone wrote
in yesterday’s Zaman. “A new constitution is
possible at last”

http://www.thenational.ae/news/worldwide/
europe/election-victory-for-erdogan-boosts-
turkeys-standing-in-region?pageCount=2

Ozet:

Thomas Seibert’in kaleme aldigi yazida Tiir-
kiyedeki onemli uzmanlarin ve gazetecilerin
goriislerine ve Basbakan Erdoganin segim
sonrast yaptigi agiklamalarina dayanarak
Tiirkiyedeki se¢imlerin tilkenin bolgesel rolii-
ne etkilerine ve yeni anayasa ¢alismalar: bag-
lamindaki olasiliklara yer verilmistir. Segim
sonuglart ve AKP’nin %50%i bulan basarist
yeni anayasa igin genis bir uzlasi saglandigina
deginen yazi Tiirkiye'nin bélgede Miisliiman
niifus ile demokratik yonetimi bir araya geti-
ren ozellikle Arap Bahart yasayan iilkeler icin
onemli bir model oldugunu da belirtmektedir.
Yeni anayasa hazirlama siireci iginse yazar
uzlasi mesajlarina vurgu yapmaktadur.

KATAR

Al Jazeera

A triumph for Turkish democracy
14 Haziran 2011 - Ibrahim Kalin

Prime Minister Erdogan’s victory brings aspi-
rations of unity and increasing regional pow-
er for Turkey.

Turkish prime minister reaches out to oppo-
sition after winning half of votes but falling
short of target of 330 seats.

The June 12 election, which gave the ruling
Justice and Development Party (AKP) 50 per
cent of the votes and a clear majority in the
parliament, is a victory not only for Prime
Minister Erdogan but also for Turkish de-
mocracy. With a new mandate to govern for
another term, the AKP will now seek a broad
consensus to write a new constitution and
find a peaceful solution to the Kurdish issue.

Since the start of multi-party politics in 1946,
no political party in Turkey has been able to
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rule for three consecutive terms while in-
creasing its votes. The AKP came to power
at the end of 2002 and has since then imple-
mented numerous political and judicial re-
forms, boosted the Turkish economy, and ex-
panded foreign policy. The results from Sun-
day’s elections show that the vast majority of
the Turkish public approve of this model of
development that has been spearheaded by
Prime Minister Erdogan.

RecepTayyipErdogan, Turkey’s re-elected
prime minister, has pledged to build a new
constitution for the country by consensus
after winning a third straight term in parlia-
mentary elections.

Erdogan’s Justice and Development Party
(AKP) won nearly 50 per cent of the vote on
Sunday, but came up just short of its target of
330 seats in the new parliament, which would
have enabled it to draft a new constitution
without consulting other parties.

In a victory speech before thousands of flag-
waving supporters in the capital, Ankara, Er-
dogan pledged “humility” and said he would
work with rivals.

“People gave us a message to build the new
constitution through consensus and negotia-
tion,” he said. “We will discuss the new con-
stitution with opposition parties. This new
constitution will meet peace and justice de-
mands.”

Erdogan put his plans for constitutional
change at the heart of his party’s election
campaign, arguing that a new one was needed
to make Turkey more democratic and to en-
hance individual freedoms, replacing a docu-
ment drafted under martial law in 1982.

But his opponents said Erdogan and his party,
which mixes social conservatism with liberal
economics, would use a dominant parliamen-
tary majority to consolidate their own grip on
power.
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http://english.aljazeera.net/indepth/opin-
ion/2011/06/201161310911608762.html

Ozet:

Ibrahim Kalin’in kaleme aldigi yazisina Tiir-
kiye Cumhuriyeti Basbakani Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’in oylarin yarisint kazandigim ancak
330 sandalye hedefine ulasamadigini, bu ne-
denle ilginin muhalefet partileri iizerine kaya-
cagina dair tespitleri ile baslamakta ve se¢im
sonuglarint Tiirk demokrasisi igin de bir zafer
olarak yorumlamaktadw. Yazara gore AKP
simdi yeni bir anayasa hazirlayacak ve Kiirt
sorununa baris¢t bir ¢6ziim bulmak icin ge-
nis bir uzlasma arayacak. Cok partili sisteme
gecilen 1946 yilindan itibaren AKP disinda
higcbir partinin ii¢ donem iist iiste segilmedi-
gini ve son segimlerde alinan oy oramna ula-
samadigim belirten yazar, bu durumun AKP
tarafindan siirdiiriilen gelisim modeline onay
anlamint tasidigim soylemektedir. Erdogan’in
segim sonrasi yaptigr aciklamalar isiginda ya-
zar yeni anayasa icin uzlast aranacagini be-
lirtmektedir.

Al Jazeera

Time for Turkish women’s voices to be
heard

17 Haziran 2011 - Diba Nigar Goksel

In a society still marked by deep gender in-
equalities, Erdogan’s rhetoric about women’s
choices has real consequences.

Turkey’s elections resulted in an increase in
the number of women in the 550-seat parlia-
ment from 48 to 78.

At 14 per cent, the proportion of women in
the new parliament is higher than in at least
two European Union states, Romania and Cy-
prus, according to figures compiled by the In-
ter-Parliamentary Union. But it still falls well
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below the EU average, and even the world av-
erage of about 19 per cent.

In his victory speech, Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
the prime minister, said that “no one should
doubt that we will protect the dignity, faith
and lifestyles of those who did not vote for us”.

But the fact is, some do doubt - among them
a dynamic movement of women’s NGOs that
both pressured and assisted Erdogan’s Justice
and Development Party (AKP) in legislating
pro-women reforms between 2002 and 2005.

The AKP has been applauded by liberal Turks
and Western observers alike for being recep-
tive to the lobbying of these women’s organ-
isations, and for enshrining gender equality
in Turkey’s civil and penal codes, as well as
launching progressive initiatives to combat
domestic violence and increase the rate of
girls’ education.

In the past few years though, trust has dipped
and friction has increasingly surfaced be-
tween the ruling party and these same activ-
ists.

Only a few days before the election, the Wom-
en’s Platform for Equality Mechanisms - a co-
alition of 71 women’s NGOs - was up in arms
because of an announcement that the State
Ministry for Women and the Family would
be restructured and renamed the Ministry of
Family and Social Policies.

Women activists argue that a distinct man-
date to ensure gender equality should be pre-
served. They point out that, in its new form,
the ministry falls short of responsibility to en-
sure equality - and instead is tasked only with
protecting weak social groups such as chil-
dren, the disabled, the elderly, veterans and
women, as well as strengthening “the institu-
tion of the family”.

Rising tension

While Erdogan responded to this criticism
as “a detail,” the tense exchange reflects how
terse relations have become between wom-
en’s NGOs and the prime minister.

The friction dates back to 2004, when, on the
eve of passing a progressive penal code, the
AKP attempted to introduce an article that
would have criminalised adultery. Though the
attempt was aborted due to domestic and Eu-
ropean outcry, the incident cast doubt about
whether party leaders genuinely agreed with
the spirit of the laws legislated.

Since then, other incidents have driven a
wedge between feminist women and the
prime minister. While Erdogan underlines
the inherent differences between women and
men, and argues against a quota to balance
the playing field in political representation,
feminists perceive this to evoke the tradition-
al view that women are fit to run the house-
hold, while public life is the man’s domain.

Erdogan’s calls for Turkish women to have at
least three children each, which he reiterated
on the campaign trail, and his argument that
birth control was advocated by those who
wanted to weaken Turkey, are all the more
controversial given that state childcare facili-
ties are practically absent.

The women’s movement attributes Turkey’s
rising figures of domestic violence and de-
creasing levels of female participation in the
workforce to a lack of political will.

While Erdogan maintains that his party is
simply socially conservative and pro-family,
the backdrop is a failure by state institutions
to provide the support needed for women
who choose to break out of abusive family en-
vironments.

In a society still struggling with repression
and violence under the guise of protecting
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morality or ‘honour; the political rhetoric of
a charismatic leader about women’s choices
can have real consequences.

In the run-up to the election, morality debates
again stole the spotlight. Blackmail and video
recordings showing candidates from the op-
position Nationalist Movement Party (MHP)
secretly filmed in sexually explicit situations
led to the resignation of ten high ranking par-
ty officials.

Raising eyebrows, Erdogan opined that such
indiscretions do not qualify as “one’s private
life’, because they did not involve legitimate
experiences between a man and his wife.

Rejection of a restricted internet

Meanwhile, protests were held against ex-
panding internet restrictions that have ren-
dered adult material virtually inaccessible.
Blocking sites deemed “obscene” is justified
by officials as reflecting the will of the citi-
zens, who complain about “content inappro-
priate for Turkish families”.

The new government inherits not only a
sceptical audience of women’s NGOs but also
deep gender inequalities that could limit the
ruling party’s ability to achieve some of the
top items on its agenda.

Erdogan has pledged a new constitution that
will be pro-individual, as well as ambitious
economic growth. Indeed, economic ad-
vances and a strong democracy are crucial to
furthering women’s rights and freedoms, but
they also require women’s active participa-
tion.

The Women’s Platform of the Constitution
- composed from more than 200 women’s
organisations - advocates that not only gen-
der but also “sexual orientation” and “gender
identity” (to include groups such as gay and
transvestite people) should be clearly includ-
ed in any elaboration of equality and nondis-
crimination.
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Based on experience of how the Turkish judi-
ciary can twist vague notions such as “public
order’, “general health’, or “moral values” to
the detriment of women, the platform argues
that such subjective, arbitrary and abstract
words be weeded out of legislation. Defining
the “values of the Turkish society’; or what is
moral, is not the business of the state.

The ruling party’s campaign slogan in this
election was “Goal 2023” The stated target
is to make Turkey one of the world’s top ten
economies by the 100th anniversary of the
Turkish Republic.

Today in Turkey, less than one quarter of
women of working age participate in the la-
bour force, including those engaged in infor-
mal work or carrying out subsistence agricul-
ture.

In a report analysing economic growth in the
Central Anatolian province of Kayseri, the
European Stability Initiative has noted that
the role of women in the economy “may yet
prove to be the Achilles’ heel of Central Ana-
tolia’s ambitions to catch up economically
with the European Union”.

In a nutshell, Turkey’s competitiveness will
hit a ceiling if its labour market does not ef-
fectively capitalise on half of its human re-
sources.

Tyranny of the majority

Though Erdogan stated that his party would
govern the coming term with modesty, such
a strong showing in the polls may fuel what
some have already referred to as tendencies
towards the tyranny of the majority.

It was reassuring to those critics that Kemal
Kilicdaroglu, the leader of the main opposi-
tion Republican People’s Party (CHP), under-
lined in his post-election speech that his party
would be a strong opposition looking out for
freedoms, as well as equality between men
and women.
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The post-election political constellation sug-
gests that the AKP and the CHP will need to
work together to find lasting solutions for the
complex and dynamic realities of women in
Turkey.

Women’s rights, just like the freedom of ex-
pression and press, rest on the rule of law as
well as checks and balances. It is essential that
the judiciary be independent and that law en-
forcement agencies or state service providers
do not act on the basis of political allegiances
or subjective notions of morality.

Jumpstarting the EU integration process can
help Turkey overcome its democratic defi-
cits and inject confidence among the AKP’s
domestic sceptics. Turkey should also avoid
draining confrontations by looking to posi-
tive examples in Europe. It is possible for chil-
dren to be protected from harmful internet
content while respecting the right of adults to
access legal adult content.

Welfare policies can ensure that being a
mother is compatible with economic partici-
pation. Anti-discrimination mechanisms can
be formulated to ensure that women - be they
wearing short skirts or headscarves - are not
harassed, stigmatised, or disadvantaged.

For a consensus to be struck, the goal must
be to serve the naturally expanding range of
different choices Turkish women make, not to
impose one set of values or lifestyle.

The elections were but a small step forward
for Turkish women. What matters now is that
women both inside and out of the parliament
can take part in shaping Turkey’s democratic
contours and driving Turkey’s economic de-
velopment.

http://english.aljazeera.net/indepth/opin-
ion/2011/06/2011614125644439453.html

Ozet:

Diba Nigar Goksel'in kaleme aldigi yazida
se¢im sonuglary Tiirkiyedeki kadin sorunla-
ri ¢ercevesinde ele alimmistir. Bu baglamda
oncelikle yazida parlamentodaki kadin mil-
letvekili saylarinin karsdlastirmasi yapimus,
ardindan kadin sorunlart ile ilgilenen kadin
kuruluglart ve AKP arasindaki iliskiye degi-
nilmistir. Kadinlarin toplumsal ve ekonomik
hayattaki yerine dair tartismalara da degi-
nen yazar Basbakan Erdogan2in 3 ¢ocuk sa-
hip olunmasina yénelik ¢agrist iizerinde de
durmustur. MHP’li adaylara ait seks kasetle-
rinin yaymlanmasinin ardindan ortaya ¢ikan
ozel hayat tartismast da yazarin ele aldig
bir baska gelismedir. Internet icin yapilmast
planlanan yeni diizenlemeler ¢ercevesinde ¢cok
tartisilan internet yasaklari baglaminda ise
yazar tilkedeki kadin haklart ile birlikte basin
ve fikir ozgiirliigii konusunda da goriiglerini
aktarmus, kadin sorunu ile yeni anayasa ha-
zirliklarint bir ararda ele alarak yazisini ta-
mamlamigstir.

SUUDI ARABISTAN
Arab News
Editorial: Deserving win

Turkish PM Erdogan proves once again
that tradition and change can coexist

It is another historic vote in Turkey. Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s AK (Justice
and Development) Party has been granted
another resounding victory and a third term
by the voters in Sunday’s general elections.
In a way, the thumping electoral win didn’t
come as a surprise to anyone. The outcome
had been inevitable. The only issue that really
mattered was the margin and vote share of
Erdogan’s mandate.
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This election had been turned, not for the first
time, into a virtual referendum on Erdogan’s
leadership and the groundbreaking policies
and sweeping changes introduced by the AK
Party since it swept into power nearly a de-
cade ago in 2002. For his part, the popular
and charismatic premier sought a new and
decisive mandate for more comprehensive
constitutional and political changes that he
wanted to introduce.

So while this massive electoral victory is an
emphatic “yes” by the voters and thumbs up
for the AK Party rule and reaffirms the confi-
dence in Erdogan’s leadership and policies, it
falls just short of giving him a carte blanche,
or two-third majority in Parliament, to intro-
duce the necessary constitutional changes to
build a new Turkey for a new age. Already, Er-
dogan has transformed the face of his county.
He has accomplished what no one since Mus-
tafa Kemal Ataturk has dared — successfully
clipping the wings of the notoriously power-
ful military and militant judiciary. Defying
the pro-Western, Kermalist secular establish-
ment and military, Erdogan has pursued a
just, balanced more reasonable agenda both
domestically and externally.

From introducing political reforms granting
minority rights to recognizing the nation’s
strong, long suppressed bond with Islam and
the Muslim world, Erdogan’s Turkey has been
aggressively marching on the road to change
for the past 9 years. By successfully marry-
ing tradition with modernity, the AK Party
has demolished the canard that Islam and
democracy cannot coexist or are antithetical
to each other. At the same time, the country
connecting Europe and Asia has sought to act
as the much-needed bridge between the West
and the Islamic world. It has also revived and
strengthened relations with estranged neigh-
bors like Greece, Armenia and even Cyprus.

However, the most dramatic result of the
stark change in Ankara has been seen in Tur-
key’s equation with Israel. By repeatedly con-
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fronting the rogue regime on its persecution
of the Palestinians, Ankara sent the message
to the world that the days of mollycoddling
Israel while ignoring its crimes are over. In-
deed, under Erdogan, Turkey has not just in-
creasingly sought to play a more effective role
in the neighborhood that it ruled not long
ago, it’s also looking to play a more eminent
role on the world stage, a role befitting its size
and stature. This has gone rather well with its
amazing economic growth, which has unaf-
fected by global recession.

All this, of course, requires greater public
support. So with this win Erdogan’s job hasn’t
become any easier. He will have to continue
his quest to rediscover the lost glory of a
great nation and press on with his agenda of
change. He has already earned himself many
an admirer far beyond the borders of Turkey
— and not just in the Arab and Islamic world.
Three cheers for the Ottoman — or should we
say, Erdogan? — country.

http://arabnews.com/opinion/editorial/ar-
ticle454093.ece

Ozet:

Secim sonuglarint AK Parti i¢in “tahmin ve
hak edilen bir basari” olarak tammlayan yazi
bu segimlerin Basbakan Erdogan’in liderligi
hakkinda bir referanduma doniistiigiinii soy-
lemektedir. Bu baglamda yaziya gore segim so-
nuglart hem AK Parti’nin politikalarina hem
de Basbakan Erdogan’in liderligine yonelik bir
onay: temsil etmektedir. Ayrica AK Parti'nin
segimlerde elde ettigi biiyiik basari yeni ana-
yasa igin gerekli giicii de Basbakan Erdogana
saglamistir denilmektedir.

Yazimin devaminda ise Basbakan Erdogan’in
Tiirkiye'nin ¢ehresini degistirdigi, uygulanan
i¢ ve dis politikalar sayesinde daha etkin bir
iilke haline geldigi, gelenek ve moderniteyi,
Islam ve demokrasiyi uyumlu bir sekilde bir
araya getirdikleri, Tiirkiye'nin Israillle egit
algilanmasinmin sona erdirildigi, komsu iilke-
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lerde daha aktif bir aktor haline gelindigi ve
ekonomik anlamda basarili olundugu vurgu-
lanmaktadur.

KUZEY AFRIKA
Al Ahram Online Misir
The Turkish model

Everybody now seems to have some-
thing to say about Turkey

16 Haziran 2011- Mona Anis

It is impossible to have a political conversa-
tion these days — and politics is all Egyptians
ever talk about — without the word Turkey
cropping up within minutes. Turkey is the
topic of interest: meetings are being held to
discuss it, and writers, journalists, bloggers
and even tweeters write incessantly about the
lessons the Turkish model holds for Egypt at
this crucial juncture while the country readies
for a democratic transformation following the
great uprising of 25 January.

Many of these speakers and writers, including
the present one, have had the opportunity to
visit Turkey over the last couple of months at
the invitation of one or other Turkish institu-
tion, many of which are currently conducting
a highly successful public diplomacy cam-

paign.

Naturally, such visits increased on the eve
of the Turkish elections, as many interested
groups, including a group of “Young Revolu-
tionaries,” were invited to follow the Turkish
democratic experiment at close range. This
specific youth group was invited by the Turk-
ish Foundation for Political, Economic and
Social Research, and they toured Konya, An-
kara and Istanbul, being received separately
by Turkish President Abdullah Giil, Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Foreign
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu.

Not surprisingly, most delegates came back
impressed, especially as this week’s elections
in Turkey ended in the third consecutive vic-
tory for the ruling Justice and Development
Party, adding grist to the mill of compari-
sons. At the centre of the debate is the com-
parison between Turkey’s Islamists and their
Egyptian counterparts. But while the Turkish
model may be of relevance to the Islamists of
Egypt as regards gaining power, one should
not overlook the fact that many differences
exist in the respective social formations of
Egypt and Turkey, as well as many differences
between formative influences on the Islamist
movements in each country.

Admittedly, there are some common features
between the two countries. Both embarked
on a modernisation project inspired by the
French model at roughly the same time: Egypt
under Muhammad Ali and Turkey under the
Ottoman Sultan Mahmud II. Both suffered
the same disillusionment regarding this proj-
ect, which sought to make of the two respec-
tive nations “part of Europe,” in the famous
words of Muhammad Ali’s son the Khedive
Ismail. However, Turkey, guarding the divi-
sion between Europe and Asia, with the Bos-
phorus providing the only sea passage out of
the Black Sea into the Mediterranean, had
a legitimate claim to belonging to Europe,
while Egypt had only the dreams of a ruler
who was duly deposed by the European pow-
ers in 1879.

Besides, we should not forget that Turkey at
the height of Ottoman power was an empire
with vast territories, while Egypt’s attempts
to free itself from the Ottoman yoke ended
with falling under British occupation in 1882.
By the beginning of the 20th century, when
Turkey was dubbed the “sick man of Europe,’
it had lost much of its territory and had be-
come increasingly dependent on the financial
control of the European powers, but it still
had a powerful army with an imperial history,
which, despite the crippling defeat dealt to
it in World War 1, was still able to lead the
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country into the foundation of the Turkish
Republic in 1923.

Another important difference between Egypt
and Turkey is that while the Islamist organ-
isations in Turkey are a fairly recent phenom-
enon which started to gain political influence
in the 1980s with Erbakan’s Welfare Party (the
predecessor of today’s Justice and Develop-
ment Party), the Muslim Brotherhood, the
main Islamist organisation in Egypt, has been
around for more than eight decades with ma-
ny of its ideological precepts unchanged.

This is not to argue that the Muslim Brother-
hood, seemingly the best-organised political
force in Egypt now, is incapable of restructur-
ing itself along similar lines to those followed
by the Turkish Islamists. The point I am mak-
ing relates to the history of both movements,
not to the future development of the Broth-
erhood, which could benefit from the experi-
ence of both the Welfare and Justice and De-
velopment parties.

When [ visited Istanbul ten years ago, I could
feel the tension between those who wanted
Turkey to remain totally westernized and the
emerging Islamist forces. Last month, I was
glad to see the city evidently more self-con-
fident under the leadership of the Islamists,
who seem to have allayed a great part of the
secularists’ fears regarding the path they are
taking. I felt that the city was more elegant
and vibrant than ever before, with a happy co-
existence between secular and religious peo-
ple; that old feeling of being in a place torn
between two worlds had totally disappeared.

As I was preparing for the trip to Istanbul, I
picked up a Globetrotter travel guide to the
city purchased ten years earlier. In the short
introduction on “government and economy
in Turkey” I read the following: “Turkey’s big
problem is that there are too many political
parties and too little power for any one par-
ty. In June 1999, a coalition government was
formed... During this time, the only constant
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has been the Islamic fundamentalist Welfare
Party, which now holds around 21 per cent of
the seats in parliament. But with its anti-Eu-
ropean and strong religious views, the Wel-
fare Party has been unable to form a coalition.
The army, in any case, firmly secular in out-
look, will fight hard against a fundamentalist
government.’

So much for travel guides. I was very happy
to find that the Islamists of Turkey, with their
“zero conflict” strategy, had defied expecta-
tions of this kind, which have not been lim-
ited to travel guides. I would also like to see
the Islamists in Egypt defy the expectations
of their adversaries and emulate the Turkish
model in this respect.

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsCon-
tentP/4/14404/Opinion/The-Turkish-model.
aspx

Ozet:

Mona Anis yazisint Misirdaki gelismeler,
Tiirkiyedeki secimler ve Tiirkiye modeli tar-
tismalariy ¢ercevesinde kaleme almustir. 25
Ocak sonrasi Misir'inda her tartismada so-
ziin Tiirkiye'ye geldigini soyleyen yazar son
birkag ay icinde pek ¢ok Misirlimin Tiirkiye’ye
geldigini ve etkilenerek geri dondiiklerini be-
lirtmektedir. Bu nedenle yazar Tiirkiyede ger-
ceklesen segimlere Muisirdaki ilgilinin arttigi-
na deginmekte ve Geng Devrimciler Genglik
Orgiitii'niin Tiirkiyede secimleri izlemek icin
davet edilmelerini bu baglamda degerlendir-
mektedir. Misirda Tiirkiye modeli baglamin-
da siiren tartismanin merkezine ise yazar AK
Parti ile Misirdaki Islamct gruplart karsilas-
tirmasini koymaktadir. Yazi Tiirkiye modelini
olumlu bulmasinin yani sira sosyal anlamda
Musir ve Tiirkiye ararsinda belli bagl farkli-
liklar oldugunu belirtmektedir. Yazisinda én-
celikle ortak noktalara yer veren yazar, her iki
iilkenin de modernlesmede Fransa’yr ornek
aldigi ve bu baglamda moderniteden kaynak-
lanan hayal kirikliklarimin benzer oldugunu
soylemektedir. Farkliliklar hususunda ise yazt
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oncelikle tarihsel farkluiklara ki yazar bu nok-
tada Tiirkiye'nin Osmanly Imparatorlugu mi-
rasi iizerinde yiikseldigini 6te yandan Misir'in
ise Osmanli Imparatorlugun bagimsizhgim
almaya ¢alisirken Ingiliz isgaline siiriiklendi-
gini dile getirmektedir. Ikinci olarak ise Tiir-
kiyedeki siyasal Islam hareketlerinin tarihinin
1980’lere dayandirirken Misirdaki siyasal Is-
lam hareketlerinin gegmisinin ise daha eskiye
dayandigint  belirtmektedir. Anis yazisinda
Tiirkiye'ye dair on yil onceki izlenimleri ile
bugiinkii izlenimlerini karsilagtirmakta once-
ki durumu daha gerilimli simdiki durumu ise
daha wyumlu buldugunu soylemektedir.

IRAN

Tehran Times

Erdogan, a success at home and abroad
Haziran 2011- M.A. Saki

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s Justice and Development Party
(AKP) won another landslide victory in the
general election on June 12.

The face of Turkey has changed since the AKP
assumed power in 2002. It has emerged as an
economic power and has transformed itself
from a follower of the West into a key regio-
nal and international player.

The Turkish people open their arms to the
AKP because it has created a dynamic eco-
nomy, adopted policies in conformity with
the socio-religious structure of the Turkish
society, aligned itself with the Islamic world,
and openly criticized Israel’s policy in the oc-
cupied territories of Palestine.

Turkey has witnessed sustainable economic
growth over the last nine years, to the extent
that the AKP has succeeded in bringing Tur-
key into the ranks of the twenty wealthiest co-

untries in the world. And Goldman Sachs has
predicted Turkey will break into the top ten
by 2050, if things stay on the track.

To join the European Union, Turkey, un-
der the AKP leadership, has also carried out
many reforms to bring its laws into line with
European standards. But the new generati-
on of leaders in European countries, such as
Germany and France, has blocked Turkey’s
efforts to join the EU.

However, although Europe is facing a debt
meltdown and many of the countries in Eas-
tern Europe have faced financial crises, Tur-
key has managed to rebound quickly from the
global downturn and its economy grew 8.9
percent last year, the fastest rate of any large
country except for China and India.

Turkey’s rise as an economic powerhouse has
created high self-confidence among its ci-
tizens, to the extent that they no longer see
joining the European Union as a paradise. For
example, Barin Kayaoglu, a Turkish citizen
who is currently a Ph.D. student at the Uni-
versity of Virginia, shrugged off the recent re-
marks by French President Nicolas Sarkozy,
who had said Turkey will not join the Europe-
an Union for at least 15 years. Kayaoglu says
Turkey will be politically and economically
more successful than France in 15 years.

Erdogan also knows how to find a place in
the hearts of people at home and abroad, and
particularly in the hearts of Muslim nations.
Well aware of the religious sentiments of the
Turkish people, the AKP has been seeking to
loosen the ban on hijab, which is seen as a
sign of the expansion of civil liberties.

The Turkish prime minister visited the quake-
hit areas of Pakistan in October 2005 and the
flood-hit areas of the South Asian country in
October 2010. During those trips, he expres-
sed sympathy with the people of Pakistan and
also pledged that Turkey would provide eco-
nomic support and relief.
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Despite being a Sunni Muslim, Erdogan vi-
sited the shrine of Imam Ali (AS) -- the first
Shia Imam -- in Najaf in March and met with
Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, the highest-ran-
king Shia cleric in Iraq.

Erdogan also enchanted the hearts and minds
of the Arab people when he stormed off the
stage at the World Economic Forum in Davos
in January 2009 after a heated argument with
Israeli President Shimon Peres about Israel’s
war on the people of Gaza.

Speaking at the victory rally in Ankara after
his recent election triumph, Erdogan said,
“Today the Western world, Tripoli, Gaza ha-
ve won. The Middle East, the Balkans, Euro-
pe have won. Peace, justice and stability have

”

won.

Turkey has also tried to play the role of a re-
gional leader. For example, Turkey, together
with Brazil, tried to broker a nuclear deal bet-
ween Iran and the West in May 2010. It has
also hosted meetings between Pakistani and
Afghan leaders in its efforts to help end the
insurgency in Afghanistan.

As a key member of NATO, Turkey is also
challenging the West. For example, a joint
aerial exercise conducted by the Turkish and
Chinese militaries in central Anatolia shoc-
ked the West since such maneuvers were pre-
viously carried out jointly with the U.S., other
NATO countries, and Israel.

Their success at home and abroad has promp-
ted some analysts to surmise that the current
rulers of Turkey have the ambition of reviving
the glory days of the Ottoman Empire. But
this Neo-Ottomanism would not have the im-
perialistic nature of the Ottoman Empire and
would promote cooperation among nations.

http://www.tehrantimes.com/index_View.
asp?code=242721
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Ozet:

AK Parti hiikiimetinin i¢ ve dis politikalarin-
dan bahsedilen yazida oncelikle 2002den bu
yana Tiirkiye'nin kaydettigi ilerlemelere yer
veriliyor. AB siireci ve ekonomik biiyiime bas-
liklarimn dikkat ¢ektigi bu ilk boliimiin ardin-
dan Tiirkiye'nin dis politikasinin degerlendiril-
mesine gegiliyor. Yazida Basbakan Erdogan’in
yalnizca yurtiginde degil aym zamanda yurt-
disinda da insanlarin akillarina ve kalplerine
hitap edebilen bir lider oldugu belirtiliyor ve
bu baglamda Tiirkiye'nin Pakistana yaptig
deprem yardimi, Davos siireci ve Israil-Filis-
tin, Irakda tiim gruplarla kurulan yakn ilis-
kiler gibi konular ele alinvywr.

IRNA

Turkey to proceed with proactive fore-
ign policy

Haziran 2011

Securing 50 percent of the votes in the gene-
ral elections on Sunday, the government of
Prime Minister Recep Erdogan will proceed
with proactive foreign policy in the Middle
East.

With almost all of the ballots counted, local
media said that Erdogan’s Justice and Deve-
lopment Party AKP had secured about 325 of
the 550 seats in parliament.

Erdogan, in an address to hundreds of chee-
ring supporters at his party headquarters in
Ankara, the capital, acknowledged the need
to work for a consensus if constitutional re-
forms were to be realized, a priority shared by
the country’s political parties and civil orga-
nizations.

Our nation delivered to us a call for consen-
sus and dialogue in making this new constitu-
tion,” Erdogan said.
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“This constitution will be established upon
brotherhood, support, sharing, unity and to-
getherness”

The current Constitution was prepared after
a military coup in the 1980s, and many here
believe that it elevates protections for the sta-
te above those of citizens, at the expense of
individual rights and freedom:s.

Under Erdogan’s stewardship, the govern-
ment restored political and economic stabi-
lity after years of turmoil.

Supporters credit Erdogan with elevating
Turkey’s profile in the Middle East, turning
the country into an increasingly assertive
regional player at a time when several of its
neighbors are locked in sometimes violent
struggles for democracy.

Erdogan has moved the country further up
the road, although sometimes a bumpy one,
to European Union membership. His party
has brought the country strong economic
growth of 8.9 percent, though unemployment
remains stubbornly high at nearly 12 percent
and income distribution remains uneven.

In his victory speech, Erdogan alluded to
Turkey’s aspiration to be a voice in the West
for the Middle Eastern region and Muslims,
saying Bosnians, Lebanese, Syrians and Pales-
tinians also benefited from his victory.

‘Believe me, Sarajevo won today as much as
Istanbul, Beirut won as much as Izmir, Da-
mascus won as much as Ankara, Ramallah,
Nablus, Jenin, the West Bank, Jerusalem won
as much as Diyarbakir’

http://www.irna.ir/ENNewsShow.
aspx?NID=30430395

Ozet:

Basbakan Erdogan liderligindeki AKP hiikii-
metlerinin dis politikalarini degerlendiren bu

yazida 12 Haziran segimlerinden sonraki sii-
regte Tiirkiye’nin proaktif dis politika izlemeye
devam edecegi vurgulanyor. Yazi, Basbakan
Erdogan’in Tiirkiye'nin imajimi Ortadogida
gelistirdigini ifade ediyor ve Erdogan’in se-
¢im sonrast zafer konusmasinda sadece
Tiirkiye'nin degil Ortadogu halklarinin ka-
zandigin ifade ettigine dikkat cekiyor.

Fars News Agency
Tiirkiye secimlerinin mesajlar1
Prof. Dr. Nurettin Giiz, Haziran 2011

Prof. Dr. Nurettin Giiz, 12 Haziran se¢im so-
nuclarini degerlendirdigi yorumunda Tiirkiye
se¢cmeninin siyasi partilere verdigi mesajlar1
act.

Tiirkiye'de secimler bitti, sandiklar acildi ve
sonuclar aciklandi... Peki bu sonuclar nasil
degerlendirilmeli, siyasiler bu sonuglar1 nasil
degerlendirmeli. Prof. Dr. Nurettin Giiz, san-
diktan c¢ikan sonuglara gore se¢menin, terci-
hini bir kez daha istikrardan yana kullandigi-
n1 sOyledi. Muhalefetin kendisine ¢eki diizen
vermesi gerektigini ifade eden Giiz'e gore ik-
tidara secim sonrasi bityiik is diisiiyor.

Haber5te yer alan habere gore Tiirkiye,
Erdogan'in balkon konusmasindaki sozleri-
ni tartistyor. Muhalefetten helallik isteyen ve
toplumun her kesimini kucaklayan mesajlar
veren Erdogan, anayasa degisikligi icin de ilk
start1 verdi.

Peki Tiirkiye'nin se¢imi, muhalefet ve iktidar
icin nasil degerlendirilmeli? Siyasal iletisim
uzmani Gazi Universitesi Ogretim Uyesi Prof.
Dr. Nurettin Giiz'e gore bu sonu¢lar malumun
ilanindan bagka bir sey degil. Iste Giiz'iin se-
¢im degerlendirmesi;

Sizce se¢im Oncesindeki beklentiler gercek-
lesti mi? Tahminlerdeki sapmalar nasil oldu?
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Aslinda agiklanan secim sonuglar1 biraz da
malum ilani gibi bir anlam tagimaktadir. Se-
¢im Oncesi tahminlerdeki sapma, bazi ¢evre-
lerin de etkisiyle, CHP’nin daha fazla oy alabi-
lecegine iliskin bir beklenti olusmasina neden
olmustur. Acik¢asi bu durum, se¢im sonugla-
rina iliskin beklentide sapmalara sebep oldu.

Secim siireci degerlendirildiginde, AK Parti
ile ilgili beklenti bir ka¢ puan gerideydi. CHP
ongoriilenden % 2-3 oraninda daha az oy alir-
ken, AK Parti 6ngoriilenden % 2-3 daha fazla
oy aldi. Kamuoyu arastirmalar1 ve bir kasim
medyanin CHP’yi dnde gorme ve gosterme
cabalar1 sonuglardan da gortldigi gibi tut-
madi.

Se¢menin sagduyusu ile ilgili ne sdylenebilir?

Hemen her secim 6ncesi ve sonrasi se¢menin
sagduyusundan soz edilirse de siyasetin da-
ha merkezinde yer alanla, bu sagduyuyu pek
dikkate almadan durum degerlendirmesi yap-
maktadir. Se¢im sonuglarinin belirlenmesin-
de, segmenin kesin bir sagduyusu her zaman
vardir. Sonuglardan da goriilecegi iizere sec-
men “AK Parti’ye istikrar i¢in sana oy veriyo-
rum, ama Anayasay! tek basina degistiremez-
sin, hatta degisiklik tekliflerini tek basina halk
oyuna gotiiremezsin” mesaj1 verirken CHP’ye
ise “muhalefet yap ama bazi bolgelerde ve 6-
zellikle doguda yaptiklarini onaylamiyorum.
Oyunu yiikseltmek istiyorsan, popiilizmin
Otesinde bir seyler yap” demistir. Secimlerde
milletvekili sayis1 diisen MHP’ye ise se¢men,
“sayet iktidar olmak istiyorsan Tiirkiye’yi ku-
caklayacak, sadece elestiriye degil iilke so-
runlarina yonelik de politikalar gelistirmeli,
tepeden tirnaga yenilesmen gerekir” mesaji
vermistir.

Tim bu mesajlar irdelendiginde aslinda 12
Haziran sec¢imlerinin tek bir yorumu vardir.
Se¢men, mevcut istikrardan memnun oldu-
gunu, iktidari elestirse de istikrarin bozulma-
masini istedigini belirtmistir. Yani se¢men bir
kez daha tavrini istikrardan yana koymustur.

Mubhalefet ne yapabilirdi?
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Secim kampanyalarinda da goriildiigi gibi
secim tartismalarinin odaginda iilke ve mil-
let sorunlarina iligkin cok az sey tartisildi.
Ekonomi, insanlarin gelir ve giderleri, i¢ ve
dis bor¢lanma se¢menin ne kadar giindemi-
ne gelebildi? Gelismis hemen her tlkenin en
onemli secim argiimani dis politikadaki mev-
cut politikalar ne oranda tartisilabildi?

Tirkiye'nin gelecek dort yili, 10 yili, 20 yili-
na iliskin hangi projeksiyonlari siyasi partiler
giindeme getirip segmenin giinliik tartismala-
r1 arasina koyabildi?

Son secimler gosterdi ki, sadece iktidar par-
tisine yonelik, bilgi ve belgeye dayanmadan
ortaya atilan iddialarla yiiriitiilecek bir se¢im
kampanyas1 se¢meni fazla etkilemiyor. Siyasi
partilerin se¢menin giindemine girebilmesi
icin daha ayrintili analizler iizerine insa edile-
cegi gercekci politikalara ihtiyaci oldugu dik-
kati cekiyor. Hicbir gercek veriye dayanma-
dan yapilan vaatlere Tiirk insani artik pirim
vermiyor. “Baskasi ne veriyorsa ben daha faz-
lasini hatta iki katini verecegim” diyen Demi-
rel mantigl, size iki anahtar vermeye soz ve-
riyorum vaatleri de segmene cazip gelmiyor.
Secmenin partilere verdigi diger bir mesaj,
dersinize iyi ¢calisindir.

Bu secimden ne dersler c¢ikarilabilir? Gelece-
ge yonelik olarak partiler ne yapabilir?

Se¢menin her partiye verdigi dersler farkli-
dir. AK Parti’ye mevcut politikalarini onayli-
yorum, ama yeni bir Anayasa icin diger par-
tilerle anlas, CHP’ye daha fazla halka in ve
demokrasi yolundaki calismalarini siirdiir,
MHP’ye seni dikkate aliyorum, kendini yenile
mesajl vermistir.

Gelecege yonelik olarak bu secim ¢ok giizel
mesajlar icermektedir. Diger parlementer sis-
temlere bakildiginda, bir kag istisna disinda,
hemen her tilkede se¢men ti¢ donemden fazla
bir partiye st iiste iktidar sansi vermemek-
tedir. AK Parti'nin bir sonraki se¢imlerde ik-
tidar olabilmesi ¢ok zor. Tiirkiye'deki se¢men
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profiline bakildiginda sol oylarin % 20 — 30 a-
rali-ginda oldugu distinilldigiinde, CHP’nin
de iktidar olabilmesi de pek miimkiin goriil-
miiyor. Mevcut sartlar devam ettigi takdirde
iktidarin yeni aday1 yeni bir sag parti olabile-
cektir. Bu sag parti toparlayabilirse MHP, to-
parlayamazsa yeni bir sag parti olacaktir.

http://turkish.farsnews.com/newstext.
aspx?nn=9003230913

Ozet:

Bu yazida 12 Haziran Genel Segimleri sonug-
larumin nasil degerlendirilmesi gerektigi ince-
leniyor. Ajans bu konuda Prof. Dr. Nurettin
Giiz’iin fikirlerine basvuruyor. Buna gore san-
diktan ¢ikan sonuglara gore se¢menin, terci-
hini bir kez daha istikrardan yana kullandig
ifade ediliyor. Muhalefetin kendisine ¢eki dii-
zen vermesi gerektigini ifade eden Giize gore
iktidara segim sonrasi biiyiik ig diistiyor. Peki
Tiirkiye'nin segimi, muhalefet ve iktidar igin
nasil degerlendirilmeli? Siyasal iletisim uz-
mant Gazi Universitesi Ogretim Uyesi Prof.
Dr. Nurettin Giize gore bu sonuglar malumun
ilamndan bagka bir sey degil.

MEHR News Agency

Uciincii Tur’da Tirk Islamcilarin kesin
zaferi: sebepler ve isaretler

Haziran 2011, Hasan Lascerdi

Tirkiye'de parlamento secimleri yapildi, 6n-
ceki secimlere gore iilkedeki mevcut kosullar-
da 6nemli degisiklikler oldu, tam da bu yiiz-
den bu belirleyici degiskenler, sonug tizerinde
de degisiklik yaratti.

Tirkiye, Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisinin (AKP)
iki donem iktidarinda bazi siyasi ve sosyal en-
gelleri basariyla gecti. Bu cihetle kamu oyu ve
goriis sahiplerinin inanci, bugiinkii parlamen-
to secim sonucunun dnceki se¢cimlere kiyasla

daha seffaf olarak tahmin edilebilir oldugu
yoniinde...

Onceki dénemlerdeki gegmisten kalan siyasi
ortam sebebiyle, hakim siyasi parti gruplari,
rekabet alaninda AK Parti ile miinasip sekilde
rekabet edebilirlerdi. Ciinkii Adalet ve Kal-
kinma Partisi bugiin bulundugu yere sahip
degildi. Ayni sekilde, milliyetci, kiirt, Kema-
list partiler ve hatta Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi
siyasi sorumluluklar agisindan bazi rekabet
alanlarinda Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi ile bir
yap1 meydana getirebilirlerdi.

Erdogan ve cevresi, gectigimiz iki donem
Tirkiye'de iktidar olmayi basardilar. Bazi
onemli toplumsal ve siyasi sahsiyetleri degis-
tirdiler ve degisiklikler kamuoyunun tavrinda
degisikliklere yol agmistir. Bu cihetle, bugiin
bir¢oklar1 biitiin bu faaliyetlerin hedefinin za-
man icinde devlet hakimiyeti olduguna inan-
maktadirlar ki bu partiye olan genel bakis her
giin daha genis bir boyutla artirmaktadir.

AK Parti, Tiirkiye idaresi sirasinda siyasi ve
toplumsal giic anlaminda bazi 6nemli degisik-
likler yapmay1 basarmustir. Bu sebeple bugiin
gonil rahatligiyla kamuoyu iizerinde kontrol
saglayabilmekte ve secimdeki rakiplerinden
daha yiiksek bir sesle Tiirkiye'nin gelecegini
cizebilmektedir. Bu bolimde en 6nemli fak-
torlere isaret edilecektir:

-Tiirkiye'de son on yilda, bilhassa milli iire-
timin yiikseltilmesi, yatirimlarin artirilmasi,
degisik sanayi kollarinda varlik gosterilmesi
ve dis ticaretin artirilmasi gibi belirgin nokta-
larda realist politikalarla ekonomik gii¢ artis1
saglanmistur.

-Ordunun siyasi karar almadaki roliinin
azaltilmasi, Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisinin
ozellikle genel sosyal isleyis diizenine bakisi-
n1 ifade etmektedir. Ciinkii cok uzak olmayan
gecmiste, Ordu'nun yeri daima kararlarin a-
lindig1 yer olarak goriilmiis ve bu faaliyetlerin
gelistigi yer olan Milli Giivenlik Konseyi'nde
degisiklik yapilarak sivillere de konseyin karar
alma mekanizmasinda yer verilmistir.
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-Enflasyonun %7’ye indirilerek yasam kosul-
larinin kolaylastirilmasi, dis borglarin azal-
tilarak toplumun degisik kesimlerinde gelir
artist saglanmasi, karsiliginda yurtici yatirim-
larin artmasi, yurt disinda yasayan Tiirklerin
getirileri, degisik alanlarda faaliyet gosteren
Tirk sirketlerinin Tirkiye sinirlari disinda
bile istihdam yaratmalari, iilkenin erisilebi-
len biitiin noktalarinda firsatlar yaratilmasi,
tilkenin ge¢mis on yillarda diisiis gosteren
degiskenlerinin degismesine sebep olmus ve
Tirkiye’yi Diinyanin 17. ekonomik giicii ha-
line getirmistir.

-Reel dis politika alani aktorliigii, Adalet ve
Kalkinma Patisi’nin iktidar1 doneminin diger
bir trtiniidiir. Ankara, AK Parti'nin iktidari-
nin ilk giiniinde Ortadogu ve Islam {ilkeleri-
ni yeni karargaha baglayabilir ve uluslararasi
diizenden 180 derecelik bir doniisle bolgesel
bir diizene gecebilirdi. Fakat islamcilar ikinci
donem iktidarlarinda “realist firsat yaratic1”
politikalariyla ve hatta gelismelerdeki olum-
lu miidahalelerini bir¢ok olay ve gelismelerde
lider olup ayni zamanda bolgesel ve uluslara-
rasi alanlarda yeni firsatlar yaratarak aktorlik
roliinii artirmay1 basardilar. Ge¢gmisten kalan
Bati ile ilski yerine islam, Arap ve hatta Uzak
Dogu iilkeleriyle bir¢ok ticari anlagsmalar yap-
tilar. Ulkenin ekonomik kurumlari hizla gelis-
ti ve sahasinda giiglii bir sekilde var olabilmek
icin gereken ayalamayi yaptilar.

Boyle bir ortamda, Adalet ve Kalkinma Par-
tisi, Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, Milliyet¢i Ha-
reket Partisi, Baris ve Demokrasi Partisi'nin
katilimlariyla @i¢lincii donem parlamento se-
¢imi yapiliyor. Bu partilerden herbirinin top-
lumsal ve siyasi kabul gorme kapasiteleri ve
propoganda faaliyetleri oraninda oy alacak-
larina inaniliyor. Bugiinkii kamuoyu yoklama
sonuglarina gore oylarin %47’sini Adalet ve
Kalkinma Partisi, %35’ini Cumhuriyet Halk
Partisi, %12’sini Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi ve
%6/5'ini Baris ve Demokrasi Partisi alacaklar.

Bu sartlar gostermektedir ki secimin galibini
belirlemek acisindan partinin pozisyonu ve
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yeterlilik durumuna ilave olarak parti prog-
ramlar1 ve sloganlar1 da fikir verici olmakta-
dir ve halkin oyuna etki eden bazi faktorler
dikkate alindiginda bazi kosullarin bugiin
Tirkiye'de yapilan parlamento sec¢iminin ga-
libinin yiiziinii belli ediyor.

Bu oézellikleriyle Islamcilarin, segimi galibi
olarak kazandiklar1 séylenebilir. iktidar do-
nemlerindeki tutarli ve hedefli bir program
dahilinde gerekli kosullar1 organize edip,
parlamentoda biiytik ¢ogunlugu elde etmek
amaciyla sadece yiiksek oranda halk oyu ko-
nusu ilizerinde ¢alistyorlar. Boylelikle gelecegi
yiiksek idealleriyle kendi zihni gercevelerinde
olusturabilecekler.

Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi'nin, 2023 yili i¢in
ekonomik meseleler, bireysel ve toplumsal
ozgiirlikler ve uluslar arasi iliskiler aglar1 ku-
rarak iilkenin statiisiinii artirmaya odakli ge-
lecege doniik biiyiik programi halkin 6nemli
bir kesimini kendisine cekmektedir.

Kisisel yetenekleri agisindan Erdogan’in Ka-
rizmatik kisiligi, secim yarisinda Adalet ve
Kalkinma Partisi adina bir siyasi ve teskilat
giicii desteginden gelen tutumu, siyasette
halki ve toplumsal tabakalar: ve hatta rakip
siyasi parti ve gruplar1 ciddiyetle Adalet ve
Kalkinma Partisi'ne ¢ekmekte oldukca etkili
olduguna inanmaktadir. Erdogan biitiin re-
ferandumlarda dile getirdigi 6nceki basarisiz
anayasayl degistirmeyi stratejisini son se¢im
kampanyalarinda tekrar etmistir.

Ayni sekilde, rakip partilerin, ozellikle parti
ici rekabet, vasat bir toplumsal yer, liderlerin-
deki bozuklukluklar, kii¢iik grup hatta azinlik
temsilcilerinin agirlik kazanmasi gibi sebepler
yiiziinden Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi ile reka-
bet edemezler.

Yazar: Hasan LascerdiMHA Dis Haber Ser-
visi Genel Mudirii)

http://www.mehrnews.com/tr/newsdetail.
aspx?NewsID=1334041
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Ozet:

Yazar, se¢im sonuglarint Tiirkiyede yaklastk
son on yildir mevcut kosullarin onemli élciide
degismesine baglamaktadwr. Bu degisim, ya-
zara gore, Tiirk ekonomisinde kaydedilen bii-
yiime, siyasetin sivillesmesi ve Tiirkiye'nin dig
politikasindaki cegitlenmedir. AKP'nin se¢im
zaferi bu bakimdan bir siirpriz olmamaktadur.

Press TV
“Turkey vote result shows change in MFE’

15 Haziran 2011- Mohammad-Javad
Larijani

The head of Iran’s Supreme Council for Hu-
man Rights says the recent electoral victory
for Turkey’s ruling Islamic party reflects
change on the regional level.

The victory for the Justice and Development
Party (AK Party) indicates the regional chan-
ges and Islamic Awakening -- which has swept
many Muslim countries across the Middle E-
ast and North Africa, IRNA quoted Moham-
mad-Javad Larijani as saying on Wednesday.

The victory is an achievement for the pro-
Islamic movements throughout the enti-
re region, said the official in a meeting with
Turkey’s Ambassador to Iran Umit Yardim.

The AK Party, which is headed by Prime Mi-
nister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, won 49.83 per-
cent of the vote in the Sunday parliamentary
polls for a third consecutive year, securing
326 seats in the 550-member parliament.

Larijani spoke to the Turkish envoy about
the Islamic Republic’s achievements since
the 1979 victory of the Islamic Revolution in
Iran, deeming the circumstances right for the
expansion of human rights relations between
the two sides.

The comments came amid ongoing anti-go-
vernment protests in the Arab world parti-
cularly in Libya, Yemen, Bahrain, Jordan and
Saudi Arabia.

The demonstrations have been motivated
by the successful revolutions in Tunisia and
Egypt, which earlier in the year toppled the
two US-backed dictatorial regimes.

http://www.mehrnews.com/tr/newsdetail.
aspx?NewsID=1334041

Ozet:

Yazara gore AKP’nin segim bagarist, Ortado-
gudaki Islami hareketler acisindan bir kaza-
mumdur. Dolayisiyla Tiirkiyedeki segcimler Or-
tadogudaki bolgesel degisimi yansitmaktadur.

Press TV
‘AK Party victory benefits Palestinians’
15 Haziran 2011

Head of Iran’s Parliament (Majlis) National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission Ala-
eddin Boroujerdi

A top Iranian legislator has hailed Turkey’s
ruling Justice and Development Party’s (AK
Party) victory in parliamentary elections as
beneficial to Palestinians.

Head of the Parliament (Majlis) National Se-
curity and Foreign Policy Commission Alaed-
din Boroujerdi said on Tuesday that Turkish
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s Isla-
mic oriented AK Party transformed the co-
untry over its first two terms in office and was
widely expected to win a fresh mandate fol-
lowing the recent elections, IRNA reported.

He added the AK Party’s resounding victory
in Sunday’s parliamentary elections clearly
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shows public support for Islamic values being
experienced under the party.

Given pro-Palestinian stands pursued by the
governing Turkish administration, AK Party’s
third term win marks a triumph for the Pales-
tinians and their cause, Boroujerdi also com-
mented.

Erdogan’s AK Party won 49.83 percent of the
votes on Sunday, leading the main opposition
Republican People’s Party (CHP), which won
only 25.94 percent of the vote.

The Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) ga-
ined 12.99 percent of the ballots, while inde-
pendents obtained 6.58 percent, the Anatolia
news agency reported.

Turkey’s ruling party, however, fell short of a
“super majority” of 367 seats in the 550-mem-
ber Parliament that would have allowed it to
rewrite the Constitution.

Boroujerdi, meanwhile, praised the formation
of a new cabinet led by Lebanese Prime Mi-
nister Najib Mikati as a major step towards
the establishment of stability in Lebanon and
its neighboring state, Syria.

Lebanon’s premier on Monday announced
the makeup of his cabinet following talks with
President Michel Sleiman and Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri.

Mikati has vowed that his cabinet would be
one that represents all Lebanese

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/184754.html
Ozet:

Iranlt parlamenter Burucerdi Tiirkiyedeki
secimlerde AKP'nin basarisimin Filistinlile-
rin lehine oldugunu iddia etmektedir. Zira
Burucerdi’ye gre AKP’nin basarist toplumda
Islami degerlere verilen destegi gostermekte-
dir. Bu yiizden de Tiirkiye'nin Filistin davasi-
na destegi stirecektir.
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PAKISTAN
Pak Observer
Turkey a role model!

Haziran 2011- Air Cdre Khalid Igbal
(R)

Within less than a decade Turkey has really
turned around in almost all strategic aspects.
In 2002, it suffered from almost all the ills that
Pakistan is facing today. A sinking economy,
political instability, junta’ dominated civil-
military equation and polarized society were
the hall-marks of Turkey. It prided itself with
secular ideals and shunned its Muslim iden-
tity. Getting the membership of European
Union was a matter of life and death.

Nevertheless, this was the profile of the state
only. Public sentiment was quite the opposite.
Shrine going jeans wearing youngsters, pri-
vately praying elderly and masses flocking to
see the Islamic relics in the specially arranged
centers represented the simmering attach-
ment of the public with Islam. Undercurrents
were visible indicating that people were loo-
king for an outlet, an opportunity and a genu-
ine political leadership.

Earlier Prime Minister Najmudin Erbkan’s
government had represented the Islamic as-
pirations of the Turkish people. His govern-
ment came to power in 1996, but was ousted
by ‘Junta’ in 1997, and elderly Erbkan was la-
ter jailed on flimsy charges. Late Erbakan is
referred to as the “teacher” of a number of
Turkey’s leading political figures. He was in-
deed the mentor of current leadership inc-
luding President Abdullah Gul and Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan. They owe
Najmudin Erbakan the foundation of their
political thought process.

Third consecutive victory of Turkey’s ruling
Justice and Development Party (AKP) indica-
tes amazing confidence reposed by the people
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of Turkey in the leadership of Prime Minister
Erdogan, who has taken bold and visionary
decisions for the uplift of his people and to
carve out a place of respect for the country
in the comity of nations. Before becoming the
prime minster, Erdogan had already establis-
hed his credential as charismatic leader, a vi-
sionary, and as an agent of change during his
tenure as Mayor of Istanbul during 1994-98.

Ruling party has clinched a record landslide
(50.3%) in last week’s parliamentary polls. It
is party’s highest electoral tally since it ca-
me to power. However, AKP fell short of the
two-third majority in the parliament, which it
was eagerly seeking to amend the constituti-
on; which is a legacy of a 1980 military coup.
Nevertheless, third time around mandate to
AKP is a clear proof of approval of its poli-
cies by majority of the nation. The electoral
outcome is indeed a potent endorsement of
the balance between economic liberalism and
religious conservatism offered by Erdogan.
The main opposition ‘Republican People’s
Party’ (CHP) is second with 25.9%, followed
by the Nationalist Action Party (MHP) with
13.1%. Out of national population of around
73 million, more than 50 million people we-
re eligible to vote; turnout was around 87 per
cent. Generally the voting was peaceful and
orderly, with large crowds gathered to cast
ballots. For the first time, voters cast ballots
in transparent plastic boxes. The measure was
designed to prevent any allegations of fraud.
These elections are an indicator of stability in
an increasingly confident country.

This victory is a tribute to the excellent per-
formance of the AKP which has presided over
strong economic growth and has adopted an
assertive foreign policy. Per capita income of
the country, which tripled to $10,079 during
the tenure of AKP is indicative of the success
of its economic policies; the party aims to
further jack it up to $25,000 by 2023, when
Turks commemorate the centenary of the
Turkish Republic. The AKP owes its enduring
popularity mostly to economic success and

improved public services following years of
financial instability. The growth rate last year
was 8.9 per cent, the second highest among
G-20 nations after China. Turkey has become
an economic powerhouse and influential pla-
yer on the global stage. Inflation, which had,
for decades, adversely affected the country’s
economy, was brought under control and
the Turkish Lira regained its former prestige
through the elimination of six zeros. As prime
minister, Erdogan implemented numerous
reforms. Forty five years after Turkey signed
an Association Agreement with the EU, the
negotiations for Turkey’s accession to the EU
started during Erdogan’s tenure, and that too
in a respectable way.

Erdogan’s foreign policy reflects the senti-
ments of the Turkish people, in the context
of daunting challenge facing the Muslim Um-
mah. Middle-East, Afghanistan, and Kashmir
issue have attracted his special attention. His
initiatives like brokering an arrangement bet-
ween Brazil and Iran to avert a nuclear impas-
se during ‘NPT Review Conference of 2010,
opening of an office for Taliban in Turkey,
abstention in UNSC resolution 1973 pertai-
ning establishment of no fly zone over Libya,
and refusal to participate in NATO operati-
ons in Libya are reflections of a robust foreign
policy with Islamic inclinations. Turkey has
repeatedly spoken for the rights of protesters
in uprisings in the Middle East and North Af-
rica. On symbolic plane, he has snatched back
the respect for ‘Hijab from Sarkozy’s fanatic
jaws.

‘Freedom Flotilla’ episode in 2010 brought
the Palestinian issue under intense internati-
onal focus. Israel committed high sea piracy
against a modest convoy of six boats carrying
humanitarian aid to Gaza. Nine innocent pa-
cifists were killed and the boats were impo-
unded. Reaction by the comity of nations and
agencies like UN, OIC and Arab League etc
was of severe denunciation of Israel’s brutal
acts. Erdogan came out with flying colours
by expressing his desire to join the struggle
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by being on board such subsequent Flotilla to
break the inhuman blockade of Gaza. He in-
deed set the tempo for rest of the statesmen
to follow. Due to his defiant rhythm, pressu-
re snowballed on Israel resulting into prompt
release of prisoners.

Turkey stands out as an island of peace in a
region marred with uprisings and instabi-
lity. The government says it seeks to craft a
Western-style democracy and join the Euro-
pean Union. However, its Islamic roots are
a source of suspicion among secular circles
that once dominated Turkey with the military
help. Once in power, secular fanatics had gi-
ven Turkey poverty, dependence and instabi-
lity. During recent years, the government has
sharply reduced the political clout of the mili-
tary, and taken some steps to ease restrictions
on minorities. Erdogan has promised that the
new constitution would be more democra-
tic and would include “basic rights and fre-
edoms”. Beside economic success, Erdogan’s
sustained public support has been built on
ending decades of chaotic coalitions, military
coups and failed international financial bailo-
uts.

Erdogan’s victory has been received with joy
in Pakistan because the Turkish Prime Mi-
nister has been instrumental in bringing the
two nations still closer. The resolve shown by
him and his spouse in helping the flood and
earth quake affected masses has earned him
a permanent place in the hearts of Pakistani
people.

Turkey presents a role model for Pakistan.
Public sentiment in Pakistan is indeed on a
look out for its Erdogan!

—The writer is international security, current
affairs analyst and a former PAF Assistant
Chief of Air Staff.

http://pakobserver.net/detailnews.
asp?id=98593
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Ozet:

Yazida AKP’nin basarisi, hiikiimetin icraat-
lerinin ve yaklagimlarinmin toplum icinde bul-
dugu karsiliga baglaniyor. Buna gore, AKP'nin
ekonomik liberalism ve dini muhafazakarlig
bir potada eriten yaklasimlar: toplumdan
destek gormiigstiir. Ekonomik biiyiime, aktif dus
politika ve kamu hizmetlerinin artisi AKP’ye
secim basarist getirmistir. Bu yonleriyle Tiir-
kiye Pakistan igin bir rol modeli teskil etmek-
tedir.

The Express Tribune
Ramification of Erdogan’s victory

19 Haziran 2011- Tanvir Ahmad Khan

The writer was foreign secretary from 1989-
90 and is a former chairman of the Institute
of Strategic Studies in Islamabad

The election held on June 12 to the Grand
National Assembly of Turkey is destined to
have significant ramifications for Turkey and
the region. Apart from ensuring continuity in
domestic economy and politics, it will give a
new impetus to Turkey’s proactive foreign po-
licy. From a Pakistani viewpoint, the resoun-
ding success of the Justice and Development
Party (AKP) for the third consecutive term is
a demonstration of the nearly unique manner
in which the ubiquitous question of politi-
cal Islam has been successfully addressed in
Turkey. I propose to deal with this fascinating
process in my next article for this newspaper.

Insofar as electoral majority is concerned, the
outcome of this election, which brought out
a staggering 87 per cent of voters, was never
in doubt. In AKP’s first term in office (2002-
2007) Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
stabilised the rather volatile Turkish economy
with great imagination. He built up a broad
coalition of stakeholders to ensure that the
desperately needed spurt in national growth
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would not marginalise large sections of the
population, particularly the huge number
of internal migrants into the big cities from
Anatolia. When the party again won an ab-
solute majority in 2007, it was able to acce-
lerate the rate of growth without too much
anxiety about its dark side destabilising the
social order. The present election took place
in the midst of 9 per cent growth rate. Turkey
achieved phenomenal diversification of trade
as it balanced its preoccupation with the Eu-
ropean Union (EU) with intensified interest
in Russia, the Middle East, Africa and China.
The electorate had no intention of rocking the
boat in this optimistic setting.

Turkey has avoided wild swings in its exter-
nal relations but, led by the collective wisdom
of Abdullah Gul, Erdogan and, above all, the
dynamic foreign minister, Ahmet Davutolu
has managed shifts of axis while maintaining
a balance between new initiatives and conti-
nuity in certain foreign policy areas such as
the alliance with the West, Nato and interest
in EU membership. The AKP saw in the fo-
undational work done by Turgat Ozal, and
others, to create a dynamic and independent
discourse for the country’s useful strands that
could be carried forward, while using its great
parliamentary strength and a robust economy
to take some measured ‘risks’ in conducting
external relations. Erdogan broke away from
the inflexible western approach to Iran’s nuc-
lear issue and launched in May 2010, together
with Brazil, a proposal that would make sanc-
tions against Iran unnecessary, a solution ba-
sed on an agreement on a low-enriched nuc-
lear fuel swap. In June 2010, Turkey unambi-
guously rejected the anti-Iran sanctions at the
Security Council. Another significant shift
was Erdogan’s forthright criticism of Israel’s
denial of Palestinian rights. Since Israel’s use
of violence against the flotilla carrying huma-
nitarian aid for Gaza, the AKP government
has demanded apologies and damages from
Tel Aviv.

AKP polled more than 50 per cent of the vo-
te, a feat achieved in the past only by Adnan

Menderes and Suleyman Demirel, and captu-
red 325 seats in the 550-seat Grand Assembly.
Turkey requires political parties to secure at
least 10 per cent of the vote to enter parlia-
ment. The Kurdish Peace and Democracy
Party fielded its nominees as independent
candidates who bagged 5.9 per cent of the
vote and 36 seats. No other party got repre-
sented in the House. This breakdown of seats
has created a problem for Erdogan, insofar as
his ambitious project to significantly amend
the existing constitution — written in the mi-
litary-dominated early 1980s — is concerned.
Internal and external forces urged the voters
not to give Erdogan the mandate to unilate-
rally change the constitution, partly because
he has talked of a strong presidency. It seems
that the electorate opted for a situation where
he could govern unhindered but would have
to seek the support of other parties to make
constitutional changes. He has already decla-
red that he will pursue his objective through
consensus. He has the will and the skills to
carry through the project.

http://tribune.com.pk/story/192174/
ramification-of-erdogans-victory/

Ozet:

Yazar, Tiirkiyedeki secimlerde AKP'nin ba-
sarisim hiikiimetin ekonomi ve dis politika
alanlarindaki basarilarini ekonomik biiyiime
ve dis politikaya borglu oldugunu iddia edi-
yor. Secimlerden sonar yeni donemde, yazara
gore, i¢ politika ve ekonomide devamliik ya-
sanacak ve dis politikada ise yeni atilimlar
gozlemlenecek.

Local ingredients, Turkish recipe
18 Haziran 2011- Ibrahim Khan

In 2002, an economic collapse in Turkey led
to elections and the removal of an unpopu-
lar government supported by an irresponsible
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military. The Turkish people brought the con-
servative Justice and Development (AK) Party
into power. Despite several setbacks, chief
among them threatening declarations from
the military and the arrest and jailing of their
leader, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the AK Party
focused on transforming Turkey into a stable
and progressive regional powerhouse.

On June 12, in Turkey’s general elections, the
AK Party was elected to a third consecutive
term as the single party in government, af-
ter it received 49.91 per cent of the vote. The
party continues to remain popular and that
is primarily due to its ability to turn Turkey’s
fortunes around. Prior to 2002, for years the
country had double-digit inflation. You bo-
ught a cup of tea for two million liras. Now,
inflation is below that of the United Kingdom.
In 2010, the Turkish economy grew at 8.9 per
cent. This year, the growth figure is supposed
to top that.

Political and social advancement has follo-
wed economic progress. The civilian-military
tension exists to some extent, but the military
now maintains its constitutional role while
allowing the democratically elected govern-
ment to govern. The situation did not reach
this stage by blatant disregard and disrespect
of the military, but rather after recognition
of the uniquely influential roles of both the
military and civilian leadership. Politicking
motivated by self-interest is no longer an is-
sue. With a single party government, decisi-
on-making is far easier. Tourism is flourishing
— Turkey is showcasing itself to the world on
a daily basis.

Ahmet Davutoglu, Turkey’s foreign minister,
has also contributed to this turnaround. His-
torically, Turkey has had tense relations with
its neighbours while it has submitted to the
will of western powers. In the past decade,
that has changed. Turkey has now adopted a
much-heralded ‘zero problem policy’ under
which it intends to have good relations with
all of its neighbours. Ethnic conflict involving
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the Kurdish minority has been handled in a
thoughtful and mature manner. Actionab-
le intelligence coupled with political prog-
ress has severely reduced the risk of terror.
Turkey’s past submission to western powers
like the United States has now transformed
into a positive relationship that is based on
mutual understanding and benefit. Turkey
approaches the United States on equal foo-
ting, as an ally, not a proxy.

The Turkish turnaround is not magic, but the
result of skilled management. This progress
is not false or fiction, it is all real. And it is
possible to replicate. We now have a democ-
racy and with that the chance to elect a go-
vernment that can deliver. We have talented
technocrats who can help turn our economy
around. We have the natural beauty and hos-
pitable population that tourism is built on.
We need the political maturity and leadership
exhibited by Turkish President Abdullah Gul
and Prime Minister Erdogan. We need a zero
problem neighbourhood based on a foreign
policy that involves allied relationships. Ter-
ror needs to be controlled, intolerance rejec-
ted and internal conflict solved. None of this
is impossible. We must not lose hope, as wit-
hout it, we lose the impetus for change.

http://tribune.com.pk/story/190952/local-
ingredients-turkish-recipe/

Ozet:

Yazida AKP’nin secim bagsarisi, basta ekonomi
olmak iizere diger bir¢ok alanda hiikiimetin
icraatlerinin toplum tarafindan onaylanmasi
ile ilintilendiriliyor. Buna gore ekonomide enf-
lasyonun diisiiriilmesi ve biiyiimenin saglan-
mast ti¢ donemdir AKP hiikiimetinin hanesi-
ne kaydedilen bir basari olarak bahsediliyor.
Siyasi ve sosyal alanlarda, sivil-asker iligki-
lerinin anayasal standartlara uwydurulmasi
ve turizmdeki gelismeden soz ediliyor. Ayrica
AKRP hiikiimetinin dis politikadaki sifir sorun
yaklasimi ve Kiirt sorunundaki makul duru-
su diger bagsart unsurlart olarak ifade ediliyor.



12 HAZIRAN 2011 TURKIYE GENEL SECIMLERININ ORTADOGU ULKELERINDEKi YANSIMALARI

Yazar, Pakistan'in da benzer sorunlarda ben-
zer yaklasimlary benimseyebilmek icin AKP
gibi bagaril bir siyasi yonetime ihtiyaci oldu-
Su saptamasint yaparak yaziyi sonlandiriyor.

The Nation
Choice of the Turks
14 Haziran 2011

The third term victory of the Justice and De-
velopment Party (AKP), with a lead of 50.3
percent in the polls on Sunday, is the result
of its impressive performance consistently
maintained during its rule stretching back to
2002. These elections were at the same time
a litmus test of leadership qualities of Recep
Tayyip Erdogan who had diligently and most
conscientiously dispensed his duties as Pri-
me Minister. He came out with flying colours
despite the smear campaign carried out in the
West that tried to portray him as a fundamen-
talist and even threat to the secular character
of the country.

An evidence of how much the AKP is held
in esteem can be gauged from the fact that
immediately after the results were announ-
ced and the party declared as the winner, the
Turkish people across the country thronged
the streets. This jubilation makes it pretty
obvious that the masses are happy with the
governance and mainly economic reforms of
the government. Indeed the figures speak for
themselves. The economy grew at an impres-
sive 8.9 percent during the last year and not
only that but special measures had been taken
to keep inflation at bay which had particularly
benefited the middle and lower middle clas-
ses. Overall, it was an era of prosperity which
can also be noted from the fact the economic
managers of the AKP government were able
to prevent the international global crisis from
taking its toll on its banking sector. Also, it is
a matter of great pride for the entire Turkish

nation that the AKP had lived up to people’s
expectations in minimising military’s invol-
vement in politics and firmly consigning it
to the barracks. Indeed, it is to the credit of
Mr Erdogan that he put up such a good show
and ruled the country so effectively that ne-
ver there was any opportunity provided to the
military to dare consider stepping in and ta-
king over the reins of power.

http://nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-
newspaper-daily-english-online/Opinions/
Editorials/14-Jun-2011/Choice-of-the-Turks

Ozet:

Yazara gore AKP segimlerdeki basarisim
2002den bu yana bir¢ok alanda gosterdigi
performansa borgludur. Segcim sonuglart hal-
kin AKP’nin yonetiminden ve ekonomik re-
formlarindan memnun oldugunu gostermek-
tedir. Bu da aym zamanda Basbakan Erdogan
icin basarvyla gectigi bir liderlik testi olmustur.

DAWN
Erdogan's third win
14 Haziran 2011

THE denial of a two-thirds majority for the
ruling AKP should serve Turkey well, for this
would force Recep Tayyip Erdogan to accom-
modate the opposition's views if he wants to
amend the constitution. Even though he has
given his people more than a decade of go-
od governance and economic progress, the
results of Sunday's vote should make Mr Er-
dogan feel a wee bit hamstrung. As expected,
the AKP secured 50.3 per cent of the votes,
scoring a third consecutive victory. But the
party's 325-seat landslide is short of the five
more it needed in a house of 550 to get what
was called a “supermajority’ to amend the
basic law on its own. Mercifully, Mr Erdo-
gan has indicated that he would try to build
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consensus by talking to the media, NGOs and
opposition parties outside parliament, beca-
use his aim was to write “a civilian ... consti-
tution” — a clear indication that Mr Erdogan
wishes to remove whatever hurdles still exist
in the way of a basic law that has no role for
the army.

The AKP's win should surprise no one. Un-
der Mr Erdogan’s charismatic leadership, the
Turks have gained in many ways. The eco-
nomy continues to grow, the per capita GDP
has gone up and unemployment is down. At
the same time, his Islamist leanings have not
prevented him from pursuing Turkey's Euro-
pean orientation and making it a full mem-
ber of the European Union. That he will play a
more assertive role in foreign affairs became
obvious in his victory speech when he said Sa-
rajevo, Ramallah and Beirut had won as much
as Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir. Yet, the AKP
leader must take note of what for him are dis-
turbing developments. The secular Republi-
can People’s Party has improved its electoral
performance, gaining 23 more seats to take
its tally to 135, while the grumbling (Kurdish)
Peace and Democratic Party has won an imp-
ressive 35 seats. This means he must do more
for Turkey's backward south-east if he wants
to fight separatist tendencies by non-military
means, and he must convince the opposition
that a French-style presidential system is in
Turkey's interest.

http://www.dawn.com/2011/06/14/
erdogans-third-win.html

Ozet:

AKP ve Erdogan yiiksek bir secim performansi
sergilemelerine ragmen bundan sonraki do-
nemde, ozellikle de anayasa degisikligi icin uz-
lasmact bir tutum sergilemelidir. AKP segim
basarisimt oncelikle ekonominin biiyiimesine
ve issizligin azaltilmasina borgludur. Onii-
miizdeki donemde Tiirkiye'nin bolgede daha
aktif bir dis politika izlemesi beklenmektedir.
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Asia Times
Turkey recalibrating regional role

Haziran 2011- Barbara Slavin

As thousands of Syrian refugees pour over the
Turkish border, the just re-elected govern-
ment in Ankara is confronting the limits of its
“no problems” policy toward its neighbors.

Despite massive interaction with Syrian Pre-
sident Bashar al-Assad and deepening Tur-
kish involvement in the Syrian economy, Tur-
key is coming to terms with the prospect of a
long, bloody civil war in Syria and the possib-
le toppling of the Assad regime.

Increasingly, Turkey also finds itself on the
opposite side of Iran on regional questions
and competing for influence in Syria and Iraq.
Turkish efforts to mediate a resolution of the
international dispute with Iran over its nuc-
lear program appear to have come to a dead
end.

In the aftermath of the ruling Justice and De-
velopment (AKP) party’s re-election a week
ago, analysts predict that Turkey will recalib-
rate its regional role.

“Syria was the cornerstone of the ‘zero prob-
lems’ foreign policy,” said Omer Taspinar, di-
rector of the Turkey project at the Brookings
Institution.

Speaking last Wednesday at the Carnegie Fo-
undation, another Washington think-tank,
Taspinar suggested that the government of
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan wo-
uld focus on internal problems of constituti-
onal reform and resolving the aspirations of
Turkey’s Kurdish minority, work to normalize
relations with Armenia, and to define its par-
ticipation in a new North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO) missile defense scheme.
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Taspinar said Turkey may also focus on toning
down Sunni-Shi’ite conflict in countries such
as Iraq, where Erdogan recently became the
first foreign Sunni leader to meet with Ayatol-
lah Ali Sistani, the Shi’ite religious figure with
the widest following among this branch of Is-
lam. However, rising Sunni opposition to the
Syrian Alawite regime - and continued Saudi
refusal to embrace the Shi’ite government in
Iraq - could undermine Sunni Turkey’s anti-
sectarian mission.

Since coming to power in 2002, the AKP has
embraced an expansive “neo-Ottoman” fore-
ign policy. But Turkey, despite its deep know-
ledge of countries that were once part of the
Ottoman Empire, was caught flat-footed like
everyone else by the cascade of uprisings that
have shaken the Arab world over the past six
months.

It turns out that Turkey doesn’t have “that
special insight” into the region, said Steven
Cook, a Middle East expert at the Council on
Foreign Relations. Turkey’s interests were “as
wrapped up in the old order” as those of the
United States and other countries, he said.

Cook predicted that Turkey would lose its
luster as a champion of regional issues such as
the Arab-Israeli dispute. The latter role was e-
asier for Turkey to play “when the Arab world
was politically dead,” he said. Now Egypt,
which brokered a recent unity deal between
Palestinian factions, is reassuming a leading
diplomatic role.

Like the United States, Turkey’s performance
in regard to the Arab uprisings has been une-
ven at best.

Erdogan won plaudits from Arab democrats
for pivoting swiftly over Egypt and calling for
the downfall of Hosni Mubarak. But Turkey
hesitated too long over Libya - sparking vio-
lent protests in front of the Turkish consula-
te in Benghazi and criticism that Ankara was
putting its substantial economic interests in
Libya ahead of democratic principles.

Erdogan has been quicker to condemn Syri-
an human-rights abuses but is conducting a
“delicate high-ware balancing act’, according
to Taspinar, in regard to Syria - hosting the
first conference of Syrian opposition forces
on Turkish soil while continuing to urge As-
sad to reform.

Turkey’s position on Syria is similar to that of
the United States, said Kadir Ustun, research
director in Washington of the SETA Founda-
tion, a Turkish think-tank. Neither wants the
Assad regime to fall but both worry that the
regime is not capable of positive change.

A fragmentation of Syria’s complex ethnic
mosaic is a frightening prospect for Turkey
that could send thousands more refugees
across the border on top of more than 8,000
already there. Turkey also worries about a re-
vival of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK),
a militant group whose leader, Abdullah Oca-
lan, was expelled by Syria in 1998, paving the
way for Turkish-Syrian rapprochement.

Despite the fact that Turkey - whose annual
trade with Syria amounts to US$2.5 billion - is
Syria’s largest trading partner, Ankara’s leve-
rage in Damascus appears to be less than that
of Iran, which is staunchly backing Assad’s
crackdown on political dissent.

Turkey’s efforts to resolve the international
quarrel with Iran over its nuclear program
have also failed.

A “Tehran declaration” unveiled with much
fanfare a year ago after mediation by Turkey
and Brazil was rejected by the United States
and its partners because it would have left
Iran with more than enough enriched urani-
um to produce a weapon. A round of nuclear
talks in Istanbul in January ended without e-
ven an agreement to meet again. Iran appears
too wrapped up in its internal political divisi-
ons to engage constructively while the Barack
Obama administration is focusing on sancti-
ons and its own re-election.
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Ustun said Turkey was still committed to
trying to help resolve the nuclear dispute and
remains concerned about the potential for
military action against Iran as well as the im-
pact of economic sanctions. However, in the
aftermath of last year’s failed diplomacy, Tur-
kish diplomats are being more careful with
Iran, Ustun said, and coordinating more clo-
sely with the United States.

Turkey is evolving from a US “client state to
a partner’, Cook said, and has great potenti-
al to use its economic power as “an engine of
growth” for emerging Arab democracies. The
Arab spring, he added, is pushing Turkey in-
to a position that “the US is likely to be more
comfortable with, going forward”

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Middle_E-
ast/MF21Ak02.html

Ozet:

Secimlerin sonrasinda bélgesel gelismeler
Tiirkiye'yi bélgesel roliinii tekrar diisiiniip,
sorgulamasina ve yeniden sekillendirmesine
mecbur birakiyor. Sifir sorun politikasinin te-
mel diregi olan Suriye’nin de dahil oldugu halk
ayalanmalari, Ortadoguda pek ¢ok aktorii
oldugu gibi Tiirkiye’yi de hazirliksiz yakala-
di. Bu noktadan sonra Tiirkiye'nin Suriyedeki
durum, Iran niikleer krizi ve Ortadogudaki
Siinni-Sii rekabeti konularindaki roliinii bas-
tan belirlemesi gerekmektedir.

HINDISTAN

The Hindu

Turkey’s election & Arab Spring

15 Haziran 2011- Atul Aneja

By showing that piety can coexist, if not thri-

ve, with entrepreneurship, hard work and
liberal democracy, Turkey has illuminated a
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path that the depressed youth in West Asia
and beyond can pursue.

Turks in their millions headed for the polls on
June 12 to participate in a crucial parliamen-
tary election which is likely to have a strong
bearing on not only the country’s immediate
future but also on millions outside, who are in
the midst of an “Arab Spring” Capturing the
spirit of a series of bold pro-democracy upri-
sings in West Asia and North Africa, the Arab
Spring promises to liberate vast multitudes in
the region — from a stifling era of authorita-
rian rule.

Turkey is important to the rest of the world
because it has been undergoing a profound
transformation — many say a Renaissance —
since Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
A K. Party (AKP) or the Justice and Develop-
ment Party was elected to office in 2003. Over
the last 11 years, Turkey has shown that it is
possible to stitch together a winning combi-
nation of democracy, Islam and capitalism.
Millions have been lifted out of poverty, and a
new class of businessmen and entrepreneurs
has emerged in Anatolia — the once “back-
ward” Asiatic part of eastern Turkey. The eco-
nomic miracle that Turkey has become is an
eye-opener to those who have been routinely
churning out stereotyped economic models
for developing societies.

But Turkey’s success goes beyond demonstra-
ting how traditional societies can engage suc-
cessfully in cutting-edge business in the age
of globalisation. Its real success may lie in its
ability to define a sustainable model that pro-
motes international security by mainly relying
on soft power. By showing millions of Mus-
lims and non-Muslims alike that piety can
coexist, if not thrive, with entrepreneurship,
hard work and liberal democracy, Turkey has
illuminated a path that the depressed youth
in West Asia and beyond can now pursue. It
has shown them alternative trails, other than
the hopelessly self-destructive route charted
by extremist groups such as al-Qaeda.
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Turkey’s unique blend of democracy and Is-
lam minus the hard edge of fundamentalism
was echoed sharply during the Egyptian upri-
sing which, a few months ago, brought down
President Hosni Mubarak. The example of
the “Turkish model” resonated strongly du-
ring the demonstrations at the Tahrir Squa-
re, especially among youth belonging to the
Muslim Brotherhood, a radical but loosely
structured Muslim transnational organisa-
tion which has been undergoing a gradual
transformation in recent years. The Turkish
experience of recent years has also struck a
chord with Yemen, especially within the Isla-
mist Islah party, which has a major Muslim
Brotherhood component. In future, Turkey
may well have to play a leading role in neigh-
bouring Syria, should a transition commence
from the Allawite regime of President Bashar
Al Assad to a new dispensation, probably aga-
in with a strong Muslim Brotherhood core.

Turkey’s spats with Israel over the treatment
of Palestinians have been a major factor in
transforming its image in the Muslim world.
Taking advantage of the political space for
manoeuvre in the region, Turkey has follo-
wed it up with concerted efforts to shore up
commercial and political ties with neighbo-
urs, especially Syria and Iran, known for the-
ir anti-Israeli positions. The breach of its ties
with Israel allowed Turkey to reposition itself
advantageously in West Asia, permitting it
to tap new political and economic options in
the region. Simultaneously, it provided Tur-
key the opportunity to loosen its traditional
fixation with Europe — visible in Ankara’s un-
quenched thirst for decades — of becoming a
member of the coveted European Union.

Turkey has emerged as an influential player,
partly on account of the surge in resources
under its command. For its growing financi-
al clout, Turkey’s leaders owe a great deal of
debt to the new class of businessmen that has
emerged in Anatolia. Once in industrial back-
waters, the city of Kayseri, around 880 km east
of Istanbul in Anatolia, has become a major

hub of manufacturing textiles and furniture.
Taking advantage of cheap credit and an ex-
port-oriented trade policy encouraged in the
1980s by Prime Minister Turgut Ozal, busi-
nessmen in Kayseri are now raking in billions
of dollars through manufacturing and trade.
By 2007, furniture exports were yielding cash
flows beyond $1 billion. Nearly every major
brand of jeans in the world uses denim pro-
duced in Turkey, with large volumes flowing
out of Anatolia.

Apart from the pro-business ambience that
the government initially created, it is the
mental make-up of the Anatolian entreprene-
ur, which seamlessly combines religious con-
servatism with a fierce commitment to globa-
lisation and market principles that has been
at the heart of the region’s success. The mos-
que has been not only a place of worship but
an arena for socialisation. The Nurcu circles,
formed by the followers of Turkish thinker
Said Nursi, have become avenues for networ-
king and striking deals. In the words of Vali
Nasr, author of Forces of Fortune: The rise of
the new Muslim middle class and what it will
mean for us, Anatolian businessmen “combi-
ne religion, hard work and economic innova-
tion in much the same way as did Calvinist
Burghers of northern Europe in the sixteenth
century when capitalism was just starting o-
ut” Mr. Nasr points out that many in Kayseri
readily identify with “how Calvinists worked
hard, prayed hard, saved money and then in-
vested it in their businesses — and were com-
fortable being both rich and pious”

The wealth generated by Turkey’s new bu-
siness class has galvanised an ideology and
movement that has begun to touch the lives
of millions across the world. The Gulen mo-
vement is rooted in the ideas of Fethullah
Gulen. Mr. Gulen, who began his career in
1953 as an Islamic teacher, had to flee to the
United States, following the surfacing in 1999
of a video, in which he seemed to have been
espousing a gradual Islamic takeover of Tur-
key, by asking his followers to quietly infiltra-
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te all organs of the state until their presence
acquired a critical mass. He was later cleared
of all charges but only after he had begun re-
siding in a Pennsylvania country estate, from
where his messages of moderation, inter-faith
dialogue and primacy of education as a tool
of liberty and economic well-being have been
radiating across the globe.

In an article written for the Singapore-based
S. Rajaratnam School of International Studi-
es, Mohamed Nawab Osman points out that
in Mr. Gulen’s view “it is unIslamic for Mus-
lims to advocate the formation of an Islamic
state,” a position that pitches the Gulen mo-
vement far away from the views of jihadists
calling for the establishment of a caliphate,
based on Islamic law, as a core element of
their end-game. Mr. Osman adds: “He [Mr.
Gulen] believes that Muslims must support
and be active participants of democracy and a
free-market economy, so as to align themsel-
ves with the mainstream global processes. In
accordance with his opposition to an Islamic
state, he also does not favour the state app-
lying Islamic law” With its strong focus on e-
ducation, the Gulen movement promotes es-
tablishment the world over of quality schools
which, despite the personal views of teachers,
are secular in orientation, and usually follow
the national curriculum of the host country.

The Gulen movement’s link to Anatolian
businessmen has been well established. The
BBC quoted Serdarj Yesilyurt from Turkey’s
Federation of Businessmen and Industrialists,
as saying that 95 per cent of his members sup-
port Mr. Gulen. The movement is not short of
funds as its followers in the business commu-
nity contribute 5-20 per cent for its cause, a
recent study reveals. These contributions feed
into the concept of Zakat — one of the five
pillars of Islam which espouses contribution
of surplus wealth for charity.

Backed by what has been described by some
as the emerging “Islamic bourgeoisie” and
followers of social movements such as Gulen,
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the victory of Mr. Erdogan’s AKP in Sunday’s
poll was a foregone conclusion. Unsurpri-
singly, the party secured 50 per cent of the vo-
te — the highest recorded since it began con-
testing elections in 2002. In terms of seats, the
AKP got 326 in the 550-member Parliament.
However, this still fell short of the 367-mark
that it had wished to scale. Had it managed
a “super-majority, the AKP would have been
in a position to re-write unopposed the exis-
ting Constitution, which was drafted under
the influence of the military that toppled a
civilian government in 1980. Nevertheless,
Mr. Erdogan has not given up on his ambition
of embracing a new Constitution, based on a
national consensus. Buoyed by an impressi-
ve electoral performance, Turkey’s culturally
sensitive leaders are also well positioned to
shape, as it meanders into the heat of summer,
the Arab Spring, which is now looking for so-
lid but nuanced political direction, preferably
from an established regional powerhouse.

http://www.hindu.com/2011/06/15/stori-
€s/2011061554691200.htm

Ozet:

Tiirkiye 2003den bu yana koklii bir degisim
yasvyor. Bu degisimin en ¢arpici noktast, AKP
iktidarimn demokrasi, Islam ve kapitalizmi
bir araya getirmesi oldu. Bu sayede Tiirkiye
Bati Asya’ya ornek olacak bir konuma geldi.
Islami burjuvazi ve basta Giilen hareketi ol-
mak iizere sosyal hareketlerce desteklenene
AKP’nin se¢im bagsarisi siirpriz bir gelisme de-

gildir.

AKP win sends shiver down Tel Aviv’s
spine

14 Haziran 2011-SAURABH KUMAR
SHAHI

The immediate fallout of the Turkish electi-
ons can be observed more in Washington DC
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and Tel Aviv than in Ankara itself. It is a com-
mon knowledge now that DC and Tel Aviv
had put their heart and money at the loss of
AKP whose foreign policy initiatives have not
gone down well with the two capitals. More
than DC, where pundits had predicted a com-
fortable come back of AKP, it was in Tel Aviv
that political elites so wanted AKP to lose. Fo-
reign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu’s approach
to foreign policy is different from whatever
Turkey practised in last 8-9 decades and thus,
this change in status quo has led to severe he-
artburn in some quarters.

After the WW I, Turkey under Ataturk took
a holistic view of things and started looking
inwards. Putting days of Caliphate behind,
Turkey took a rather bizarre Foreign policy
outlook. “Ne Shamin Shekeri, ne Arapin Yu-
zu” was the famous Turkish adage of the era.
“Neither the sweets from Damascus, nor the
face of Arabs” And Turks followed this ada-
ge by letter and spirit. The foreign policy was
devised as such that every possible neighbo-
uring country was treated as an enemy. The
advance of the USSR did further strengthen
this notion. Turkey became a frontline state
fighting “the advance of Communism” and
hence came closer to the West. Israel, which
wanted to legitimize its occupation of Pales-
tine by painting it a political issue and not
religious grabbed Turkey’s hand to show that
world that it had Muslim support too.

But it all changed when this soft spoken aca-
demician came into the helm of affairs. He
devised a policy that was essentially his thesis
in college, the policy of “Zero problem with
neighbours” Turkey rapidly improved its rela-
tionship with the neighbouring countries and
started to exert itself at regional forums. It tri-
ed to broker a deal between Israel and Syria. It
also tried to bring about Hamas. But as things
work in Israel, it attacked Gaza without even
informing Turkey. Naturally the Prime Minis-
ter, Erdogan, who was himself dealing with
the talks, felt cheated and embarrassed in
front of its local audience. This gave a massi-

ve dent to the relationship. Obviously, Israeli
attack of unarmed Turkish activists onboard
Mavi Marmara in the International Water da-
maged the relationship greatly.

The return of AKP means the continuation of
the same foreign policy. Turkey, however, has
no such issues with Americans. But America’s
inability to shed Israeli baggage and its sheer
failure to detach its foreign policy with that of
Israel has put it in yet another bog. “We ha-
ve no issues whatsoever with the Americans.
But they need to understand that they can-
not keep propping Israel all the time. If they
want the relation to deteriorate because their
friendship with Israelis, no one can help. As
for Turkey, it wants good relationship with
west and demands respect,” elaborates Ab-
dulhamit Bilici, an analyst and head of Cihan
News Agency, Turkey’s largest private News
Agency.

On the other hand, Turkey will keep on pres-
sing world community to opt for negotiation
on Iranian Nuclear impasse and will try its
best to dissuade the talks of any military or
punitive action.

AKP has won with an improved vote tally.
And polls suggest that close to 67 per cent of
Turks have given thumbs up to its foreign po-
licy initiative, more than its overall approval
ratings. Naturally, Davutoglu must have taken
note of this, and so have the Americans and
the Israelis.

http://thesundayindian.com/en/story/
akp-win-sends-shiver-down-tel-avivs-
spine/16358/

Ozet:

Washington ve Tel Aviv secimlerde AKP’nin
basarisiz olmasint tercih ediyordu. Bunun te-
me sebebi Davutoglu'nun dis politika yaklagi-
mudwr. Onceki dénemde Tiirkiye, Ortadogu’ya
sirtini gevirerek hatali bir dis politika izlemis-
tir. Simdi ise Davutoglu ile birlikte bir degisim
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baslamis ve Tiirkiye Ortadoguda daha aktif
bir rol oynamaya yonelmistir. AKP’nin segim
zaferi bu duis politika yaklasiminin devami an-
lamina gelmektedir.

The Hindu
The Erdogan Effect
Haziran 2011

It was fully expected that Turkey’s voters
would return Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s Justice and Development Party
(AKP) for a third consecutive term. This
success owes to the AKP’s achievements in
its nearly decade-long rule. With Mr. Erdo-
gan at the helm, the country has undergone
a successful economic transformation. At 9
per cent, it boasts the world’s second highest
growth after China. The 74 million-strong na-
tion has a new confidence, an outcome of its
political and economic stability. Turkey’s fo-
reign policy now has a mind of its own, giving
it a higher profile on the international stage;
while the Erdogan government remains com-
mitted to integration with Europe, the long
wait for admission into the European Union
has led Turkey into creating a place for itself
in the West Asian region through vigorous
engagement with its immediate neighbours.
The result of the June 12 parliamentary electi-
on indicates national appreciation for many of
AKP’s policies. But not all of them. While the
AKP took nearly 50 per cent of the vote, the
result falls far short of the two-thirds it was
seeking in order to be empowered to make u-
nilateral amendments to the Constitution. In-
deed, the party has won 15 fewer seats in the
550-seat Parliament than in 2007, this time’s
tally of 326 falling four short of the number
required for putting proposed constitutional
changes to a vote in a national referendum.
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Prime Minister Erdogan must now seek poli-
tical consensus for the reforms he has in mind.
Considering the implications, this is just as
well. From the time it first came to power in
2002, the conservative AKP, with a vision ro-
oted in political Islam, made clear it did not
embrace the strict secularism bequeathed by
Turkey’s founder Attaturk Mustapha Kemal.
Much of the debate since then has revolved
around the headscarf; in the last few years,
the cloth, once strictly barred from the public
sphere, has made a comeback. Last year, bac-
ked by a referendum, the government succee-
ded in changing the Constitution to make the
military — a stern guardian of the Kemalist
vision — more accountable to the govern-
ment. Marginalising the military was a move
that won wide backing and praise. But Turkey
remains deeply divided on the role of religi-
on in nation-building, as it is about switching
to a French-style executive Presidency, which
could perpetuate Mr. Erdogan’s rule after his
last term as Prime Minister. His enthusiasm
for constitutional change is bound to be tem-
pered by the results. Rather, with as many as
35 pro-Kurdish representatives in the new
parliament, the Erdogan government will ne-
ed to pay more attention to the longstanding
demands of the Kurdish ethnic group.

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/
article2104557.ece

Ozet:

Tiirkiyede secim sonuglart hicbir sekilde bir
stirpriz olmadi. 10 yullik AKP iktidarinin si-
yasi ve ekonomik istikrart saglamasi, segim
basarisinda en onemli unsurdur. Bu nokta-
dan sonra Basbakan Erdogan siyasi uzlasma
pesinde kosmalidwr. Yeni hiikiimetin ontindeki
en onemli sorunlar Kiirt sorunu ve Anayasa
konularidwr.
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ISRAIL-FILISTIN

Haaretz

If Erdogan wants to be a leader
Haziran 2011- Louis Fishman

For now, Turkey’s priority should be to pre-
vent the region from falling into another war,
which only can be done by rekindling its ties
with Israel.

For the third time, Turkey’s Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has walked away from
the polls with a stunning victory, with his
party sweeping up almost 50 percent of the
total vote in the country’s legislative electi-
ons. In his victory speech on Sunday night,
Erdogan declared that his win constituted a
victory not only for the Turkish people, but
was also one to be celebrated in “Izmir as in
Beirut, in Ankara as in Damascus, in Diyar-
bakir as in Ramallah, Nablus, Jenin, the West
Bank, Jerusalem and Gaza’”

Nonetheless, Erdogan’s new term in office will
begin with his Middle East policy in disarray,
with the brewing crisis across the border in
Syria, the threat of instability spreading to Le-
banon, and sinking credibility among the Pa-
lestinians, whom he used often as a rhetorical
tool during the election campaign but who-
se long-term prosperity he had done almost
nothing tangible to advance during his eight
years in office.

During the last two years, Erdogan whole-
heartedly adopted the policy of his foreign
minister, Ahmet Davutoglu, which calls for
working to secure strong relations with all of
the states bordering Turkey. Few could argue
against the wisdom of this policy. Indeed, the
Turkish economy owes much of its success to
its massive investments in northern Iraq, its
strong economic ties with Iran and the more
recent investments in Syria. With the situati-
on in Syria spiraling out of control, however,

Erdogan is now faced with a dilemma, caused
by his having misinterpreted the two states’
relationship: Where President Bashar Assad
saw his newfound relationship with Turkey as
one between equals, Erdogan perceived Tur-
key as serving as some of sort of surrogate big
brother to the weak Syrian state; in essence,
Syria was to serve as a regional satellite state
of Turkey, while the latter would reap the be-
nefits of the underdeveloped Syrian market.

It seems clear that Bashar Assad’s days are
numbered, and there is no doubt that Turkey
will enter a period of “damage control” to se-
cure its investments in Syria and to try to fos-
ter a stable transfer of power there. Nevert-
heless, Turkey will have a hard time coping
with the regional implications of continued
civil strife in Syria, and its possible spillover
into Lebanon - not to mention the destabili-
zing effect it could have on Turkey’s Kurdish
southeast.

If Erdogan is sincere about his victory also be-
ing one for the “West Bank and Gaza,” then
he and Davutoglu will need to take two steps
back and rethink their role vis-a-vis Israel and
the Palestinians, and perhaps address the in-
ternal contradiction between their respective
visions.

Whereas Erdogan often meddles in internal
politics, Davutoglu opts for the hands-off
approach, understanding that as long as Tur-
key remains an economic powerhouse with a
dynamic society, the states of the region will
naturally drift toward it. In other words, it
seems that Davutoglu understands that the
Turks’ real legacy in the region will be to act
as a neutral moderator between the various
Arab parties, and to work toward a lasting pe-
ace between Israelis and Palestinians. That’s a
much different stance than that of Erdogan,
who during the elections did not miss a chan-
ce to use Israel as a punching bag - something
which, even if it scores points with the Tur-
kish electorate, does not necessarily play as
well with Palestinians, who know from past
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experience with Arab regimes that empty
rhetoric does not translate to a better future.

Furthermore, the fact that it was the post-
Mubarak Egyptian government, and not
Turkey, that was able to negotiate a rapp-
rochement between the Palestine Liberation
Organization and Hamas shows how much
Erdogan’s grandstanding in support of Hamas
has isolated Turkey from Ramallah’s halls of
power.

If Recep Tayyip Erdogan looks back to his
first years in office, beginning in 2003, he will
see that Arabs admired Turkey for its ability
to retain a strong relationship with both sides
of the conflict. Arab societies and states have
lived in a polarized system for decades now.
They simply do not need a new polarizing for-
ce in the region, something that Turkey - thro-
ugh Erdogan’s assertive politics - has become.
While Ankara believed that its new regional
role would translate into political leverage,
Damascus has displayed in the harshest way
that it does not. And although Israel certainly
deserves its share of the blame for the rapid
deterioration in relations between Jerusalem
and Ankara, there is no question that, witho-
ut Israel, Turkey will not be able to make any
real progress on the Palestinian front, let alo-
ne on larger regional questions.

For now, Turkey’s priority should be to pre-
vent the region from falling into another war,
which only can be done by rekindling its ties
with Israel, even as it continues to strengthen
its links with the Palestinians and other regi-
onal states. If this happens, plenty of leaders
will be knocking on Erdogan’s door, and he
will be able not only to prove himself to be
one of the great masters of Turkish politics,
but also the leader who helped bring stability
and prosperity to the region as a whole.

Louis Fishman is an assistant professor of his-
tory at Brooklyn College, City University of
New York, and divides his time between New
York, Istanbul and Tel Aviv. He blogs about
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Turkish, Israeli and Middle Eastern politics
at: http://louisfishman.blogspot.com/

http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/
opinion/if-erdogan-wants-to-be-a-
leader-1.368169

Ozet:

Recep Tayyip Erdogan secimlerden sonraki ko-
nusmasinda AKP’nin zaferinin ayni zamanda
Ortadogu halklarinn zaferi oldugunu iddia
etti. AKP’nin dis politika yaklasimint ifade
eden bu ¢ikis oniimiizdeki donemde dis poli-
tikadaki aktif tutumun siirecegini gostermek-
tedir. Ancak bazi sikintilar vardir. Suriyedeki
istikrarsizlik ve muhtemel rejim degisikligi,
Liibnandaki siyasi tikanma ve Filistin mesele-
si bir sonraki donemde Tiirk dis politikasinda
ciddi konular olacaktir.

The Palestine Telegraph (Filistin)

Turkey election: Victorious Erdogan
pledges ‘consensus’

13 Haziran 2011 - Sally Kelly

Turkey’s Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan has promised to build consensus with op-
position parties, after securing a third term in
office.

Mr Erdogan’s Justice and Development Party
(AKP) won about 50% of the vote in Sunday’s
poll.

That translates to about 325 seats - a majority,
but not enough to make unilateral constituti-
onal changes.

Mr Erdogan had widely been expected to win
despite being accused by some of an authori-

tarian style of leadership.

With almost all of the ballots counted, local
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media said that the AKP had secured about
325 of the 550 seats in parliament.

That is short of the “super majority” of 367
that would have enabled the party to push
through constitutional changes on its own; or
the 330 the party would have needed to put
its own proposals directly to a public referen-
dum.

Many Turks accept the need to modernise
the constitution, which was written three de-
cades ago following a military coup, says the
BBC'’s Jonathan Head in Istanbul.

But there was concern that with a super-ma-
jority, the prime minister might reject con-
sensus and write a constitution that helped
cement his party’s grip on power. Analysts say
he may be planning to put more powers in the
hands of the presidency - and eyeing up the
post for himself.

Strong growth

Accepting his victory in Ankara, Mr Erdogan
said his party would be “humble”.

“The people gave us a message to build the
new constitution through consensus and ne-
gotiation,” said the prime minister.

“We will be seeking consensus with the main
opposition, the opposition, parties outside of
parliament, the media, NGOs, with acade-
mics, with anyone who has something to say”

Mr Erdogan said the AKP and others would
write a “civilian, free constitution which emb-
races all parties of the society together”.

In his victory speech, Mr Erdogan also allu-
ded to Turkey’s aspiration to be a voice in the
West for the Middle Eastern region and Mus-
lims, saying Bosnians, Lebanese, Syrians and
Palestinians also benefited from his victory.

“Believe me, Sarajevo won today as much as
Istanbul, Beirut won as much as Izmir, Da-
mascus won as much as Ankara, Ramallah,
Nablus, Jenin, the West Bank, Jerusalem won
as much as Diyarbakir”

More than 50 million people, about two-
thirds of Turkey’s population of 73 million,
were eligible to vote in Sunday’s election.
NTYV television said turnout was 84.5%.

The newspaper Today’s Zaman said there wo-
uld be a record 78 female MPs - up from 50 in
the last parliament.

AKP supporters were celebrating on the stre-
ets of the capital on Sunday night.

“I am truly happy. I hope the outcome will be
in favour of our country and nation. I cannot
find words to express my happiness,” said one
man.

Our correspondent says Turkey now faces
another four years with Mr Erdogan the do-
minant figure, and his AKP pretty much able
to do what it likes in parliament.

The secular Republican People’s Party (CHP)
won about 26% of the vote with 135 seats - 23
more than last time, and the far-right Natio-
nalist Movement Party (MHP) with 13% had
54 seats, down 17.

Kurdish success

Independent candidates fielded by the pro-
Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party (BDP)
also did well in the south-east, winning 5.8%
of the vote and 35 seats.

“This is a huge success for us,” prospective
Kurdish MP Serafettin Elci told Reuters.

“We expect the PM to signal a strong hope
for the solution of the Kurdish problem for
Turkey’s future”
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Our correspondent says this will increase
pressure on the government to address its
long standing demands for greater autonomy
and official recognition of Kurdish identity.

The AKP, which has Islamist roots, has presi-
ded over strong economic growth and a more
assertive foreign policy since taking power in
2003.

It has also seen unemployment fall - down to
11.5% in March from 14.4% in the same peri-
od last year. The country is a member of Nato
as well as a candidate for membership of the
European Union.

http://www.paltelegraph.com/world/wo-
rld-news/9413-turkey-election-victorious-
erdogan-pledges-consensus.html

Ozet:

Haberde oncelikle secimden biiyiik cogunlukla
galip ¢itkan AKP’nin yeni anayasa igin yeter-
li milletvekili ¢ikaramamasindan bahsedili-
yor. Erdogan’in zafer konusmasuyla ilgili ola-
rak uzlasi mesajlarina deginilirken, ozellikle
‘Tiirkiye'nin Batida Ortadogu’nun sesi olacag
ve bu zaferin Liibnanl, Suriyeli ve Filistinlile-
rin de zaferi oldugu’ seklindeki ifadelere vurgu
yapuryor. Segim sonucuyla ilgili olarak gazete
muhabirinin yorumu ise, baskin bir figiir olan
Erdogan ve partisinin parlamentoda neredey-
se her istedigini yapabilecek bir konumda ol-
dugu seklinde. Bagimsiz milletvekillerinin se-
cilmesi ise ‘Kiirt basarist’ baslig altinda belir-
tilmis. Bu konudaki yorum ise bu durumun,
uzun stiredir dile getirilen Kiirt kimliginin res-
mi taminmast ve ozerklik talepleri konusunda
hiikiimet tizerindeki baskilar: artiracagi sek-
linde. Ayrica 2003 yilindan bu yana iktidar
olan AKP hiikiimetinin iilkeyi gii¢lii ekonomik
biiyiime ve iddiali bir dig politika ile yonettigi
de yorumlar arasinda.
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Palestine News Network (Filistin)

Turkey Elects Prime Minister; Israel
Ready to Work on Ties and Alliances

13 Haziran 2011

Ankara-PNN-Victoria Delacroix- Turkey has
elected the Justice and Development Party for
the third time in a row. The Prime Minister,
Recep Tayyip Erodgan has won his third term
in the parliamentary elections the state-run
T.V. reported, according to the Associated
Press.

However, the election results also showed that
while the Prime Minister’s party did manage
to capture all most 50% of the vote, the fell
short of capturing the 2/3 majority in parlia-
ment, which means that if they seek to change
anything in the constitution they would have
to seek political support from other political
groups in Parliament.

As far as the fractured relationship goes with
Israel, Israeli politicians have said that they
are willing to seek a relationship and work on
ties with Turkey and reinstate a relationship
similiar to the one before the touchy issue of
the flotilla that was sent from Turkey to the
Gaza strip over a year ago.

In Ankara, where the Justice and Develop-
ment Party’s headquarters are, the Prime Mi-
nister in his victory speech had promised to
try and seek agreement between the different
political rivals in order to produce a new cons-
titution for the country, which would include
“basic right and freedoms” as he earlier pro-
mised this according to the Associated Press.

The Prime Minister said, “The people gave
us a message to build the new constitution
through consensus and negotiation. We will
discuss the new constitution with opposition
parties”



12 HAZIRAN 2011 TURKIYE GENEL SECIMLERININ ORTADOGU ULKELERINDEKi YANSIMALARI

Israel’s Prime Minister has yet to speak out on
the issue of Turkey’s elections.

http://english.pnn.ps/index.
php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1
0215&Itemid=29

Ozet:

Haberde %50 ye varan oy oranumn AKP’ye
yeni anayasa yapmak igin yeterli olmadig ve

meclis icinde farkli siyasi gruplardan destek
almak zorunda oldugu belirtiliyor. Bir yan-
dan Israil ile kirilgan iliskiler devam ederken,
Israilli siyasiler Tiirkiye ile iliskilerin Gazze'ye
gonderilen yardim gemisi sonrast yasanan
krizden énceki haliyle benzer sekilde yeniden
kurulmasu isteklerini belirtiyorlar. Ayrica o-
zellikle anayasa konusundaki uzlasmact me-
sajlarin bir onceki secim sonrasinda da veril-
digi belirtiliyor.
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ORSAM AKADEMIK KADROSU

ORSAM Baskani

ORSAM Basdanismani

ORSAM Danismani, Ortadogu

ORSAM Danismani, Ortadogu Ekonomileri -
ORSAM Danismani, Ortadogu - ODTU
ORSAM Danismani, Ortadogu - Abant izzet Baysal Uni.
ORSAM Danigmani, Ortadogu - Namik Kemal Uni.
ORSAM Danismani, Ortadogu - Gazi Uni.

ORSAM Danismani, Ortadogu - Ahi Evran Uni.
ORSAM Danismani, Ortadogu - ODTU

ORSAM Danismani, Ortadogu - Galatasaray Uni.
ORSAM Danismani, Avrasya

ORSAM Danismani, Deniz Emniyeti ve Glvenligi
ORSAM Danismani, Avrasya

ORSAM Yonetici Editoéru

ORSAM Uzmani, Ortadogu

ORSAM Uzmani, Ortadogu

ORSAM Uzman Yardimcisi, Ortadogu

ORSAM Uzman Yardimcisi, Ortadogu

ORSAM Uzman Yardimcisi, Ortadogu

Hasan Kanbolat

E. Timg. Armagan Kuloglu
Habib HirmzIl

Dog. Dr. Harun Oztiirkler
Dog. Dr. Ozlem Tur

Dog. Dr. Veysel Ayhan

Yrd. Dog. Dr. Esra Pakin Albayrakoglu
Yrd. Dog. Dr. Mehmet Sahin
Yrd. Dog. Dr. Serhat Erkmen
Dr. Bayram Sinkaya

Dr. Didem Danis

Dr. llyas Kamalov

Dr. Jale Nur Ece

Dr. Sureyya Yigit

Ogtin Duru

Bilgay Duman

Oytun Orhan

Sercan Dogan

Nebahat Tanriverdi

Selen Tonkus Kareem

Afyon Kocatepe Uni.

Ugur Cil ORSAM Uzman Yardimcisi, Ortadogu
Nazl Ayhan ORSAM Uzman Yardimcisi, Ortadogu & Projeler
Leyla Melike Kocglindiiz ORSAM Uzman Yardimcisi, Ortadogu & Projeler
Goknil Erbas ORSAM Uzman Yardimcisi, Karadeniz

ORSAM Su Arastirmalari Programi

ORSAM Danismani, Hidropolitik, ORSAM Su Arastirmalari Programi - Aksaray Uni.
ORSAM Danismani, Hidropolitik, ORSAM Su Arastirmalari Programi - Aksaray Uni.
ORSAM Uzman Yardimcisi, ORSAM Su Arastirmalar Programi
ORSAM Uzman Yardimcisi, ORSAM Su Arastirmalar Programi

Dr. Tugba Evrim Maden
Dr. Seyfi Kilig

Kamil Erdem Gler
Caglayan Arslan
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ORSAM DANISMA KURULU

Dr. ismet Abdulmecid

Prof. Dr. Muhamad Al Hamdani
Prof. Dr. Hayati Aktas

Prof. Dr. Dorayd A. Noori

Yrd. Dog. Dr. Esra Pakin Albayrakoglu

Hasan Alsancak

Prof. Dr. Meliha Benli Altunisik
Prof. Dr. Ahat Andican

Prof. Dr. Tayyar Ari

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Aydin
Prof. Dr. Ali Arslan

Dog. Dr. Ersel Aydinh

Basar Ay

Dog. Dr. Veysel Ayhan

Prof. Dr. Hiseyin Bagci

Itir Bagdadi

Yrd. Dog. Dr. Ersan Basar
Prof. Dr. Idris Bal

Kemal Beyatl

Barbaros Binicioglu

Prof. Dr. Ali Birinci

Dog. Dr. Mustafa Budak

E. Hava Orgeneral Ergin Celasin
Dog. Dr. Mitat Celikpala
Prof. Dr. Gokhan Cetinsaya
Dr. Didem Danis

Dr. Jale Nur Ece

Prof. Dr. Volkan Ediger

Prof. Dr. Cezmi Eraslan
Prof. Dr. Gagri Erhan

Yrd. Dog. Dr. Serhat Erkmen
Dr. Amer Hasan Fayyadh
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Irak Danistay! Eski Baskani

Irak’in Ankara Buyukelgiligi Kiltir Mistesar

KTU Uluslararasi lliskiler Boliim Baskani

Irak’in Ankara BuyuUkelgiligi Kaltir Mistesar Yardimcisi
ORSAM Ortadogu Danismani, Namik Kemal Universitesi
BP & BTC Turkiye, Enerji Glivenligi Direktori

ODTU Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisti Miiduirii

Devlet Eski Bakani, Istanbul Universitesi

Uludag Universitesi U.I.B. Baskani

Kadir Has Universitesi Rektorii

istanbul Universitesi

Bilkent Universitesi Fulbright Genel Sekreteri

Turkiye Tekstil Sanayii isveren Sendikasi Genel Sekreteri
ORSAM Ortadogu Danismani, Abant izzet Baysal Universitesi
ODTU U.i.B. Baskani

Izmir Ekonomi Universitesi

KTU Deniz Ulastirma ve isletme Miihendisligi Béliim Baskani
Polis Akademisi ve Turgut Ozal Universitesi

Irak Tirkmen Basin Konseyi Baskani

Ortadogu Danismani

Tark Tarih Kurumu Baskani

Basbakanlik Devlet Arsivleri Gen. Md. Yrd.

23. Hava Kuvvetleri Komutani

Kadir Has Universitesi U.i.B. Baskan

istanbul Sehir Universitesi Rektorii

ORSAM Ortadogu Danismani, Galatasaray Universitesi
ORSAM Danigsmani, Deniz Emniyeti ve Guvenligi

izmir Ekonomi Universitesi

Basbakanlik Atatlirk Arastirma Merkezi Baskani

Ankara Universitesi, ATAUM Mudur .

ORSAM OrtadDanismani, Ahi Evren Univ. U.i.B. Baskani
Bagdat Univ. Siyaset Bilimi Fakiiltesi Dekani



Osman Goksel

Timur Goksel

Numan Hazar

Habib Hurmdzli

Dog. Dr. Pinar Ipek

Dr. llyas Kamalov

Dog¢. Dr. Hasan Ali Karasar
Selguk Karagay

Dog. Dr. Z. Niltfer Karacasulu
Arslan Kaya

Dog. Dr. Senol Kantarci

Dr. Hicran Kazanci

Izzettin Kerkukll

Dog. Dr. Mustafa Kibaroglu

E. Tumgeneral Armagan Kuloglu

Prof. Dr. Erol Kurubas

Prof. Dr. Mosa Aziz Al-Mosawa

Prof. Dr. Aleksandr Knyazev
Prof. Dr. Mahir Nakip

Dog. Dr. Tarik Oguzlu
Murat Ozcelik

Dog. Dr. Harun Oztiirkler
Prof. Dr. Cinar Ozen

Dr. Bahadir Pehlivanturk
Prof. Dr. Suphi Saatgi
Ersan Sarikaya

Prof. Dr. Viktor Panin

Yrd. Dog. Dr. Mehmet Sahin
Dog. Dr. Ibrahim Sirkeci
Bayram Sinkaya

Mehmet Sukiroglu

Dr. Irina Svistunova

Dr. Aleksandr Sotnichenko
Dog. Dr. Oktay Tanrisever
Prof. Dr. Erol Taymaz

Prof. Dr. Sabri Tekir

Dr. Gonul Tol

Dog. Dr. Ozlem Tiir

M. Ragip Vural

Prof. Dr. Tirel Yilmaz Sahin
Prof. Dr. Vatanyar Yagya
Dr. Sireyya Yigit

BTC ve NABUCCO Koordinatori

Beyrut Amerikan Universitesi Ogretim Uyesi
Emekli Bluyukelci

ORSAM Ortadogu Danismani

Bilkent Universitesi

ORSAM Avrasya Danismani

Bilkent Universitesi

Vodafone Genel Middr Yardimcisi

Dokuz Eylil Universitesi U.I.B.

KPMG, Yeminli Mali Misavir

Kirikkale Universitesi

ITC Tirkiye Temsilcisi

Kerklk Vakfi Baskani

Bilkent Universitesi

Basdanisman ]

Kirikkale Universitesi U.i.B. Baskani

Bagdat Universitesi Rektérii

Rus Slav Universitesi (Biskek)

Ahmet Yesevi Universitesi Rektor Vekili

Bilkent Universitesi

Tarkiye Cumhuriyeti Bagdat Biyukelgisi )
ORSAM Ortadogu Danismani, Afyon Kocatepe Universitesi
Ankara Universitesi S.B. Enstitlisii Miidiiri
TOBB ETU

Kerkik Vakfi Genel Sekreteri

Tarkmeneli TV-Kerkik Haber Ajansi Turkiye Temsilcisi
Pyatigorsk Universitesi

ORSAM Ortadogu Danismani, Gazi Universitesi
Regent’s College, Londra, Birlesik Krallik
ORSAM Ortadogu Danismani, ODTU

Enerji Uzmani

Moskova U.i. Devlet Universitesi

St. Petersburg Universitesi

OoDTU

ODTU Kuzey Kibris Kampiisii Rektor Yrd.

izmir Universitesi I.I.B.F. Dekani

MEI Tirkiye Direkt6ri

ORSAM Ortadogu Danismani, ODTU

2023 Dergisi Yayin Koordinatéri

Gazi Universitesi

St. Petersburg Sehir Parlamentosu Milletvekili, St. Petersburg Uni.
ORSAM Avrasya Danismani

ORTADOGU ETUTLERI YAYIN KURULU

Meliha Benli Altunisik
Bllent Aras

Tayyar Ari

llker Ayturk

Recep Boztemur
Katerina Dalacoura
F. Gregory Gause
Fawaz Gerges
Ahmet K. Han
Raymond Hinnebusch
Rosemary Hollis
Bahgat Korany

Peter Mandaville
Emma Murphy

ODTU

Dis Isleri Bakanhdi SAM Baskani
Uludag Universitesi

Bilkent Universitesi

oDTU

Londra Ekonomi Universitesi
Vermont Universitesi, ABD

Londra Ekonomi Universitesi
istanbul Universitesi

St. Andrews Universitesi, Birlesik Krallik
City Universitesi, Birlesik Krallik
Durham Universitesi, Birlesik Krallik
George Mason Universitesi, ABD
Durham Universitesi, Birlesik Krallik

ORTADOGU ANALIZ YAYIN KURULU

Prof. Dr. Meliha Benli Altunisik

Hasan Kanbolat
Dog¢. Dr. Hasan Ali Karasar
Yrd. Dog. Dr. Serhat Erkmen

ODTU Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisi Midiri

ORSAM Baskani ]

Bilkent Universitesi U.1.B. .

ORSAM Danismani, Ahi Evran Univ. U.I.B. Baskani
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